
Memorial dedication, 
(SEE PAGE 4). 


Bridgend & Portheawl 




Weekly audited distribution (52 weeks) to 31/12/11 - 42,235 
(GEM Series). Audited by David Finder & Co Ltd. Chartered Accountants. 


www.bridgend-today.co.uk 


THURSDAY, MAY 2ND, 2013 



COUPLE SENTENCED 
AT CROWN COURT 

Local woman 
leaves home 
after "being 
devastated’ 
by burglary 


BUNNIES IN HOP FOR SANDVILLE! 



Local ‘bunny’ walkers outside Rest Bay Lifeguard Station 
at the start of their charity hop for Sandville Self Help Centre. 
To see the full story and more pictures, turn to page 4. 
(PHOTOGRAPH by KEITH E MORGAN). 


REPORT by AJ SICLUNA 


CMB 



Welcome 
Generation 
in the 
Hillside 


CMB RENEWABLES has designed and 
installed a small scale 6Kw wind turbine for 
Mr Timothy Thomas at Cefn Cribwr Farm just 
north of Bridgend. 

Since the turbine was commissioned on 27th 
November 2012, it has produced an average of 
1,225 kWh each month, and the return on 
investment for this installation is now expected 
to reduce the forecast 9 year payback at current 
production rates. 

CMB Renewables are based in Neath Abbey 
and they handled all aspects of the installation 
from initial design and planning application 
through to installation, commissioning and 
annual maintenance of the Kingspan 6KW Wind 
Turbine. The unit was registered with the DNO 
and MCS accredited for Feed in Tariff under the 
Government scheme by CMB Renewables. 

Mike McDonald, Managing Director of CMB 
Renewables says: “Small Scale Wind Turbines 
can make a significant impact in helping Wales 
achieve its renewable energy and carbon 
reduction targets. 

Mr Thomas says: 

“I am extremely pleased 
with the wind turbine 
installation and the help 
and assistance 
I experienced from 
John Williams, Senior 
Project Manager at 
CMB Renewables.The 
output of the turbine has 
exceeded my 
expectations and has 
proved an excellent 
investment.” 



For further information contact Mike McDonald 
Te/. 01792 818022 
Email: mmcdonald@cmbeng.co.uk 
l/1/ebs/Ye. www.cmbengineering.co.uk 

CMB Renewables, Newby Business Centre, 
Neath Abbey Business Park, Neath. SA10 7DR 


A FLAT which was 
burgled in 

Nantymoel, was 
“turned upside 
down”, Cardiff 
Crown Court has 
been told. 

After the break-in, the 
owner, Laura Fuller, was 
devastated and has been 
forced to move. 

Ceri Davies, 34, and 
Claire Williams, 27, both 
of Blaenogwr Terrace, 
each admitted a charge of 
burglary. 

Davies also asked for 
offences of stealing 
metal, burglary and 
attempted burglary to be 
taken into consideration. 
Davies was also commit¬ 
ted for sentence for steal¬ 
ing from a car. 

He was jailed for 21 
months, the sentence sus¬ 
pended for two years, 
made subject to a drugs 
rehabilitation order and a 
supervision order for two 
years. 

He was also directed 
to carry out 150 hours 
unpaid work. 

Williams received six 
months, suspended for 
two years, was made sub¬ 
ject to two years supervi¬ 
sion and ordered to carry 
out 80 hours unpaid 
work. 

Prosecutor Jason 
Howells said the burgled 
property was in 
Commercial Street, 
Nantymoel. Ms Fuller 
had been aware of the 
defendants in the area. 
(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 3) 


SANDY BAY RE-OPENS 
FOR MOBILE HOMES 


CAMPER vans and 
caravans are being 
welcomed back to 
Sandy Bay - after a 
gap of 13 years. 

The popular touring 
site, which is close to the 
seashore, will be open 
for business from May 
Day Bank Holiday (May 
6) - a joint venture 
between the Hi-Tide Inn 
and Bridgend County 
Borough Council 
(BCBC). 

BCBC closed the site 
in the year 2000 - argu¬ 
ing at the time that it 
would speed up regener¬ 
ation plans. 

It was also thought at 
the time that BCBC 
faced having to invest in 
the site to upgrade facil¬ 
ities. 

Local residents 
argued that Porthcawl 
would lose trade as a 
result, and few have 
changed their mind in 
the intervening 13 years. 

Jeff Dower of the Hi- 


Tide told The GEM that 
he had invested £30,000 
in the scheme, and said 
that he had already had a 
lot of interest. 

He said: “The 

Caravan Club have been 
in touch and we expect 
quite an influx in 
August. 

“It is great news for 
Porthcawl, because it 
means that there is now 
a designated site, 
enabling mobile home 
owners to vacate the 
promenade.” 

He said that it would 
cost £10 per night to stay 
on the site in May and 
June, rising to £15 in the 
height of the summer. 

A Bridgend County 
Borough Council 
(BCBC) spokesman said 
that the council had 
agreed to the proposal 
for the scheme, funded 
by the Hi-Tide Inn, and 
had agreed a six-month 
licence. 

BCBC Deputy 
Leader, Coun David 


Litchard collision: 
five in hospital 

EMERGENCY services were called out during 
the morning rush hour on Wednesday, May 1, 
following a collision between a bus and refuse 
lorry on Litchard Hill. 

(For more on this story, 
please turn to page 3). 


Report by PHILIP IRWIN 


Sage said: “While the 
overall Sandy Bay site 
still figures prominently 
in our plans for the 
ongoing regeneration of 
Porthcawl, we have 
agreed a proposal for 
using part of it on a tem¬ 
porary basis to provide a 


dedicated place which 
can be used by touring 
caravans. 

“We have previously 
looked at other possible 
locations for providing a 
permanent facility, as 
there have been well- 
documented issues with 


camper vans parking 
along the seafront. 

“This is something 
that we will be looking 
at again during future 
phases of the Porthcawl 
Regeneration, so we’ll 
be studying how the 
temporary facility is 
used and what the needs 
of such a service are 
likely to be.” 


Lorraine Hales of 

Tl^f^igh Street 

C^/W JEWELLER 

wishes to announce her 

RETIREMENT 

SALE 

Fantastic reductions on 
selected items. 

(Sale starts today, 2nd May) 

The family appreciates the loyal support shown 
during their 35 years in business. 

Open Mon-Sat lOam-Spm 
16 High St, Cowbridge Tel: 01446 773673 
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Warning signs as 
more young people 
take up smoking 


Bridgend MP Madeleine Moon is support¬ 
ing a call for the Government to bring in a 
law to require plain, standardised tobacco 
packaging, after an estimated 11,137 
young people started smoking in Wales 
during the last 12 months. 

At a joint meeting last Tuesday of the all-party par¬ 
liamentary groups on smoking and health and on 
heart disease, Nick Smith MP heard about the suc¬ 
cessful introduction of standard tobacco packaging in 
Australia, and also from a UK shopkeeper who sup¬ 
ports the measure. 

Exactly one year ago, the UK Government 
launched a public consultation on tobacco packaging 
but has not yet issued a response. 

In the 12 months since the start of the consultation, 
more than 200,000 children have taken up smoking 
across the UK: 11,137 children have started smoking 
in Wales, equivalent to 214 every week. 

Ms Moon commented: “It is appalling that so 
many children are being tempted into taking up 
smoking every day. 

“Cigarette packs are designed to make smoking 
look cool and attractive, yet the reality is a life-time 
of addiction, illness and premature death. If we are 
to stop a new generation becoming addicted to this 
deadly habit we need to act now. 

“Australia has led the way with standard cigarette 
packs which show the gruesome truth about smoking. 

“The UK can, and should be, the next country to 
implement this life-saving measure.” 

Professor Mike Daube of Curtin University, who 
chaired the Australian Government’s expert commit¬ 
tee that recommended standard packaging, stated: 
“Contrary to the myths peddled by the tobacco indus- 
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try, the standard tobacco packaging in Australia has 
been a great success: Only four months after the leg¬ 
islation came into effect, it is clear that retailers are 
coping well, and there are very positive indications 
that smokers are being encouraged to quit. 

“Now that the promotional elements have gone, 
the cigarette pack has turned from a fashion accesso¬ 
ry to a stark and unavoidable reminder of the dangers 
of smoking.” 


FORD JOBS 
WELCOMED 

BRIDGEND MP Madeleine Moon has wel¬ 
comed last week’s announcement by Ford 
to invest £24 million in the Bridgend plant. 

The investment is linked to the production of a 
new fuel-efficient 1.5 litre EcoBoost engine and 
will increase the workforce to 2,300, the largest it 
has been since the plant opened. 

The MP commented: “I am delighted by Ford’s 
decision to make this investment in Bridgend. It is 
not only recognition of the hard work of the 
employees, but demonstrates a long-term commit¬ 
ment to the plant. 

“This investment gives the local economy a great 
boost; securing existing skilled jobs, creating new 
ones and having a positive effect on the supply 
chain and wider economy.” 


Quiz League 

questions 


I REALLY should 
keep my mouth 
under better con¬ 
trol! I was up to 
scratch physically 
last week but I’m 
below par, at my 
age, with comput¬ 
ers; the mechanical 
side, that is, and 
last week was some¬ 
thing I didn’t 
understand. 

By the time I got my 
son to fix what he said 
was something pretty 
elementary, it was too 
late for the next publica¬ 
tion. 

So now, although I’m 
not at all superstitious, I 
have lucky charms such 
as rabbit’s foot on the 
desk and incense burn¬ 
ing, to ward off any evil 
eye that may be near. 


HERE GOES... 

1. In which 1980 film 
did Harrison Ford play a 
character called Rick 
Deckard? 

2. The Indus river 
meets and flows into the 
Arabian Sea at the coast 
of which country? 

3. Ruth Fuchs, Petra 
Felke and Trine 
Hattestad have all been 
Olympic champions in 
which athletics event? 

4. Which historical 
figure reputedly said: “I 
am the King’s good ser¬ 
vant, but God’s first”? 

A RUDGE 
(for Quiz League) 


"djopf svuioiix .its 'p 
'utpanf '£ 
'unfst}fnj 'z 
'Aouun^ opnjQ 'j 
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'One in a 
million’ Bruce 
is scared of 
other dogs! 


The GEM is in partnership with the 
Dog’s Trust to find caring homes for 
animals in their charge at Bridgend 
Rehoming Centre 
(TELEPHONE: 01656 725219) 


D ogs 

TRUST 
Bridgend is 
currently caring 
for Bruce, a Border 
collie with an 
unusual phobia. 
The cowardly 
canine is terrified 
of other dogs and 
even gets the 
spooks when faced 
with everyday 
occurrences such as 
moving cars. 

“Dogs Trust is des¬ 
perately seeking a quiet 
home with understand¬ 
ing owners to help 
Bruce overcome his 
worrying ways,” said 
Bridgend manager, 
Beverly Price. 

“Bruce loves people 
and is extremely affec¬ 
tionate but he panics 
when introduced to his 
furry counterparts. Due 
to this behavioural ten¬ 
dency, his new owners 
will have to walk him in 
quiet areas with a muz¬ 
zle. 

“However, what 
Bruce lacks in courage 
he more than makes up 
for in affection, as he 
absolutely adores people 
and is always happy to 
have a cwtch! 

“Dogs Trust Bridgend 
training and behaviour 
advisers are helping 
Bruce to conquer his 
fears. Our volunteers 
have set up a rota to 
ensure he gets plenty of 
long walks away from 



BRUCE 

other dogs on specially 
mapped out routes, cho¬ 
sen to be as stress-free 
as possible. 

“Bruce needs a 
patient owner in a quiet 
rural home who will 
help him settle in. He 
has so much love to 
give and has never 
given up on people 
despite being abandoned 
in his early years; Bruce 
is a dog in a million and 
we are desperate for him 
to find a loving home,” 
she adds. 

Anyone interested in 
offering Bruce a dog- 
free new home should 
call Dogs Trust 
Bridgend on 01656 725 
219 or visit 
WWW. dogstrust.org. uk. 
Dogs Trust Bridgend 
has dogs of all shapes 
and sizes looking for 
homes and, when 
matching dogs with new 
owners, staff will con¬ 
sider a wide range of 
homes and circum¬ 
stances providing that 
they will fit the require¬ 
ments of the dog and 


Green waste 
collection gets 
the thumbs-up 
from gardeners 


A NEW green waste 
collection scheme 
has proved a hit 
with borough gar¬ 
deners, with over 
1,000 households 
subscribing to the 
scheme in its first 
month. 

A BCBC spokesper¬ 
son reports: “The 
scheme, which is being 
run by Bridgend County 
Borough Council 
(BCBC) in partnership 
with May Gurney 
Bridgend, offers the 
county borough’s resi¬ 
dents a convenient and 
green way to dispose of 
their garden waste, 
without having to pay a 
visit to their local tip.” 

Grass and shrub cut¬ 
tings, leaves, exhausted 
bedding plants and 
unwanted weed growth 
collected as part of the 
scheme are composted 
and reused. 

Over six tonnes of 
green waste has been 
collected so far - which 
is approximately the 
equivalent weight of a 
blue whale. 

With the gardening 
season approaching full 
bloom, the council is 
expecting a large num¬ 
ber of households to 
take advantage of the 
flourishing scheme. 

Coun Phil White, 
cabinet member for 
communities and the 
council’s eco champion, 
said: 

“It’s great that so 
many households want 
to recycle their garden 
waste and do their bit 
for the environment. 

“With the summer 
fast approaching, more 


and more people will be 
hitting their gardens, so 
this is a perfect time to 
get involved.” 

Adam Jones, contract 
manager at May Gurney 
Bridgend said: 

“The positive public 
response to the new 
scheme has meant that 
we are off to a solid 
start. 

“Bridgend household¬ 
ers can now recycle 
more material at the 
kerbside than ever 
before, which means 
that we are working 
towards achieving chal¬ 
lenging recycling tar¬ 
gets. 

“We look forward to 
serving our customers to 
increase participation 
further over the coming 
months.” 

Running from April 
until the end of October, 
the scheme has an annu¬ 
al subscription charge of 
£27 with a discounted 
rate of £23 for pension¬ 
ers. 

If anyone would like 
to sign up to the new 
garden waste collection 
service, contact 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council on 
01656 64364; email: 
talktous @ bridgend. gov. 
uk or visit www.brid- 
gend.gov.uk for more 
information. 

Reusable sacks will 
be delivered and the 
public can recycle waste 
every fortnight on the 
same day as the refuse 
sacks. 


Latest action 
plan is child’s 
play in borough 


BRIDGEND County 
Borough Council’s 
cabinet has agreed a 
vision for the future 
of local play provi¬ 
sion, after all local 
authorities in Wales 
were asked by the 
Welsh Government 
to assess gaps and 
areas for improve¬ 
ment. 

BCBC has worked 
with its partners to devel¬ 
op a three-year action 
plan that aims to enable 
every local child to have 
as much chance as possi¬ 
ble to play freely, safely 
and healthily and take 
part in a range of recre¬ 
ational activities in their 
communities, a 

spokesperson said. 

The council’s ‘Play 
Sufficiency Assessment’ 
will now be submitted to 
the Welsh Government. 

The action plan out¬ 
lines how the council 
aims to provide as many 


high quality safe oppor¬ 
tunities for children and 
young people to enjoy 
play, both in structured 
activities such as a sports 
club or a play scheme, as 
well as enabling and 
encouraging every child 
to play freely with their 
friends, either with or 
without adult supervision 
when appropriate. 

Coun Huw David, the 
cabinet member for chil¬ 
dren and young people, 
said: “Bridgend county 
borough has a fantastic 
varied natural environ¬ 
ment and we aspire to be 
a county where children 
and young people enjoy 
the benefits of play in an 
outdoor setting. 

“We are also placing 
an emphasis on quality 
opportunities for children 
living in rural areas, as 
well as those with 
diverse needs, such as 
children with disabili¬ 
ties.” 


GEM READERS’ LETTERS 


‘Reduce the deficit, 
sell state funerals’ 


T HATCHER’S 
legacy just 
keeps on giv¬ 
ing - apparently, 
we can stage ‘state 
funerals’ at a cost 
of £3.5 million. 

I am certain there are 
hundreds of multi-mil¬ 
lionaires in the world 
who would happily pay 
at least double that to 
have a similar event for 
themselves or their rela¬ 
tives. 

Imagine it... 4,000 
police, 700 armed serv¬ 
ice personnel, hundreds 
of medical staff, street 
cleaners, traffic wardens, 
tube and bus staff, etc, 
involved in organising 
the event. 

For this, you get a 

Whose brainchild? 

I COULD not believe what I was seeing 
on TV concerning Mrs Thatcher’s 
funeral and talk of her ‘legacy’ by the 
Vale Conservative MP Alun Cairns (in 
The GEM). 

She destroyed everything built up by a Fabour 
Government, closed down traditional industries, 
and sold others off to mostly foreign companies. 

As for council house sales, my father could have 
bought his in the 1950s. I bought mine in the 
1970s, so nothing new there, despite talk that it was 
a brainchild of Thatcher. 

What we really want is more people in work! 

Bill Lang, Barry 

Remember the 
wartime Gls? 


week of pre-funeral 
security sweeps, the cen¬ 
tre of London closed and 
locked down on a work¬ 
ing day, a full dress 
rehearsal and transport 
and hospitality for up to 
3,000 guests, and so 
much more. 

As we Brits do cere¬ 
mony so well, the coun¬ 
try will have the benefit 
of increased tourism and 
potentially at least £350 
million gain for the 
treasury. 

How gullible does this 
Government think we 
are? The funeral was 
just one long political 
rally run by ‘Mr Spin’ 
Cameron. 

Steve Reed, Rhoose 


I WONDER if 
GEM readers 
might be able to 
help me with my 
ongoing research? 

I would be interested 
to hear from anyone who 
recalls American soldiers 
being billeted in their 
home during World War 
Two. 

With the increasing 
number of Gls in south 
Wales in spring 1944 in 
the build-up to 
Operation Overlord, 
accommodation was at a 
premium. Many locals 
were ‘asked’ to take in 
one or perhaps two 
young ‘Yanks’ to sleep 
in the spare room. 

They almost certainly 


brought their rations 
with them and they 
probably had access to 
their own washing facili¬ 
ties, but it must have 
been quite something to 
put up these strangers. 

However, I believe 
that many lasting friend¬ 
ships resulted from these 
necessary wartime 
arrangements. 

Further, I am particu¬ 
larly interested to know 
how billeting was done: 
did the local Bobby 
decide who went where? 
Was there a billeting 
officer? 

Mr Glenn Booker, 

8 Hillside Close, 

Barry CF63 2QP. 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL MAY 9) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

02Thur 



12.19 

8.4 

03 Fri 

00.55 

8.3 

13.33 

8.1 

04 Sat 

02.04 

8.2 

14.44 

7.9 

05 Sun 

03.19 

8.3 

15.56 

8.2 

06 Mon 

04.22 

8.6 

16.56 

8.6 

07 Tues 

05.21 

8.9 

17.44 

9.0 

08 Wed 

06.06 

9.2 

18.28 

9.3 

09Thur 

06.49 

9.3 

19.09 

9.4 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should always check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 
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Jail sentence 
for Kenfig 
Hill cocaine 
dealer (30) 


DRUG addicts 
who take cocaine 
lead a life of “mis¬ 
ery and degrada¬ 
tion” warned a 
judge at Cardiff 
Crown Court. 

A cocaine supplier 
who dealt on a whole¬ 
sale basis was jailed 
for three years, four 
months. 

Craig Morgan, 30, 
of Llwyn Helig, 
Kenfig Hill, pleaded 
guilty to being con¬ 
cerned in the supply 
of drugs and supply¬ 
ing class A drugs. 

Judge Stephen 
Hopkins QC said: 
“Taking cocaine leads 
frequently, if not 
invariably, to serious 
mental health prob¬ 
lems.” 

Prosecutor Gareth 
James said the 
offences came to light 
when police arrested 
a street drug dealer. 

That person’s 
mobile phone was 
seized and on it were 
messages relating to 
Morgan’s involve¬ 
ment with drugs. 

“Text traffic indi¬ 
cated that the defen- 


CROWN 

COURT 

REPORT 

by AJ Sicluna 


dant was supplying 
cocaine on a whole¬ 
sale basis.” 

He was arrested 
and fully admitted 
dealing in drugs. 

He said Morgan 
was unable to say 
exactly how much 
money was involved. 


His counsel, Hash 
Salman, said: “He 
fully understands that 
these offences are 
serious, and demand 
punishment. 

“The only issue is 
the length of the sen¬ 
tence. This is the first 
time he took part in 
drugs offences. 

“It was not a 
sophisticated or 
planned operation. As 
a result, he and his 
partner have lost 
their home.” 


BURGLARY: 

prints found 


(CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 1) 

On July 3, she 
returned from a visit to 
Ogmore Vale and burst 
into tears when a neigh¬ 
bour told her that her 
home had been broken 
into. 

“The place was 
turned upside down 
after a door panel was 
kicked in, ” said Mr 
Howells. 

Davies ’fingerprints 
were found at the scene. 

When arrested, 


she had stood in the 
hallway and was under 
the influence of drink 
and drugs. 

Mr Howells said that 
Ms Fuller had become 
nervous and could not 
sleep. 

“This has had a dev¬ 
astating effect on her. 

She feels lonely and iso¬ 
lated and no longer lives 
there. ” 

Concerning the theft 
from a car, Mr Howells 
said Davies smashed a 
window of a vehicle in 


PUB LICENCE 
IS REVOKED 
AT MAESTEG 


Williams denied entering 

the premises. She said Nantymoel, and took a 


A MAESTEG pub¬ 
lic house has had its 
licence revoked, 
after police raised 
concerns about vio¬ 
lent incidents 
linked to the prem¬ 
ises. 

On March 27, 
Bridgend County 

Borough Council’s 
licensing committee 
decided to withdraw the 
licence for the Prince of 
Wales public house on 
Commercial Street, 
Maesteg. 

A police spokesper¬ 
son stated: “The hearing 
was called following a 
number of violent inci¬ 
dents linked to the prem¬ 
ises, which included 
numerous assaults, 
where victims have suf¬ 
fered serious wounds, 
lack of co-operation 
from the landlord and 
CCTV evidence not 
being made available to 
police.” 

“On one occasion, a 
victim had been serious¬ 
ly assaulted with a pool 
cue and a number of 
other incidents also 
recorded involving peo¬ 
ple highly intoxicated 
who should not have 


been served further alco¬ 
hol.” 

Inspector Ralph 
Harris, of Safer 
Bridgend, said: “There 
is no doubt that the 
Prince of Wales was a 
catalyst for violent inci¬ 
dents and we are pleased 
at the decision taken by 
the licensing committee. 

“The number of vio¬ 
lent incidents linked to 
this pub was totally 
unacceptable and it 
demonstrated an envi¬ 
ronment at odds with the 
licensing objectives of 
public safety and the 
prevention of crime and 
disorder. 

“We want all of our 
town centres in the 
Bridgend county bor¬ 
ough to be safe places 
for people to visit at 
night and we are pleased 
that the vast majority of 
licensees are fully sup¬ 
portive of this objective. 

“Pubs and clubs have 
a duty to support the 
police and our partners 
in reducing violent crime 
and anti-social behav¬ 
iour and we will be tar¬ 
geting premises where 
the safety of the public is 
jeopardised.” 


stereo unit, spectacles, 
clothing and a torch. 

When arrested, he 
said he took 50 to 60 
valium a day, took hero¬ 
in and remembered 
nothing. 

He was said to have 
convictions for 212 
offences, including 100 
for theft. 

His counsel, Nigel 
Fryer, said he was 
ashamed of what he did, 
and of the impact on his 
victim. 

’’He became involved 
with drugs because of 
family problems and 
wants to move away and 
start afresh. ’’ 

Byron Broadstock, for 
Williams, said: “It was 
very much out of char¬ 
acter. She was in the 
throes of heroin addic¬ 
tion and had tried to 
dissuade Davies from 
going into the flat. ” 

Recorder David 
Aubrey QC told Davies: 
“You should be disgust¬ 
ed with yourself. You 
have destroyed the secu¬ 
rity of a young woman 
and she may never 
recover from that. 

“If you keep commit¬ 
ting offences like this, 
you will go to prison for 
a long time. 

“You have been given 
a chance and it is up to 
you to take it. Drug 
addiction could destroy 
your life and that of 
Williams. ” 


Heronsbridge School grow for 
gold with gardening award! 



Pupils from Heronsbridge Special School in their award-winning ‘Artful Bodger’s Garden’with Anthea Guthrie. 


THE green-fingered 
pupils at 
Heronsbridge 
School, Bridgend, 
helped the school 
collect a top honour 
at the Royal 
Horticultural 
Society (RHS) 

Show in Cardiff. 

The school’s wood¬ 
land inspired ‘Artful 
Bodger’s Garden’ won a 
gold award and was 
named ‘Best in Show’ at 
the three day event that 
was held in the shadow 
of Cardiff Castle in Bute 
Park. 

Some of the country’s 
most talented gardeners 
had gathered to show¬ 
case their designs and 
judges were thoroughly 
impressed by 
Heronsbridge School’s 
garden which was built 
by pupils with special 
needs under the guid¬ 
ance of horticulture tutor 
Anthea Guthrie. 

Inspired by the forests 
near the school, the 
‘Artful Bodger’s 
Garden’ focused on the 
ancient practice of 
‘bodging’, where a 
craftsman called a 
‘bodger’ would base 
himself in the woods and 
use his skill to create 
chair legs and products 
from the forestry. 

Heronsbridge School 
is gaining a growing rep¬ 
utation for gardening, 
finding it an extremely 
useful activity for pupils 
with disabilities and 
learning difficulties, and 
the award-winning gar¬ 
den will be recreated in 
the school’s orchard to 


provide a woodland area 
for pupils to enjoy out¬ 
door learning. 

Headteacher Glynis 
James said: “Our stu¬ 
dents thoroughly enjoy 
working outdoors and 
find working in the 
grounds of Heronsbridge 
intrinsically stimulating 
and very rewarding. 

“Lots of students con¬ 
tributed to the creation 
of the award winning 
Bodger’s Garden and 
have benefited from this 
highly exciting and 
extremely motivating 
experience. We are 
thrilled with our RHS 
Gold medal and ‘Best 
Garden in Show’ award 
in recognition of their 
hard work and dedica¬ 
tion to the cause.” 

Bridgend County 
Borough Council cabinet 
member for children, 
Coun Huw David said: 
“Congratulations to 
Anthea Guthrie and 
everyone at 
Heronsbridge School 
who was involved in the 
making of their award¬ 
winning garden. 

“The school deserves 
to be highly commended 
for the imaginative way 
that they are engaging 
young people in learning 
by introducing them to 
gardening and the envi¬ 
ronment, and I am look¬ 
ing forward to seeing 
their ‘Artful Bodger’s 
Garden’ for myself.” 

Heronsbridge School 
will be opening up their 
prized gardens and new 
eco cabin to the public 
on June 23, as part of 
the National Gardens 
Scheme. Visit 
www.ngs.org.uk. 


May fayre at 
Porthcawl 


ON Bank Holiday 
Monday, May 6, 
Porthcawl Lions 
will, as usual, be 
holding their annual 
May fayre at All 
Saints’ Church and 
grounds in Victoria 
Avenue. 

This has been a firm 
date in Porthcawl town’s 
calendar for more than 
20 years. It started on 
Nottage Green, then 
moved to the Rest and 
last year was held at All 
Saints. 

This latest venue 
means that even if the 
weather is poor the event. 


though on a smaller 
scale, can still go ahead. 
There will be stalls, 
games, hot and cold 
refreshments, a raffle and 
a variety of entertain¬ 
ment. 

Porthcawl Lions 
extend a warm welcome 
to both residents and vis¬ 
itors so why not come 
along and join in the fun? 
Entry is only 50p per per¬ 
son (young children 
accompanied by adults 
free) and the mayor of 
Porthcawl, Coun Alana 
Davies, will open the 
fayre at 11am. 

JOHN COSSON 



Heronsbridge School pupils working on the ‘Artful Bodger’s Garden’. 


Football banning 
order for teenager 


A NANTYMOEL 
man has been made 
subject of a football 
banning order fol¬ 
lowing an incident 
at a Cardiff City 
away game. 

Joel David Roberts 
was given a three-year 
banning order, after 
admitting being in a pos¬ 
session of a smoke bomb 
during the Peterborough 
United v Cardiff City 
game on Saturday, March 
30. 

Roberts was identified 
from photographs of the 
incident he posted on 
Facebook. 

Following his convic¬ 
tion, the 19-year-old was 
fined £60, ordered to pay 
£85 costs, and is banned 
from attending any foot¬ 
ball matches in the UK 
which are regulated 
under the Football 
Spectators Act 1989. 

He was also made the 
subject of a community 
order, and he must com¬ 
plete 60 hours of unpaid 
work during the next 12 
months. 

PC Christian Evans, 
from South Wales Police, 
who investigated the 
incident, said: “As a 
result of his irresponsible 
and disruptive behaviour, 
Joel Roberts will now 
miss out on the opportu¬ 
nity of seeing Cardiff 
City in the Premier 
League next season.” 

During the first half of 
the game, three smoke 
bombs were activated in 
the away end causing 
plumes of smoke to drift 
across the stand, pitch 
and surrounding area. 

He was arrested on 


Tuesday, April 2 on sus¬ 
picion of being in posses¬ 
sion of a firework or flare 
at a sporting event and 
appeared at Peterborough 
Magistrates’ Court on 
Monday, April 22. 

PC Evans added: “The 
overwhelming majority 
of Cardiff City fans are 
well-behaved and pas¬ 


sionate about their team 
and this kind of behav¬ 
iour is unusual. However, 
as this case shows, when¬ 
ever there is evidence of 
football -related disorder 
or violence we always 
pursue those responsible 
in order that appropriate 
action is taken.” 


Five in hospital 
after collision 


EMERGENCY servic¬ 
es were called out dur¬ 
ing the morning rush 
hour on Wednesday, 
after a collision 
between a bus bound 
for Blaengarw and a 
refuse lorry. 

It happened at 
8.44am on Lite hard 
Hill, no more than 800 
yards from the Princess 
of Wales Hospital. 

A police spokesman 
said that five casualties 
had been taken to A & 
E, adding that none of 
the injuries were life- 
threatening. 

A Wales Ambulance 
Service spokesman said: 
“We were called at 


8.44ham to the incident 
and responded with five 
emergency ambulances, 
two rapid response vehi¬ 
cles, one senior ambu¬ 
lance officer and one 
helicopter. 

“Five patients have 
been conveyed to the 
Princess of Wales 
Hospital, Bridgend. 
None were described as 
having life-threatening 
injuries. 

“Four of them were 
boarded, as they were 
complaining of 

neck/back/spinal pain 
or injuries.” 

There was no infor¬ 
mation available on the 
fifth person involved.. 



Would you like an honest, reliable, 
affordable, police checked 

CLEANER for your homel 
Typically £10.50 per hour inc. ,^4 

• Daily, weekly, etc. 

• Insurance provided. ' ^ 

• All domestic cleaning undertaken. 

TIME FOR YOU 

DOMESTIC CLEANING 
01656 349296 bridgend@timeforyou.co.uk 
01443 625019 Miskin, Nr Cowbridge 


www.timeforyou.co.uk 
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WE WILL REMEMBER 
THEM AT CEFN CRIBWR 



Court Brian Johnson, chairman of the Cefn Cribwr Community 
Council, together with the clerk, David-Lloyd Jones and Ceri Griffiths, 
at the new War Memorial, with the booklet compiled in memory of the 
brave men of Cefn Cribwr who died in the service of their country. 





The War Memorial, with its Celtic Cross 
and Flanders Poppy Design 


Bridgend Rotary 
hears from MP 


Report: David-Lloyd Jones 
Pictures: Keith E Morgan 


BRIDGEND Rotary 
Club hosted Alun 
Cairns, MP for the 
Vale, at its luncheon 
on Monday, April 15 
where he gave an 
entertaining and 
enlightening talk 
about his introduction 
to Parliament and his 
first few weeks in the 
role as MP. 

Club president, Rev 


Mike Lewis, said that 
he was the most enter¬ 
taining lunch guest 
Rotary had had in a 
very long time and 
hoped that he might 
come back again to 
give the club an 
update on his experi¬ 
ences from the most 
important House in 
the country! 


NEWS/ 

IN BRIEF 

Charity disco 
in Porthcawl 

FRIDAY Night Fever, 
featuring disco 
sounds of the 70s and 
80s, will raise funds 
for the Genesis 
Research Trust ( regis¬ 
tered charity. No 
2925518) tomorrow 
(Friday, May 3) at the 
Grand Pavilion, 
Porthcawl; 7.30pm- 
1am (tickets £7). 

Art Gallery 
charity show 

The Silures Art 
Gallery in South 
Road, Porthcawl, is 
holding its annual 
charity art exhibition, 
during May. 

A spokesman said: 
“Each Silures member 
has donated a painting. 
If you like one and 
choose to buy, the sale 
price will be donated to 
the charity of your 
choice. ” 

The gallery is open on 
Saturdays and Sundays, 

1 lam-4.30pm, through¬ 
out May. 


A SERVICE to 
dedicate Cefn 
Cribwr’s new vil¬ 
lage war memorial 
will be held at 
Ham this Saturday 
(May 4) at 
Mynydd Bach 
Common, Cefn 
Cribwr. 

It will be led by Dr 
Barry Morgan, 
Archbishop of Wales, 
and will be attended by 
First Minister Carwyn 
Jones, AM, together 
with military, church 
and civic representa¬ 
tives. 

Also present will be 
the Kenfig Hill and 
District Male Voice 
Choir, descendants of 
the men who died, 
schoolchildren, villagers 
and friends. 

A booklet in memory 
of the men commemo¬ 
rated at the war memori¬ 
al, has been compiled 
by Ceri Griffiths, on 
behalf of the community 
council, detailing infor¬ 
mation about these 
brave men who lived in 
the village and walked 
the streets as we do 
today. 


BRIDGEND county 
library and informa¬ 
tion service has won 
second place out of 13 
public library 
entrants at the Welsh 
libraries and archives 
marketing innovation 
awards 2013, for a 
Hallowe’en event in 
Bridgend town cen¬ 
tre. 

It was praised by the 
judge for the excellent 
partnership work it car¬ 
ried out with local busi¬ 
nesses to hold the event, 
which saw little mon¬ 
sters haunting the 
town’s streets and brav¬ 
ing shops to share scary 
stories. 

Coun Lyn Morgan, 
BCBC cabinet member 
for wellbeing, said: 
“Working in partnership 


The Archbishop of 
Wales said: “The idea 
behind this book is to 
retell the story of each 
of the men from Cefn 
Cribwr who died in the 
First and Second World 
Wars - by giving us the 
plain facts of the cir¬ 
cumstances of each - 
where they were bom, 
to whom they were mar¬ 
ried, their family con¬ 
nections, details that 
root these people into 
the fabric of the local 
community - quite liter¬ 
ally putting faces to the 
names. 

“It details where each 
of these men’s names 
are recorded and the 
arena of war in which 
they fell. 

“That will have a 
powerful impact on 
those who read it”. 

Copies priced £4 will 
be available from May 4 
at Cefn Cribwr Post 
Office, or can be 
reserved by contacting: 
David-Lloyd Jones, 47 
Cefn Road, Cefn 
Cribwr., Bridgend. Tel 
01656 741354 e-mail: 
davidlloyd.jones® btin- 
ternet.com. 


with local businesses 
has led to our libraries 
putting on some fantas¬ 
tic events, so the recog¬ 
nition they have 
received is fully 
deserved. 

“Libraries across the 
county borough host a 
range of regular fun and 
free events for children 
of all ages to enjoy, so 
I’d urge parents and car¬ 
ers to introduce their 
children to their local 
library and help them 
discover the magic of 
reading.” 

Local children can 
look forward to more 
creepy events at 
libraries this summer, as 
the theme for this year’s 
Summer Reading 
Challenge is ‘Spooky 
House’. 


Hallowe’en 
award for 
library service 



‘BUNNIES’ THE 
THEME FOR 
CHARITY WALK 


THEY may have 
been too late to be 
Easter bunnies, but 
fundraisers were 
out last weekend - 
dressed as bunnies 
- to help a popular 
local charity. 

The bunny rabbit is 
the logo of the 
Sandville Self Help 
Centre at Ton Kenfig, 
and so bunnies was 
the theme for a chari¬ 
ty walk last weekend. 

Any bunny toys or 
ornaments at the cen¬ 
tre were taken along 
to enjoy the day! 

Organised by 
Sandville volunteer 
Christine Granville, 
the walk starts at Rest 
Bay and follows the 
new coastal path to 
Porthcawl, where the 
bunnies have a good 
look around, before 
continuing their walk¬ 
about to finish at the 
Prince of Wales 
Public House, Kenfig. 


REPORT and 
PHOTOS by 

KEITH E 
MORGAN 



Who wants to build what and where in the borough? 


Greggs Pic - 8 Talbot Street, 
Maesteg - Installation of 
new fascia and projecting 
signs. 

Mr Anthony Jones - 25 West 
Road, Porthcawl - Erect res¬ 
idential property in rear gar¬ 
den. 

SCA Hygiene Products 
Tissue Ltd - Georgia Pacific 
GB Ltd, Bridgend Paper 
Mills, Llangynwyd - Pulp 
store side walls (part) 
replacement of patent glaz¬ 
ing with metal cladding. 

Mr Alex Evans - Crossfit 
Penybont Units, 4-5 George 
Street, Bridgend Industrial 


Estate - Change of use of 
unoccupied unit into a cross- 
ffi gym. 

Mr D Robinson - 10 St 
Andrews Road, Wildmill - 
Dormer extension to rear. 

Mr A Williams - Units 1 and 
2, Moor Road, Waterton 
Industrial Estate, Bridgend 
- New offices adjacent exist¬ 
ing warehouse. 

Mrs Sally Grey - Field at 
Cefn Carfan Road, 
Bryncethin - Erect hay stor¬ 
age/shelter for livestock 
agricultural bam. 

Coychurch Higher CC - 
Field at junction B4280 


High Street, Heol-y-Cyw, 
Bridgend - Conversion of 
parcel of land for use as 
community garden. 

Mr G Rees - 20 Pond Mawr, 
Maesteg - Dormer extension 
to form shower room. 

Mr and Mrs Robert and Jean 
Smith - The Beeches, 
Caroline Avenue, North 
Cornelly - Erect 6ft wooden 
fence around boundary of 
property. 

Hendre Ltd - Ffordd yr 
Eglwys, North Cornelly - 

Vary condition 6 of 
P/08/1037/EUL to amend 
‘two pedestrian refuges’ to 


one. 

Mr Colin Simmonds - 33 
Woodland Avenue, Pencoed 
- Single storey extension and 
alterations to front entrance. 
Rhondda Cynon Toff- Ortho 
Clinical Diagnostics, Unit 
2, Pencoed Technology 
Park, Pencoed - Obs request 
for extensions to current 
facility for additional busi¬ 
ness capacity. 

Mr Ian Coles - 87 Heol 
West, Plas Coity, Bridgend - 
Demolish part of stone wall 
(1.2m high) and provision of 
new parking area. 

Mr Kevin Eorde - 5 Oxford 


Street, Pontycymer - 

Change the use of building 
from shop to residential. 

Ms Allyson Jones - 12 Swn 
yr Afon, Kenfig Hill - 
Convert existing double 
garage to domestic dwelling 
with new curtilage and 
access. 

Mr Robert Thomas - Unit 1, 
23 Ty Merchant, Pencoed - 
Demolish detached dwelling 
and garage and construct 
one pair of two-bed semi 
detached and one pair of 
three-bed semi detached 
dwellings. 

Mr N Hegarty - Ruhamah 


Chapel, Wyndham Street, 
Bridgend - Change of use to 
rear of chapel from D1 non- 
residential to A3 cafe/restau¬ 
rant. 

Ms Catherine Warlow - 6 
Sker Court, Porthcawl - 
Extensions to dwelling and 
extend car parking. 

Mr Chris Habberley - 1 
Merlin Close, Porthcawl - 
Install full-width dormer to 
side elevation. 

Mr Stephen Griffiths - 3 
Walters Road, Bridgend - 
Alterations to attic accom¬ 
modation. 

Rep. Body of Church in 


Wales - St Caiman’s 
Church, Cefn Road, Cefn 
Cribwr, Bridgend - Three 
new detached three-bed 
houses. 

Wales and West Housing 
Association - Coed Parc, 
Park Street, Bridgend - 
Remove and replace two 
dormer windows and some 
internal panelling and 
demolish timber existing out¬ 
building. 

Malcolm Davies -17 Heol 
Shon, Cefn Cribwr - 
Proposed extension to side 
and rear. 
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Por the awl’s 
harbour plan 
a step closer 




The crane lifts 
the gates from 
the barge. 



Did you know 
you can read 
your GEM 
online? 

bridgend- 

today.co.uk 


THE key component in plans to transform Porthcawl 
harbour into a marina, arrived this week from 
Holland. 

Early on Tuesday morning (April 30) GEM photographer 
Malcolm Nugent was on the spot when a barge carrying the 
lock gates arrived on a perfect, still morning. 

The lock gates will mean that the harbour will no longer be 
subject to the tides, and a constant level of water will be 
retained there. 

At 8.30am, the barge reversed and slowly made its way to a 
position directly in front of the Coffer Dam. 

Then, the new gates were lifted off the deck by an adjacent 
crane and lowered to temporary storage, pending fitting at a 
later date. 



Local mums enjoying the new Proud Prams’ class being led by Flying Start language 
and play support officer Shelly-Ann Scourfield-Jones (right). 


BYT will not be 
late for a very 
important date 


YOUNGER mem¬ 
bers of Bridgend 
Youth Theatre 
(BYT) will present 
Disney’s ^ Alice in 
Wonderland JF at 
the Grand Pavilion, 
Porthcawl on May 
29-30. 

The production tells 
the story of Alice as she 
journeys through 
Wonderland, chases the 
White Rabbit, races the 
Dodo Bird, gets tied up 
with the Tweedles, raps 
with a bubble-blowing 
Caterpillar, and beats 
the Queen of Hearts at 
her own game in a fast- 
paced stage adaptation 
of the 1951 film. 

Six junior BYT mem¬ 
bers share the leading 
role of Alice: Rizzoli 
Lee (aged 8) of 
Brynmenyn Primary 
School, Megan Morris 

(12) , Elin Morris (13) of 
Porthcawl Comp, Ella 
Coates (8) of Maes Yr 
Haul Primary School, 
Efion Lawrence-Jones 

(13) of Caerleon 
Comprehensive School 
in Newport and Emily 
Wintle(14), of Y Pant 
Comprehensive, 
Pontyclun. 


Recent recipient of 
the special achievement 
BAETA, Roger Burnell, 
said: “Disney’s Alice In 
Wonderland provides 
the younger members of 
our youth theatre the 
opportunity to show 
what we’re all about. 

“Like Alice, these 
young people will be 
able to use their imagi¬ 
nations and their experi¬ 
ences to explore their 
individual magical jour¬ 
neys. 

“Well over a hundred 
young people with a 
host of different skills 
will play as a team. It’s 
a good year for Welsh 
teams, be it with the 
round or oval ball. This 
BYT team is motivated, 
skilled, passionate... and 
WELSH!” he added. 

Tickets for the per¬ 
formances at 2.30pm 
and 7.30pm on both 
dates are available from 
the Grand Pavilion, 
Porthcawl (01656 
815995 or online at 
www.grandpavilion. co. u 
k) and cost between £6 
and £12 depending on 
seats. 


MUMS and dads in 
North Cornelly are 
being encouraged 
to do more talking 
and walking with 
their babies at 
‘Proud Prams’ ses¬ 
sions. 

Being run for the next 
three weeks by 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council’s 
‘Flying Start’ team at 
Afon y Felin Primary 
School every Thursday 
lunchtime between 
12:30pm and 2pm, fur¬ 
ther classes may be 
added in the future if 
they prove popular. 

Flying Start eligible 
parents can attend the 
free classes to pick up 
some tips on developing 
language skills in chil¬ 
dren aged up to two- 
years-old, take part in a 
few fun exercises, sing 
songs, meet other peo¬ 
ple, and also go for a 
walk and talk around the 
local area before going 


back to the school for 
some fruit and a drink. 

Flying Start is a 
Welsh Government- 
funded initiative which 
aims to provide support 
for fa mi lies in disadvan¬ 
taged areas to improve 
children’s development, 
health and wellbeing in 
preparation for school. 

Coun Huw David, 
cabinet member for 
children and young peo¬ 
ple, said: “This new 
class is another excel¬ 
lent initiative that will 
be really useful for par¬ 
ents and little ones liv¬ 
ing in the Afon y Felin 
Flying Start catchment 
area. 

“Talking and listen¬ 
ing to young children 
when you are out and 
about plays a huge role 
in developing their 
speech. This free class 
also promotes confi¬ 
dence and fitness, and I 
would encourage local 
families to give it a go.” 


Bubbles needs 
a new home... 



lights... Camera... ACTION!' 


It’s My Shout 


“MY name is 
Bubbles. 

“I’m looking for 
a new home, 
where I can he the 
one and only 
feline! 

“My previous 
owner had a 
young family and 
I was fine with 
them, and I do 
still like to play 
like a kitten and 
chase toys. 

I am looking for a 
new family to love and cherish for ever. Could 
that family he yours?” 

GOOD NEWS! After featuring in The GEM 
recently. Penny has been found a new home. 

Contact: Cats Protection, Bridgend Adoption 
Centre, Pant Hirwaun, Bryncethin, Bridgend, 

CF32 9UJ; telephone 01656 726621; or contact 
bridgend.manager@cats.org.uk. 



looking for 
local talent 


IT’S My Shout 
Productions are 
looking for local tal¬ 
ent to work along¬ 
side industry pro¬ 
fessionals on the 
production of a new 
short film for BBC 
Wales this summer! 

They have teamed up 
with Bridgend County 
Borough Council 

(BCBC) and the Arts 
Connect initiative to pro¬ 
duce an original short 
film for BBC Two Wales 
and BBC HD. 

The film will be one of 
a wider series of eight 


short films that will be 
made in areas across 
Wales as part of BBC 
Wales’ ‘Made in Wales’ 
series. 

Once the film is com¬ 
plete, it will be premiered 
at a red-carpet event in 
Wales Millennium 
Centre, before it is broad¬ 
cast on BBC Two Wales 
and BBC HD in 
November. 

Anyone wishing to be 
involved should go to the 
Grand Pavilion, 

Porthcawl at 7pm-9pm 
on May 8 to meet the 
team and register. 
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YOUR CHANCE TO SHARE 
THE COMMUNITY NEWS 



ABOVE: Carnival Queen Cerys Morgan Phillips (with crown) and her attendants. 
Couns Kay John and Gina Hooper are pictured with the girls. 



COMMUNITY 
NEWS from 
KENFIGHILL 
AND PYLE 
by Richard Sims 

Telephone: 01656 746840 
Mobile: 07802 439679 

E-Mail: richarclsims@talktalk.net 



ABOVE: Cynthia and Eric Harris, 
celebrating their diamond 
wedding anniversary. 


DIAMOND 
WEDDING 
MANY congratula¬ 
tions to Eric and 
Cynthia Harris 
from Prince Road, 
Kenfig Hill, who 
recently celebrated 
their 60th wedding 
anniversary. 

Eric was home on 
leave from the Navy 
when he met Cynthia in 
1952, while watching a 
jazz band parade a year 
after his father, a station 
master with GWR, had 
transferred from 
Birmingham to Pyle. 

Romance blossomed 
and they finally married 
in 1953. Eric promised 
that he would leave the 
Navy at the end of 
1961, but prior to this 
their daughter was born 
in 1953. 

Eric kept his promise 
and for a while worked 
alongside Cynthia in the 
Central Cafe, a focal 
point in Kenfig Hill, 
which was owned by 
her mother and in May 
of that year, their first 
son Glenn was born. 

Eollowing this Eric, 
who was an instrument 
engineer, went to work 
in Baglan Bay. In 1964, 
their second son Mark 
was born and Eric 
joined several contract¬ 
ing companies which 
helped him climb the 
ladder. 

However, this kept 
him away from home, 
so he finally found a 
position in Dow 
Coming, which is 
where he ended his 
working life at the age 
of71. 

They celebrated this 


milestone in their life 
surrounded by family 
and friends at a meal at 
the Talbot Community 
Centre. 

It was a particularly 
happy evening, during 
which they were enter¬ 
tained by the brilliant 
comedienne and vocal¬ 
ist, Mandy Starr. 

Eric and Cynthia are 
tremendous supporters 
of the Talbot and they 
requested that instead of 
gifts, they would prefer 
any donations to be 
made to the centre. 

Eric and Cynthia 
would like to thank 
everyone who made 
donations, raising a 
magnificent £380 for 
the Talbot. 

FESTIVAL 

WEEK 

Carnival Queen - 

unlike last year, when 
only three turned up, 
the choosing of this 
year’s Festival Queen, 
her attendants and 
flower girls was a 
huge success. 

With so many turning 
up this year the judges’ 
task was made very dif¬ 
ficult, as there was little 
to choose between all 
who entered. 

However, after much 
deliberation the panel. 


chaired by Coun Gina 
Hooper, chose the fol¬ 
lowing; Carnival Queen 

- Cep^s Morgan 
Phillips, attendants - 
Elbe Jay Griffiths and 
Chloe Pozer, flower 
girls - Evie John, 

Sophie Garone, Elbe 
Thomas, Natasha 
Harper and Melanie 
Coombes. 

They will all be on a 
float in the Festival 
parade on Saturday, 

June 29, which will also 
include the ATC Band, 
the Scouts, Guides, 
Brownies and 
Rainbows. 

For further informa¬ 
tion on festival week, or 
if you wish to take part, 
contact Gina Hooper on 
01656 895504 or 07752 
366241. 

MYNYDD 

CYNFFIG 

JUNIOR 

SCHOOL 

Pupil of the Week - 

congratulations to the 
following pupils who 
were nominated for 
impressing the staff at 
the school last week: 

Lucy Dyde - class 1, 
Ellis Peart - class 2, 
Adam Johnson - class 
3, Matthew Briggs - 
class 4, Heather Phillips 

- class 5, Liam Evans - 
class 6 and Britney 
Griffiths, class 7. The 
headteacher’s award 
went to Lucy Clark - 
class 6. 

Basketball and 
rounders - The School 
played their first match¬ 
es of the season at 
Trelales Primary School 
in Laleston. 

The basketball ‘A 
Team won by 58-22 
with nine different play¬ 
ers scoring. The ‘B’ 
team also did web, win¬ 
ning their match by 
30-0, with eight differ¬ 
ent players scoring. 

Kieran Thomas 
scored both rounders as 
the school slipped to 


defeat in the ‘A’ match, 
even though Jay 
Budkley and Olivia 
Magness also performed 
well. 

Congratulations to 
Holly Lewis, Liam 
Evans and Ben Evans 
who, with over 40 other 
players from across the 
borough, took part in 
the Bridgend Schools’ 
basketball trials at 
Pencoed College last 
week. 

KENFIG HILL 

WELLBEING 

CENTRE 

Activities - organised 
by Mental Health 
Matters at the Talbot 
Community Centre, 
Prince Road, Kenfig 
Hill, on Wednesday, 

May 8,will include: 
dance workshop with 
Valley & Vale from 
2pm to 32pm, and the 
Reading Group from 
3pm to 4pm. 

Everyone is welcome 
to enjoy themselves in a 
friendly environment, 
lpm-5pm, with a cup of 
coffee and join in the 
activities. 

PARISH OF 
PYLE 

AND KENFIG 

A Hymns and Arias 
evening will be held in 
the Parish Hall, Pyle, on 


Friday, May 10, at 7pm. 

Everyone is invited 
to what will be a great 
evening of song, and 
entrance is just £3. 

There will also be light 
savoury refreshments. 

The Mothers Union 
Deanery Festival is 
being held today at 
2.30pm in St 
Theodore’s, Port Talbot. 

A very enjoyable and 
successful coffee morn¬ 
ing for MU projects was 
held last Saturday 
which raised a superb 
£ 220 . 

The trip to see Ghost 
the musical at the 
Millennium Centre in 
Cardiff was a great suc¬ 
cess, with everyone 
enjoying themselves. It 
also raised a magnifi¬ 
cent £200 for the parish. 

The Whist Club 
meets on a Wednesday 
evening at 7 pm. They 
are a friendly group 
who enjoy a pleasant 
game. All are welcome, 
so why not go along 
and join in. 

For further informa¬ 
tion on events and serv¬ 
ices happening in the 
parish, ring either the 
Rev Dr Duncan Walker 
on 01656 740500 or 
07766 710373 or 
Gareth Gardener on 
07779 239302. 


PACT meetings 

YNYSAWDRE PACT, May 2 at Tondu Parish Hall 
at 12pm. 

SARN / BRYNCOCH PACT May 7 at Sam Life 
Centre at 7pm. 

PORTHCAWL EAST PACT May 7 at Newton 
Primary School at 7pm. 

MAESTEG EAST / WEST PACT May 13 at 
Cwm Calon Day Centre at 6pm. 

BLAENGARW / PONTYCYMER PACT May 13 
at Blaengarw RFC at 6.30pm. 

YNYSAWDRE PACT May 15 at Tondu 
Community Hall at 6pm. 

PYLE / CEEN CRIBWR PACT May 16 at Pyle 
Life Centre at 6.30pm. 

NOTTAGE / REST BAY PACT May 21 at 
Nottage Scout Hall at 8pm. 

LLANGYNWYD PACT May 22 at Shiloh Church 
at 6pm. 


Police probe 
a spate of 
burglaries 


BRIDGEND 

DETECTIVES in Bridgend 
are investigating a burglary at 
a house on Clos y Gog in the 
Broadlands area between 
12.15pm and 2.15pm on 
Friday, April 19, when access 
was gained after a rear patio 
door was smashed. 

Electrical items and jewellery were 
stolen, including an i-pad, an Apple 
Mac notebook, a 3D wall-mounted 
Samsung television, a Sony projector, 
a distinctive lady’s Gucci wristwatch 
which has a strap made to look like 
links on a bike chain, a platinum ring 
set with a square diamond, a gold ring 
with diamonds in laid around it and an 
old bronze coin with a ship depicted 
on one of the faces. 

Detective Constable Jason 
Kingdom, of Bridgend CID, said: 
“This burglary took place in the mid¬ 
dle of the day and there will have been 
quite a lot of noise as the patio window 
was smashed by whoever was respon¬ 
sible. 

“We are appealing for anyone who 
may have heard or seen anything sus¬ 
picious in the area to contact us. We 
also want to hear from anyone who 
may be offered any of these stolen 
items for sale.” 

Contact Det Const Kingdom at 
Bridgend CID on 01656 679518, or 
anonymously via Crimestoppers on 
0800 555111 and quote reference 
62130114960. 


PEN-y-FAI 

POLICE are appealing for 
information, following an 
attempted burglary at Sibrwd 
y Dail, in Pen-y-Fai between 
11pm on Saturday April 27 
and 11.30am on April 28. 

“The culprits have approached the 
detached property via a gate leading to 
the garden and attempted to force open 
a window, causing the inner pane to 
crack”, a police spokesman said. 

LALESTON 

A BURGLARY occurred at a 
house in Laleston between 
6am and 4.45pm on Thursday, 
April 18, after a window pane 
in a rear door was smashed 
and a Sony Vaio laptop com¬ 
puter and collection of cos¬ 
tume jewellery stolen. 

PENCOED 

POLICE are appealing for 
information, following a bur¬ 
glary at a house on Penprysg 
Road, Pencoed, overnight on 
Saturday, April 27. 

Access was gained to the property 
after a ground floor window was bro¬ 
ken and forced open. 

• Anyone with information 
about any of the above crimes, is 
asked to contact Bridgend CID on 
01656 679518. 


SCHIZOPHRENIC POURED 
PETROL OVER VEHICLES 


A Vale man set 
taxi on fire after 
‘hearing voices’ 


A MAN suffering 
from mental ill¬ 
ness, poured petrol 
over a taxi parked 
outside a mosque 
and set it ablaze. 

Seconds later, Ralph 
Jackson (42) poured 
petrol over another taxi 
parked nearby in Barry, 
but did not set this vehi¬ 
cle on fire. 

At Cardiff Crown 
Court, Jackson, of 
Kenilworth Road, Barry, 
admitted charges of 
arson and attempted 
arson. 

Prosecutor Tony 
Trigg said that on 
September 14, the two 
vehicles, a Toyota and a 
Skoda, were parked in 
Holton Road. The own¬ 
ers, taxi drivers, were 
worshipping at a nearby 
mosque. 

Carrying a can of 
petrol, Jackson poured 
some of the contents 
over the Toyota and set it 
on fire. 

He poured petrol over 
the Skoda and walked 
away. 

The first vehicle, said 
Mr Trigg, was a total 
write-off, and the owner 
could not believe it 
when he rushed out of 


Report by 

AJ 

SICLUNA 


the mosque to find it 
ablaze. He called the fire 
service, who extin¬ 
guished the blaze. 

Several witnesses saw 
Jackson commit the 
offences and he was 
arrested in Vere Street. 

Said Mr Trigg: “He 
said to the police that 
voices in his head told 
him to burn the cars. 

“He added that he had 
had an argument with a 
man, became upset and 
filled a can with petrol at 
a nearby supermarket.” 

Judge Neil Bidder QC 
said Jackson denied that 
the offences were direct¬ 
ed towards Muslims, but 
he said he had been told 


by these voices to target 
the mosque and those 
who attended. 

The court heard that 
he suffered from schizo¬ 
phrenia, but did not 
comply with medication, 
drank heavily and took 
drugs. 

His counsel, John 
Ryan, said: “When not 
subject to these voices, 
he harbours no preju¬ 
dices. 

“He suffers a condi¬ 
tion beyond his control.” 

Judge Bidder added 
that Jackson had said he 
could set fire to someone 
and a mosque. 

He said the case 
raised several issues, 
including religious 
aggravation. 

“I’m very troubled by 
this case,” he said, and 
adjourned sentence to 
May 13. 


Did you know 
you can 
read your 
GEM online? 

bridgend-today. co. uk 
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CARDIFF CROWN COURT ROUND-UP by AJ SICLUNA 


Dealer (20) gets suspended 
sentence for drugs offences 


A DRUGS dealer has been 
jailed for 16 months, the 
sentence suspended for two 
years, at Cardiff Crown 
Court. 

Brett Me Addon (20), a former 
supermarket worker with no pre¬ 


vious convictions, was said by 
Judge Niclas Parry, to be a “prolif¬ 
ic supplier who didn’t profit great¬ 
ly” 

McAddon, of Ravenshoe Road, 
Barry, admitted being concerned 
with the supply of mephadrone 
and cannabis, and possessing 


those drugs with intent to supply. 

The Judge said: “Every now 
and again, a community comes 
under siege because of drugs. 

“Barry is suffering from an 
influx of mephadrone and society 
and the community look to the 
courts to deal with this.” 


Llangeinor man went back to 
prison - to commit burglary 


JUST 17 weeks after he 
was released, a man bur¬ 
gled a unit in Parc Prison 
where short-term prison¬ 
ers were assisted. 

As a result, he has been jailed 
for six months, the sentence sus¬ 
pended for a year at Cardiff 
Crown Court. 

Anthony Lewis (34) of Craig 
Las, Llangeinor, admitted bur¬ 
gling a prison support unit at Parc 
Prison, Bridgend, and stealing 
cables and a computer. 


Prosecutor John Warren said 
that the unit was within Parc 
Prison, and was used for monitor¬ 
ing and helping prisoners before 
their release. 

On January 16, Lewis broke 
into the unit. He damaged doors 
and windows, and took property 
worth £1,400. Some of the items 
were found within the prison 
grounds. Also found was a foot¬ 
print of Lewis. 

He was arrested, and he said: 

“I haven’t done it.” 

Passing sentence. Judge Niclas 


Parry said he could not complain 
if he was sent back to prison. He 
added: “You have an appalling 
record and you are not long out 
of custody. You attacked premises 
of those who helped you. 

“However, they continue to 
support you. You don’t deserve 
it.” 

He was also made subject to a 
supervision order for a year, and 
ordered to observe an electroni¬ 
cally-tagged curfew between 6pm 
and 6am for two months and to 
pay £60 victim surcharge. 


Man escapes jail 
by ‘skin of teeth’ 


A YOUNG Brackla 
man escaped prison 
“by the skin of his 
teeth” when he 
appeared at Cardiff h"c 


because he had been 
drinking all day. 

He was said to have 
convictions for 36 
offences, including pub- 
order matters and 


Crown Court. causing criminal damage. 

Adam Green (19) of Mr Howells said the 
Glendower Close, admit- affray involved a distur- 
ted a charge of criminal bance outside the 
damage. He was also in Haywain pub, Brackla, 
breach of a suspended involving 10-15 people, 
sentence for offences of His counsel, Matthew 
affray and possessing an Roberts, said: “His 
offensive weapon. offending is all to do with 

He was jailed for three alcohol.” 
months, the sentence sus- Recorder David 
pended for two years, Aubrey QC told him: 
ordered to pay £300 “You have built up for a 
compensation, £340 young man an appalling 
prosecution costs and a record. When in drink, 
victim surcharge of £80. you act like a drunken 
Prosecutor Jason oaf, and people coming 
Howells said on March across you should be ter- 
16, while walking along rified. 

Market Street, Bridgend, “Within days of hav- 
Green damaged a wing ing a suspended sen- 
mirror of a Renault car tence, you smashed that 
belonging to June James wing mirror. You have 
outside a takeaway. put yourself at risk of 
“He was identified, going to prison, but I 
tried to hide, but was have decided you have 
arrested. The witness saw escaped that by the skin 
him punch the mirror for of your teeth.” 
no reason.” The judge also 

Green said he could imposed an alcohol 
remember nothing assessment order. 


Thriller to he 
highlighted at 
hook festival 


THE Cowbridge Book 
Festival 2013 is gear¬ 
ing up for its second 
event of the year and 
will soon be welcom¬ 
ing the author Rhidian 
Brook who will make a 
presentation about his 
latest book ‘The 
Aftermath 

Based on his grandfa¬ 
ther's experiences in 
post-war Germany, 
Rhidian Brook’s new 
novel, The Aftermath, is 
set in the British 
Occupied Zone of a 
derelict Hamburg in 
1946. 

It focuses on the dev¬ 
astation of both the vic¬ 
tors and the defeated 
and highlights the daunt¬ 
ing task of rebuilding a 
completely demoralised 
Germany for the future. 

It is a superbly con¬ 
trolled emotional thriller 
of passion, betrayal and 


conscience. 


Rhidian is an award¬ 
winning writer of fiction. 


STEAMED UP 
DOUBLE GLAZING? 


Df>n*t thi* FrarnKt... tKn 


Broken or Damaged Windows? 
Fauky Hinges, Handles or Locks? 
the latent energy saving glass? 

5 year guarantee on new double glazing. 


2 


. .we make savin;; money perfectly clear. 


Call FreephOM 0800 61 21 118 
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television drama and 
film. 

The Afiermath is 
being published in 20 
countries and is already 
being developed as a 
feature film by Ridley 
Scott’s production com¬ 
pany Scott Free and 
BBC Films. 

Rhidian is a entertain¬ 
ing speaker who has 
written many scripts for 
the BBC and for the last 
ten years he's been a 
regular contributor to 
Thought for the Day. 

Festival organisers 
are very excited about 
this event as they are 
aware of the “buzz” 
associated with the 
book. It was bought in a 
ten -way auction by 
Penguin Publishers and 
even though it will not 
be published until May 2 
Amazon is already giv¬ 
ing The Aftermath a five 
star, rating. Obviously 
the publishing world is 
anticipating a best sell¬ 
er! 

After the presentation 
there will be an opportu¬ 
nity to purchase the 
book and enjoy a glass 
of wine and a chat with 
the author as he signs 
his books. 

As in previous years 
all proceeds from 2013 
events will be donated to 
The Noah's Ark Appeal 
Children’s Hospital of 
Wales and Leukaemia & 
Lymphoma Research. 

Rhidian will present 
The Afiermath at 7:30pm 
on Wednesday, May 15 
at Cowbridge United 
Free Church, tickets are 
£5 including a glass of 
wine. 

Further information 
,including more detail on 
this book, is on the web¬ 
site www.cowbridge- 
bookfestival. co. uk. 

SRC 


Prosecutor John Warren said 
that last July, McAddon was 
stopped in Barry by the police and 
searched on the spot. 

He had on him a quantity of 
mephadrone and cannabis, and 
cash of £269. 

On his mobile phone were 
drug-related texts. 

“He was actively involved in 
supplying to a wide range of peo¬ 
ple at street level.” 

Mr Warren said that when inter¬ 
viewed, he claimed the property 
found by the police had been left 


at his home by a friend, and said 
that the money also belonged to 
this friend. 

When shown the text messages, 
he said: “No comment.” 

His solicitor, Adam Sharpe, 
said: “This is his first experience 
of the criminal justice system and 
he faces the prospect of immediate 
imprisonment.” 

He said the value of the drugs 
was at the lower end of the scale, 
and the operation was unsophisti¬ 
cated. 

He said that in the past. 


McAddon had encountered 
mephadrone and had become 
addicted to it. 

“His offences were out of char¬ 
acter. He had experienced the dark 
side of the drugs world, and last 
year was assaulted and suffered a 
head injury which needed staples. 
He is very naive.” 

He was also ordered to carry 
out 300 hours unpaid work and to 
observe an electronically-tagged 
curfew from 6pm to 6am until 
August 24, and to pay £100 victim 
surcharge. 



2 for 1 designer 
glasses from £99 


£10 EYE TEST 

Valid (lor ono bookod oo or brforp 29 iurt» 2013 x dlscountRd prc« ot only 
f JO. sc«irhpr at tirnf of tpst C^nnt hp pjirtungfd for rash, :*vd vwir^ nthpr 

^oiichQrs Of (TKtfPrrwd Ov custoinprs alroody pmitlpi: to a hpo kHS py*' 
ppfsoc a? c«rt>r»odtlng Sppcvitprs storps oo(» mw 


•rail 0800 0680 241 



t ftr I mz 


■*T 'j -: z: t 

: ~-i fdrji a»J tji% ti** ttriiffciM*- U 

kOTMM »clcM Plir - fBf Irat ■ y»j- Ini tots 






















8 - THE GEM 


p 


www.facebook.com/semnews • www.twitter.com/sem news 


Thursday, May 2nd, 2013 


YOUR CHANCE TO SHARE THE 
COMMUNITY NEWS IN THE GEM 


BASKETBALL 
TRIUMPH 
Congratulations to 
the Tynyrheol 
Primary School 
basketball team 
who represented 
the school in the 
South Wales 
Consortium finals. 

They were Amber 
Croale, loan Davies, 
Bailey Dowling, Rhian 
Jeremy, Kai Lewis, 
Rhodri O’Brien, Faith 
Rose, Thomas Sage, 
Jake Whitfield, 
Charlotte Wong, and 
reserves Tyler Davies 
and Ellis Lake. 

They took on schools 
in Bridgend, Cardiff, 
Merthyr Tydfil, 
Rhondda Cynon Taff 
and the Vale of 
Glamorgan - probably 
more than 200 schools. 

Tynyrheol met 
Pencoed in the final, 
and this went to a 
penalty shoot-out, 
which they won. 

What a fantastic 
achievement for such a 
small school. 

I must also congratu¬ 
late the pupils from 
Heronsbridge Special 
School, who submitted 
an exhibit in the recent 
Royal Horticultural 


Show in Cardiff. 

The judges were 
thoroughly impressed 
by the school’s wood¬ 
land theme which was 
titled the ‘Artful 
Bodger’s Garden’. 

The exhibit which 
was built by pupils 
under the guidance of 
horticulture tutor 
Anthea Guthrie, and it 
was given a gold award 
and the prestigious 
‘Best in Show’ 

It is now intended for 
the garden to be recreat¬ 
ed in the school’s 
orchard, to provide a 
woodland area for 
pupils to enjoy outdoor 
learning. 

Being an ex-member 
of the RHS and know¬ 
ing the quality of the 
judging, I believe this is 
a terrific achievement 
and hope it will be 
recognised by the com¬ 
munity. 

CEFN CRIBWR 

PRIMARY 

SCHOOL 

THE school has 
recently included the 
Chinese dialect of 
Mandarin in its cur¬ 
riculum. 

The school already 
offers French in an 
after-school club activi¬ 


ty, but it wanted to 
incorporate another lan¬ 
guage. 

With China’s rapid 
expansion in the busi¬ 
ness world. Mandarin 
could be a useful lan¬ 
guage for the children 
to learn. 

The headteacher, Mr 
Stephen Howells, is 
hoping to introduce a 
further language in the 
future, and it is hoped 
the school will achieve 
full accreditation for the 
International Schools 
award. 

It has already 
attained the intermedi¬ 
ate award. 

CHOIR’S AGM 

Cor Meibion Cwm 
Garw (Garw Valley 
male choir) recently 
held its Annual 
General Meeting. 

Chairman Mr Cedryn 
Lloyd reported that the 
choir had performed in 
17 concerts during 
2012, the most notable 
the choir’s 50th 
anniversary concert in 
the Tabernacle Chapel, 
Pontycymer. 

Other important 
engagements included 
the visit to Wiltshire to 
perform at a joint con¬ 
cert with the 
Chippenham MVC, and 


NORTH BRIDGEND NEWS 

A message for all readers in the north of Bridgend who 
would like to have items included in the community news 
columns of The GEM: 

If you wish to submit reports on any social activity in this 
region, please contact me. 

I am very approachable and will endeavour to include 
every newsworthy subject. 

Contact details: CLIVE MITCHELL 
1 Tyn-Y-Coed Close, Sarn, Bridgend CF32 9NQ 
TEL: 01656 725399 
email: tynycoedl@yahoo.co.uk 



singing at the inaugura¬ 
tion of Coun Marlene 
Thomas of Cwm Garw 
as Mayor of Bridgend 
County Borough. 

The choir, a regis¬ 
tered charity, made 
donations to the follow¬ 
ing appeals: The 
Gleision Drift Mine 
Tragedy, The Royal 
British Legion, The 
Flanders Welsh War 
Memorial, Cancer 
Research UK and the 
Tabernacle Church 
Organ Fund. 

The chairman offered 
much deserved thanks 
to musical director, 
Bryan Young, and 
accompanist and deputy 
conductor Mrs Margaret 
Rich, for their leader¬ 
ship throughout the 
year, and to the officers 
of the choir for their 
continuing contribution. 
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WOMEN’S 

CHOIR 

Cor Merched Cwm 
Llynfi (Llynfi Valley 
Ladies Choir) is 
rehearsing for its tour 
in London, from May 
10 ,- 12 . 

The choir will be per¬ 
forming in a concert at 
the church of St John 
the Baptist in 
Kensington on the 
Friday, and on Saturday 
will be taking part in a 
singing festival in St 
Matthew’s Church, 
Ealing. 

The choir would be 
pleased to hear from 
ladies with voices in the 
lower ranges and con¬ 
traltos. 

It rehearses at the 
Celtic Club in Garth on 
Wednesday evenings at 
7pm, so why not go 
along and enjoy a socia¬ 
ble evening with this 
group of ladies? 

TYNYRHEOL 

PRIMARY 

SCHOOL 

MR Martin Griffiths, 
the head teacher, 
would like to thank 
and congratulate the 
pupils who took part 
in the recent cross 
country race at 
Newbridge Fields. 

When the school 
returned from the recent 
school holidays, Martin 
received a notice from 
‘Y Urdd Gobaith 
Gymraeg’, which was 
holding the race in two 
days’ time, and was 
open to schools in mid- 
Glamorgan. 

He sent a note to the 
parents of the pupils, 
and was pleased that 
next day everyone in 
the team informed him 
that they could com¬ 
pete. 

The pupils were 


Did you 
know 
you can 
read 
your 
GEM 
online? 
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Amber Croale, loan 
Davies, Bailey 
Dowling, Rhian Jeremy, 
Kai Lewis, Jamie 
McCann, Rhodri 
O’Brien, Cameron 
Phillip s -Gardner, 
Thomas Sage, Jake 
Whitfield and Tyler 
Williams. 

In particular, Martin 
would like to congratu¬ 
late loan Davies, who 
took first place in the 
year-6 boys’ race. 

He would also con¬ 
gratulate the following, 
who were selected for 
trials for the Bridgend 
District county squad: 
Amber Croale, loan 
Davies, Kai Lewis and 
Faith Rose, with loan 
Davies and Kai Lewis 
being chosen for the 
future second trial. 

LALESTON 

GARDENING 

CLUB 

The club, located in a 
building near the 
church, is holding a 
coffee morning and 
plant sale on Saturday, 
May 11, lOam-12 
noon. 

The plants are all 
grown by the members 
and there will be a num¬ 
ber of other attractions, 
such as stalls selling 
homemade cakes. 

BRIDGEND 

CARERS’ 

CENTRE 

The above centre is a 
charity which has set 
up to provide support 


and information to 
carers, located in 87, 
Park Street, Bridgend, 
CF31 4AZ (tel 01656 
658479) and is a wel¬ 
coming venue for all. 

Today, Thursday, 

May 2, there will be an 
outreach group at 
Trinity Church Hall, 
Porthcawl from 10am to 
12 noon. 

The same day, from 
1pm to 2pm, carers can 
take part in light exer¬ 
cises in Darija’s ‘body 
blitz’ at the centre. 
Telephone the above 
number to book a place. 

On Monday, May 6, 
the centre will be closed 
for the bank holiday. 

On Tuesday, May 7, 
the outreach group will 
be at the Princess of 
Wales Hospital. 

At the centre on the 
same day, the parent 
carers consultation 
group will be meeting at 
10.30am with light 
refreshments being pro¬ 
vided between 1pm and 
3pm. 

The community cafe 
will be open on 
Wednesday, May 8, at 
the centre between 
12.30pm and 3.30pm, 
where carers can enjoy 
a chat with friends and 
discuss any problems 
they may have. 

TONDU 

PRIMARY 

SCHOOL 

Mrs Susan Pilcher has 
congratulated the fol¬ 
lowing pupils, who 
achieved 100 per cent 
attendance last term. 

They are as follows 
(class names first): 

Afan: Maddie Flower, 
Rhys Hopkins, George 
Jarman-Davies, and 
Isabelle Thomas. 

Cynjfig: Jake Dyke, 
lestyn Galtry, Rhydian 
Galtry, Erin Marshall 
and Emily Williamson. 

Ewenni: Elis 
O’Connor, Ben Thomas 


and Daniel Williams. 

Garw: Carwyn Barry, 
Noah Barry, Maddison 
Evans, and Grade 
Jones. Llynfi: George 
Barry, Melina Dewson, 
Levi Harry, Brandon 
Hearse, leuan Lane, 
Sophie Tipper, Amelia 
Webb and Bobby 
Zziwa. 

Ogwr: lestyn Ellis, 
Ben Fisher, Evie 
Higgins, Jorja Higgins, 
Frazer Marshall, Harley 
Thomas, Cariad 
Westlake and Luka 
Wood. 

Rhondda: Rhys 
Baker, Jonny Evans, 
Kieran O’Connor and 
Drew White. 

Taf: Libby Barrett, 
Shannon Evans and 
Jessica Hearse. 

Usk: Garin Atkinson, 
Sian Ki nsman and Ben 
Pritchard-Davies. 

Susan has also con¬ 
gratulated the following 
pupils on attaining the 
most ‘good manner 
points’ in their classes 
last term, and took them 
for a celebratory tea at 
the ‘Hotpot’ cafe, 
Aberkenfig last 
Tuesday. 

The pupils were: 

Afan, George 
Jarman-Davies and 
File-May Jones; 

Cynjfig, Chanelle 
Davies, Erin Marshall 
and Sion Lane; Ewenni, 
Chase Owen and Ella 
Williamson; Garw, 
Tanny Samra and 
Callum Withey; Llynfi, 
Cameron Baker and 
Lara Morris; Ogwr, 
Sasha Flower and Tyler 
Richards; Rhondda, 
Amy Brice-Richards 
and Morgane Chauvel; 
Taf, Joseph Humphreys, 
Ellis McGuinness and 
David Ward; Usk, Kai 
Hughes and Alanys 
Williams. 


Dinas Windows Ltd 

SAME NAME- SAM 

Get a quote now 25th Anniversary 
New Windows • Doors • Conservatory 
Porches • Fascia Soffits and Guttering 


We also do repair work 
to Windows and Doors 
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Local choir lights 
up London venues 



ABOVE: The choir perform in the stunning 
setting of the Victorian 
Normansfield Theatre in Teddington. 

THE Kenfig Hill by their musical director, 
and District Male Juliff and accompa- 

Voice Choir have nied by Beryl Evans. 

voice i^noir nave 

just had a most sue- joined by Georgia Mae 
cessful weekend in Bishop, a wonderful 
the wealthy suburbs mezzo soprano. Georgia, 
of London, writes who is a native of Jersey, 

Richard Sims. ‘> 8 ™ be joining the 

choir when they perform 
At the invitation of the Jersey Opera 

I^angdon Down Centre, jjouse on Saturday, June 
they gave a concert on ^ 

Friday at the wonderful ’ 

Victorian Normansfield choir after 

Theatre m Teddington. when they 

It was a sold-out con- tpgij. annual per- 

cert, with the last of the formance in the Grand 
tickets napped up two Pavilion, Porthcawl on 
months ago. Following 5 

this, the choir left their jpjg year’s show is 
hotel in Croydon and entitled ‘A Summer 
travelled to Bromley on Choir Feast’and will fea- 
the other side of Fondon t^j-e four choirs with 
to perform for the more than 120 voices. 
Orpington Rotary Club, This concert is very 
in the Arts Theatre within popular and always a sell 
Bromley High School. out, so to avoid disap- 
This fulfilled a prom- pointment, tickets are 
ise made when they last now on sale at the 
performed there two Pavilion box office, from 
years ago. a choir member, or by 

The choir was con- calling the secretary on 
ducted at both concerts 01443 229227. 


^ Sneak thief ^ 
steals guitar 
from home 

POLICE are investigating an opportunist 
burglary at a house on Greenfield 
Terrace, North Cornelly, between 
12.50pm and 1.30pm on Saturday, April 
20, while the householder was mowing 
his lawn. 

The thief entered the house and stole £50 in 
cash and an electric guitar with the word 
‘Heritage’ on the neck. 

The rare ‘sunburst’ design has a light tan- 
coloured centre with darker edges and was inside 
a black carry case labelled ‘Gibson Equipment’ 
Detective Constable Jason Kingdom warned: 
“While we are all enjoying our first taste of sum¬ 
mer, we should not become complacent with our 
home security. 

“If you are working in your garden, or popping 
out, even if it’s just next door, always make sure 
your house is locked and secure.” 

Anyone with information can contact 
Det.Constable Kingdom at Bridgend CID, on 
01656 679518, or free and anonymously via 
Crimestoppers, on 0800 555111 (quote reference 
\ ^130116089). J 


A local firm 
teams up 
with charity 


BRIDGEND-based 
property company 
Jehu Group has 
announced a lead¬ 
ing mental health 
organisation as its 
charity partner of 
the year. 

Mind Cymru has been 
selected due to its long 
standing commitment to 
mental health issues in 
Wales. 

Established in 1973, 
the organisation is 
recognised as an influ¬ 
ential partner in the 
development of mental 
health and community 
care policy in Wales, 
working alongside the 
Welsh Government, and 
other parties. 

Mind Cymru funds 
campaigns and research, 
and its 20 local associa¬ 
tions across Wales, 
directly support people 
with mental health con¬ 
ditions, including 
depression and schizo¬ 
phrenia. 

As one in four people 
in Wales will have a 
mental health problem in 
any given year, Jehu 
Group’s investment will 
help the charity to carry 
out initiatives that raise 
awareness of mental ill¬ 
ness and offer advice to 
individuals across the 
country. 

Statistics show 20% of 
the workforce are likely 


to have mental health 
issues at any one time, 
putting significant strain 
on Welsh work places. 

As part of the partner¬ 
ship, the house builder 
will help Mind Cymru to 
promote the benefits of a 
mentally healthy work¬ 
force. 

David Bentley Miller, 
resources manager for 
Mind Cymru, said that 
the collaboration will 
help the charity to deliv¬ 
er important messages. 

"Working with the 
Jehu Group will enable 
us to highlight the 
importance of good men¬ 
tal health, particularly 
in small to medium work 
places where staff well¬ 
being is crucial to busi¬ 
ness performance. 

"2013 marks our 40th 
anniversary and I am 
looking forward to plan¬ 
ning activities with Jehu 
that will help us to reach 
and support more peo¬ 
ple ". 

Andrea Gardner, sales 
manager at Waterstone 
Homes, part of the Jehu 
Group, said: 

"I am thrilled that 
Mind Cymru are our 
charity partner, as I am 
inspired by the work they 
do to combat mental 
health problems in 
Wales. We have many 
ideas planned, including 
a skydive, which 1 will 
be taking part in. " 


RECORD SHOW 

THE record-breaking touring show presented by 
Duggie Chapman - We’ll Meet Again - clocks up 
an amazing 15th year on the road in 2013. 

The show is on a nationwide tour from March to 
June, visiting 65 venues, including Porthcawl’s 
Grand Pavilion on May 16. 

ROTARY WALK 

THE Rotary Clubs of Bridgend, Maesteg and 
Porthcawl will be holding this year’s annual 
charity walk on July 14 to support local charities 
serving communities in the Bridgend county bor¬ 
ough. 

It will start near the Fifeboat Station at the east 
end of the Promenade; follow the Esplanade, West 
Drive and the coastal path to Rest Bay and return. 

The walk will start at 12pm. Enquiries to 01656 
645148 and 01656 788735. 


Charity will help older^ 
vulnerable people when 
the welfare reform bites 


AGE Concern 
Morgannwg is aim¬ 
ing to ensure vul¬ 
nerable older peo¬ 
ple get independent 
advice about their 
entitlements follow¬ 
ing UK welfare 
reform. 

The charity has been 
awarded a £ 10,000 grant 
from Coalfields 

Regeneration Trust 
(CRT) Wales to allow it 
to employ a business 
development manager to 
help raise awareness of 
the organisation and the 
support it can provide. 

“This will reinforce 
the message that local 
charities are at the front 
line every day, support¬ 
ing vulnerable, isolated 
older people often living 
in poverty and alone,” 
said Age Concern 
Morgannwg chief execu¬ 
tive Rachel Rowlands. 

“They will benefit 
from our help as inde¬ 
pendent advocates when 
faced with life-changing 
decisions, and they will 
receive our support to 


help them live independ¬ 
ently in their own homes 
for as long as they wish.” 

The 2011 census 
showed that just over 40 
per cent of the three 
counties’ population is 
aged over 45, with half 
of those aged over 60. 

Age Concern 

Morgannwg has 63 staff 
and 73 volunteers sup¬ 
porting more than 
10,000 people each year, 
and last year helped 
them to get over £ 1 . 8 m 
in welfare benefits and 
disability allowances. 

“As people live longer 
and pressures on the 
public purse grow ever 
greater, services for 
older people are pared to 
the bone,” said Rachel 
Rowlands. “Many older 
people struggle with 
loneliness and feelings 
of worthlessness, often 
thinking of themselves 
as a nuisance, whom 
society considers an 
irrelevance. 

“We know exactly 
who to contact when our 
clients talk to us about 
the problems and chal¬ 
lenges they face.” 


Council leader 
is named as 
Armed Forces 
champion 

LEADER of 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council, 

Mel Nott, is the 
authority’s ‘Armed 
Forces Champion’ 
and will play a key 
role in helping 
BCBC adopt an 
Armed Forces 
Community 
Covenant, a coun¬ 
cil spokesperson 
said this week. 

“A Community 
Covenant is a ‘volun¬ 
tary statement of mutu¬ 
al support between a 
civilian community and 
its local armed forces 
community’ and the 
Welsh Government is 
encouraging all local 
authorities to develop a 
covenant for their area. 

“Local covenants 
complement a national 
Armed Forces 
Covenant, which out¬ 
lines moral obligations 
between the nation, the 
Government and the 
armed forces,” the 
spokesperson 
explained. 

“The council and the 
county borough already 
enjoy a strong and 
important relationship 
with serving members 
and veterans of the 
armed forces and have 
held a number of activi¬ 
ties to show local sup¬ 
port”. 

In 2008, the council 
granted the Royal 
Welsh the Freedom of 
the County Borough 


and re-conferred the 
honour in 2012. The 
same honour was given 
to the Welsh Guards in 
2011. 

BCBC plays a key 
role in marking the 
annual Armed Forces 
Day locally, and has 
helped to organise 
homecoming parades 
and Remembrance 
Sunday services. 

Coun Nott said: “It’s 
an honour and a privi¬ 
lege to be named the 
council’s Armed Forces 
Champion. 

“I have often spoken 
of our long and very 
proud tradition of sup¬ 
porting the armed 
forces in Bridgend 
county borough. 

“I’m delighted that 
we are making good 
progress in adopting a 
covenant which will 
help to build on this. 

“Serving members 
and veterans make a 
significant contribution 
to our communities, 
and this covenant will 
also aim to make it eas¬ 
ier for them and their 
families to access help 
and support in the local 
community. 

“I am proud to be 
their champion for this 
and I have every confi¬ 
dence that our covenant 
will be embraced by 
local people and result 
in even stronger links 
with the armed forces.” 





Service users at a Christmas party held by 
the Bridgend branch of Tesco: Julie Kelly 
(ACM staff) and Mildred Thomlinson from 
Porthcawl. 



Robert Doyle from Maesteg. 



Pauline Eynon (ACM volunteer) Porthcawl 
and Hilda Berringer from Porthcawl. 


Youngsters 
are on song 
at the Abbey 


TALENTED young 
musicians from 
Bridgend County 
Borough Youth 
Music return to 
Margam Abbey 
with the first of two 
summer term con¬ 
certs this weekend. 

Organised by the 
council’s Children’s 
Directorate, the concert 
sees the senior ensem¬ 
bles sharing their talents 
at the abbey at 7pm on 
Saturday May 4. 

Audiences will be 
treated to a mix of mod¬ 
em melodies and histori¬ 
cal harmonies, ranging 
from Elbow’s ‘One Day 
Like This’ to JS Bach’s 
‘Concerto for Two 
Violins’. 

Coun Huw David, 
Bridgend County 

Borough Council’s cabi¬ 
net member for children 


and young people, said: 
“These concerts always 
strike a chord with the 
young musicians’ par¬ 
ents and carers, as they 
can enjoy seeing how 
their musicianship has 
developed throughout 
the term. 

“Learning how to play 
a musical instmment can 
enhance young people’s 
development, which is 
why the council is com¬ 
mitted to continuing to 
provide young people 
with the opportunity to 
learn how to play.” 

Tickets for the concert 
are £6.50 / £3 

Concessions. For more 
information, please con¬ 
tact Jeff Ryan on (01656) 
642658 / 07961 192408, 
or email 

jeffrey. ryan @ b ridgend. g 
ov.uk. 








































10 - THE GEM 


www.facebookxom/semnews • www.twitter.com/sem news 


ww.iwiner.com/sem_news _ Thursday, May 2nd, 2013 

AM’s appeal for robotic 
surgery centres in Wales 


C.S. Boxall is a family 
business established 
since 1990 


C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

Plumbing, Heating & 
Electrical Work 

Over 30 years experience in the industry. 



i^tMiyPRESSURE 
^WASHER 



VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 

Stockists of Draper 
Tools and Plant Hire, 
Garden Equipment 
plus a whole selection of 
Plumbing and Heating 
Accessories 

For all xpur Oil. 
GaS/ Boiler and 
Ago installation, 
service and 
breakdowns 


While 
stocks last 

£108 

Inc VAT 

Recommended 
< Retail Price £244 


20% OFF 

Marked Draper 
Tools and 
Garden 
Equipment 


Suppliers of Fire Wood 
& Gas Bottles 

Serving both the commercial 
and domestic market. 

All work guaranteed - 
Finance Available. 



ELECTRICAL SERVICES 

• Domestic & Commercial 

• Fault finding service 
•Full re-wires 

• New fuse boards 

• PAT testing nAmecri#- 
•Insurance DOfUESTIC 

work etc. INSTALLER I I 






Office 01446 772444 - Freephone 0800 849 1254 

www.csboxall.co.uk u .o • Si 


OPEN: 

Sam 
til 5pm 




c 


A REGIONAL AM is calling for Wales to 
have robotic surgery equipment to treat 
prostate cancer. 

Byron Davies, a Welsh Conservative regional 
AM for South Wales West, met consultant urologist 
Andy Thomas of Bridgend, to find out about the 
appeal launched by the GLAZE charity and Prostate 
Cymru to buy a robot at a cost of £1.7m. 

Wales has no robots, although there are now 42 
centres in England which offer robotic surgery to 
prostate cancer sufferers. 

Mr Thomas is secretary of a 36-strong group of 
urology consultants in Wales who are pressing for 
this facility. He said that there are many advantages 
to using a robotic arm. 

“Eirst of all, we can use 3-D cameras inserted into 
the groin which give a better view. 

“Surgeons then use a console to operate the robot 
arm, which can twist around by 360 degrees, leading 
to more accurate surgery in targeting the cancer.” 

Mr Davies will be urging Welsh Health Secretary 
Mark Drakeford to find the money to buy a robot. 

He said: “I understand that a business case has 
been presented to the Innovations Eund by Cardiff 
and the Vale Health Board. It is proposed to site the 
first robot in Cardiff but two more will be needed - 
one at Morriston and another in north Wales. 

“Men in Wales are being short changed at the 
moment. We cannot allow our treatment to fall any 
further behind England, otherwise we will have a 
second rate service which will not attract the best 
young doctors to come here. 

“We are already finding it hard to fill hospital 
posts at all levels, right up to consultant positions. 
Wales must embrace the latest treatments, otherwise 
doctors will say that they cannot progress their 
careers if they come here, and that would be disas¬ 
trous for everyone in Wales.” 

Mr Davies said that the treatment is free to 
patients from England, but patients from Wales have 
to pay up to £18,000, although they would be treat¬ 
ed by the English NHS in an NHS hospital and 
looked after by NHS staff. 

He went on: “Devolution of health to Wales has 
produced unintended consequences as far as these 
cross-border issues are concerned. 

“I will be calling on the Welsh Government to 
either fund treatment for Welsh patients in England 



ABOVE: Byron Davies with urology 
consultant Andy Thomas. 

or buy this equipment outright. Only one person 
who has applied for treatment in England has been 
funded - all the rest have been rejected, so this sys¬ 
tem is failing.” 

Mr Davies said that Scotland and Northern 
Ireland are due to get these robots, paid for by their 
own governments. 


AUTHOR’S VISIT 

AUTHOR Simon Okill- ^Nobody loves a 
bigfoot like a bigfoot babe - will be at the 
Barry Library at 12pm-2pm on May 10; 
in Rhoose Library at 5pm on May 14; 
and in St Athan Library at 2.30pm on 
May 16. 


OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK. EXCEPT BRIDGEND WHICH IS OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK * WHEEL AUGNMENT SPECIALISTS 
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Children’s choir to shine in 
star-studded gala concert 



VALE-BASED 
Heol-y-March 
Children's Choir 
will feature in a 
star-studded cast in 
‘The Ultimate Gala 
Concert 2013’ at 
Wales Millennium 
Centre (4.30pm, 
May 6), held in aid 
of the Wales 
International 
Academy of Voice 
(WIAV), part of 
University of Wales 
Trinity Saint 
David. 

The award-winning 
choir, which is made up 
of children from across 
the Vale, will join 
Dennis O’Neill (tenor), 
Wynne Evans (tenor), 
Sophie Evans (soprano) 
and Catrin Einch (harp) 
at the gala. 

The evening will fea¬ 
ture performances of 
favourite arias and duets 
from popular operas, 
including the duet from 
The Pearl Fishers, quar¬ 
tet from Rigoletto, 
‘Nessun Dorma’, the 
sextet from Lucia di 
Lammermoor and a col¬ 
lection of classics from 
the West End, all with 
the musical accompani¬ 
ment of the Cardiff 
Sinfonietta orchestra 
and its conductor, 
Jonathan Mann. 

The concert will have 
something for everyone 
as some of Wales’ most 
respected classical 
music talents come 


together to deliver an 
evening of enchanting 
performances at one of 
the world’s most iconic 
arts and cultural venues. 

Speaking of the con¬ 
cert, Dennis O’Neill, 
director of WIAV, said: 
“This gala concert 
promises to be a must- 
see event for any classi¬ 
cal musical enthusiast in 
Wales, as it brings 
together some of our 
most respected and 
highly regarded classical 
musicians. 

“As well as perform¬ 
ances from some of the 
country’s well-known 
names, the evening will 
also showcase the tal¬ 
ents of the future with 
performances from 
members of WIAV and 
Heol-y-March 
Children’s Choir.” 

Under the director¬ 
ship of Dennis O’Neill, 
WIAV provides 

advanced voice coach¬ 
ing to young profession¬ 
al opera singers from all 
over the world. 

The Cardiff-based 
Academy currently has 
21 full-time students 
from 11 countries and its 
honorary president. 
Dame Kiri Te Kanawa, 
regularly visits to coach 
postgraduate students 
and share her expertise. 
Since 2011, the 
Academy has been part 
of the University of 
Wales Trinity Saint 
David. 

Born in 

Pontarddulais, Dennis 
has enjoyed a long 


career as one of the 
world’s leading operatic 
tenors, appearing for all 
the leading companies 
of the world. He has 
specialised in the works 
of Verdi and has sung 21 
of his roles. 

He was awarded the 
2005 Verdi Medal by the 
Amici di Verdi in recog¬ 
nition of his work. 

Tonypandy-born 
soprano, Sophie Evans, 
shot to fame as runner- 
up on the 2010 BBC 
talent show Over the 
Rainbow. Sophie made 
her West End debut in 
March 2011 as the alter- 
nate Dorothy in 
Andrew Lloyd Webber's 
production of The 
Wizard of Oz before 
securing the role for her¬ 
self in Eebruary 2012. 

Wynne Evans is one 
of the UK’s most excit¬ 
ing tenors, having sung 
as a principal with all of 
the major opera houses 
and orchestras, includ¬ 
ing Royal Opera House, 
Covent Garden, Welsh 
National Opera and 
English National Opera. 

Born in Carmarthen, 
Wynne enjoys a close 
association with Welsh 
National Opera, where 
he has worked as a prin¬ 
cipal for the last 15 
years, singing over 50 
major roles. 

Eor many years, 
Catrin Einch has delight¬ 
ed audiences with her 
performances in the UK 
and worldwide. Inspired 
to learn the harp at the 
age of five, her rise to 


Bid for Bluebirds’ shirt at 
Mayor’s charity auction 


The Mayor of Barry, 
Coun Les Sword, is 
holding a ‘remote 
charity auction’ to 
raise funds for his 
charities, Ty Hafan 
and the Teenage 
Cancer Trust. 


Cardiff City FC have 
donated one of their 
newly-designed red tops 
- signed by all the play¬ 
ers. 

Coun Sword said: 
“The shirt will be an 
amazing gift to one 


Highly Successful Business Woman 

Due to expansion, I now seek 5 working partners, 
who must be ambitious and self motivated. 

If you have a supervisory, managerial, sales, 
marketing, recruitment or self employed background or 
feel you wish to develop an extraordinary income, with 
profit sharing, car, free international travel and a 
balanced and flexible lifestyle, with ongoing support 
and training, then I would like to hear from you. 

Call: Julie Shepherd 
01656 838304 

email: julie-shepherd @ hotmail.co.uk 


lucky supporter, or to 
add to someone’s mem¬ 
orabilia collection, espe¬ 
cially since Cardiff City 
have just been promoted 
to the Premier League!” 

Bids are currently 
being received at Barry 
Town Council. Anyone 
interested can either 
telephone on 01446 
704921 or e-mail 
info @harry towncoun- 
cil.gov.uk to register a 
bid. 

The closing date for 
bids is Friday, May 10, 
with an auction taking 
place at the TyNewydd 
pub on Saturday, May 
11 . 


prominence started 
almost immediately, 
achieving the highest 
mark in the UK for her 
Grade VIII exam - at the 
age of nine. She studied 
with Elinor Bennett for 
eight years before enter¬ 
ing the Purcell School. 
Catrin graduated from 
the Royal Academy of 
Music in 2002 where she 


studied with Skaila 
Kanga and received the 
Queen’s Award for the 
most outstanding stu¬ 
dent of her year. 

For more information 
or to book tickets for the 
concert visit 

WWW. wmc.org. uk/Produ 
ctions/201 3- 
2014/DonaldGordonThe 
atre/UltimateGala2013 


Gardens will 
he open in 
Dinas Powys 


THERE is a new 
venue in Dinas 
Powys for visitors - 
as part of the 
National Garden 
Scheme. 

There are four gar¬ 
dens open on Sunday 
May 5, noon to 5pm: 

Ashgrove is a planta- 
holic’s garden based on 
permaculture principles, 
with many unusual 
perennials growing 
together with fruit, veg¬ 
etables, a pond, and a 
woodland garden. 

Rothbury Cottage gar¬ 
den, Mill Road, is one of 
the oldest buildings in 
the village. 

In the early 1900s it 


Welfare advice 

THE Vale Council has been hosting wel¬ 
fare reform roadshows across the Vale - to 
help those worried about how they will cope 
with changes to benefits. 

On May 2, advisors from the council’s benefits 
and housing teams will be in the Civic Offices, 
Holton Road, Barry, to answer questions on 
changes such as the so-called ‘bedroom tax’ 
(under-occupancy). No appointment is necessary. 


was open to visitors as a 
tea garden and remains 
today a green oasis, with 
some unusual plants. A 
delightfully sunny gar¬ 
den. 

Long Drive, located at 
the end of Twyncyn, is a 
substantial area of 
mature trees. There is a 
fine view of the golf 
course, as well as spring 
flowers and an large col¬ 
lection of hydrangeas. 

Millbank House, Mill 
Road, is a secret garden 
located in an old quarry 
with dry-stone walled 
terraces and steps set in 
rock which lead to 
waterfalls, ponds and 
traditional garden plants. 

The proceeds will be 
shared between Dinas 
Powys Voluntary 

Concern and major can¬ 
cer charities. 

The combined admis¬ 
sion to all four gardens 
is in total £4. 



MO PICK IT smt GRtIT OEKIS ON ILDHOt SOH COVER. KOS. 
RENMIIIIS, 0ININ6. CMKTS AND OCCASWIMl FIRMTIlf 



irou Moi loiEvi m mmnt of furniturf wi nwf 

ON DISPUf AND THE PRICES IM JUST AJM7HIC” 



Huge stocks of Beds. Bedroom Furniture. 
Sofas and C7ia/r.s. Leather and Soil Cover... 

Save, Save and Save 

even more this weekend! 
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LLANTWIT MAJOR & COWBRIDGE LIONS CLUB 

COWBRIDGE MAY FAIR 

on the Bear Field, Cowbridge. Bank Holiday Monday, 6th May 10am -4pm Free Entry 

www.lmandclions.org.uk 





For Wills & Probate Contact Mr J A Taylor 

also a full range of legal services including: 
Conveyancing - Residental & Commercial 
Free written quotations on request 


Tel (01656) 653122: Fax (01656) 767097 
12 Park Street, BRIDGEND, CF31 4HZ 
2^(01446) 772212: Fax (01446) 773921 
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Adey 
Fitzgerald 
Walker 

Chartered Certified 
Accountants and 
Tax Consultants 

Professional advice 
and a friendly service 

• Free initial consultation 

• New business start-ups 

• Self assessment tax 
returns/tax advice 

• Business accounts for sole 
traders/partnerships and 
companies 

• Company formations/audits 

• VAT ana payroll services 

Competitive rates 

The Pavilion, Eastgate, 

Cowbridge, Vale of Glamorgan 

Tel: (01446) 772299 

also at Barry (01446) 739953 


Pleased to support the ‘Lions’event 

COWBRIDGE COMPOST 
RECYCLING CENTRE 

FREE Compost Bunker 
operating for all Vale residents 
(visit/collect basis) 

Cowbridge Compost 

Llwynhelig, Cowbridge, 

Vale of Glamorgan. CF71 7FF 

Email us on info@cowbridgecompost.com 
www.cowbridgecompost.com 



Pleased to 

support the lions’and 
to assist with any of 
your travel requirements 

SAM SMITH TRAVEL 


AiTA 

, G8930 


55 High Street, COWBRIDGE 
Telephone: 01446 774018 
Fax: 01446 773695 

sam@sainsmithtravel.com 
www.samsmithtravel.com 



If you like to sing, you’ll 
LOVE Rock Choir! 


-- 

PONTYCLUN & BRIDGEND 

Book your FREE taster session at 

wvvw.rockchoir.com 



LOCAL LIONS BRING 
ALL THE FUN OF THE 
FAIR TO COWBRIDGE 


A LOCAL 
group is 
bringing all 
the fun of a tradi¬ 
tional community 
fair to Cowbridge 
on Bank Holiday 
Monday (May 6). 

The Llantwit 
Major and 
Cowbridge Lions 
Club is building on 
the success of a simi¬ 
lar venture in 
Llantwit Major, and 
everything is in place 
for the Cowbridge 
May Fair, which will 
take place on the 
Bear Field. 

John Andrew, the 
vice president of the 
club, told The GEM: 
“In recent years, the 
Lions have put on a 
community fair in 
Llantwit Major, 
which is staged every 
other year. 

“It made sense to 
do something similar 
in Cowbridge, also on 
an alternate year 


by PHILIP IRWIN 


basis.” 

The Llantwit fair 
takes place later in 
the year, but in the 
case of Cowbridge, 
the Lions decided to 
go for a May fair - 
something which 
used to be a popular 
event in the town. 

They also wanted 
to capture a little of 
that old-fashioned 
community spirit, 
and so the entertain¬ 
ment has been chosen 
with that in mind. 

Pupils from 
Llancarfan School 
are hard at work 
practicing to enter¬ 
tain by dancing 
around the Maypole 
- and it is intended 
that other youngsters 
will be able to have a 
go as well. 

ITV’s Ruth 
Wignall will helping 
out at the Maypole 
dances. 
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hopkins 

SOLICITORS 


WWW hopkinslawlld.com 


ALL YOU NEED TO MAKE THE MOST OF 
SPRING IN AND AROUND YOUR GARDEN AT 

FOREST PRODUCTS 

All timbers pressure treated for longer life. 

Plus probably the most extensive range of 
purpose maije (driveway, privacy an6 gar(den 
gates available. 

There’s more than you think at 
Crossways Estate, Llantwit Major Road, 
Cowbridge CF71 7LJ. 

Tel 01446 773399 

Opening Hours: 

Mon-Fri 8 ain-5 pm; Sat 9 am -12 noon 

Closed Bank Holiday Monday 

www.forestproducts.co.uk 


There will be plen¬ 
ty of children’s races 
and sports competi¬ 
tions, and another 
traditional element 
will be a tug of war 
competition. This will 
be supported by the 
Welsh Tug of War 
association, who have 
supplied the rope, 
and a judge to see 
that the rules are 
fully observed. 

Welsh rugby leg¬ 
end JPR Williams 
will be presenting the 
prizes and, through¬ 
out the day, it is 
planned that infor¬ 
mal teams of various 
ages can be put 
together to try their 
hand at a tug of war. 

Another traditional 
element ~ and you 
can’t get much more 
traditional than this - 
- is a bonny baby 
competition! 

A range of fair¬ 
ground attractions 
will be on the field, 
with the accent on 
rides for the children, 
and the Lions have 
also been delighted 
with the range of 
stall holders who 
have come forward. 

John Andrew said: 
“We have a great 
variety, with craft, 
food and charity 
fundraising stalls, 



A moment from a past 
Cowbridge community event - 
a carnival parade in the 1960s. 


with very little dupli¬ 
cation in the mix.” 

There will be 
music throughout the 
day from the main 
stage, and Cowbridge 
RFC will be running 
a bar during the day. 

The Lions will also 
be bringing their 
famous 'Ring-a-Beir 
attraction - another 
traditional attraction 
- a real test of 
strength. 

So, the main aim is 
for the event to cap¬ 
ture a community 
feeling, and sow the 
seeds for future 
events on the two- 
year cycle. 

Just as important 
is to raise money for 
charities, and the 
Lions have a dual 
aim in this area. The 
local branch supports 
worthy causes on 
both the local and the 
international level. 
CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 13 


CANRA Pub of the Year Status... 

Xhe Vale of 
Glamorgan Inn 

High Street, COWBRIDGE 

A Real Pub 

HOME-COOKED MEALS 

Prepared from locally- 
sourced meat and pro¬ 
duce 

served from 12 noon to 

ales 

A Traditional Friendly Pub with 
a large beer garden and a 
great family atmosphere 

Tel; 01446 772252 


■I 
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www .funfoundationsdaynursery.co.uk 

FUN 

FOUNDATIONS 
DAY NURSERY 

^Are pleased to support 
the ‘Lions’ event 



Vale Forge, North Road, 
Cowbridge CF71 7DF 
Tel. 01446 771117 


Foortckl^i 




Half Price 
4 Kevs^ 


S AII koys 
half price 
with this 
advert' 
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sue medonagh 


11 



Cowbridge 


new prints and 
original paintings 
www.suemcdonagh.co.uk 
The Old Wool Barn, 
Verity’s Court, Cowbridge 
01446 773012 

View and buy 
work, find out more 
about commissions 
on her stand at The 
Cowbridge May Fair 






Lunchtimes & Evenings 
EXCITING NEW DISHES... 

Plus popular dining specials 




’ll “‘14< ' 


Private Parties Negotiabie 


Telephone orders welcome 
T: 01446 771668 ^ 

F: 01446 773539 



www.riverview668.co.uk 


































































Thursday, May 2nd, 2013 


www.facebook.com/semnews • www.twitter.com/sem news 


THE GEM - 13 


LLANTWIT MAJOR & COWBRIDGE LIONS CLUB 

ffif COWBRIDGE MAY FAIR 

' on the Bear Field, Cowbridge. Bank Holiday Monday, 6th May 10am -4pm Free Entry 

www.lmandclions.org.uk 



Plan your day at 

Cowbridge May Fair 

10am Public entry 

11am official opening by the Mayor of 
Cowbridge with Llanblethian, 

Conn Nicola Thomas. 

11.10am (on the stage) - 
Stagecoach Theatre Arts Group. 

11.15am (on the running track) - 
Demonstration by Vale Gymnastics. 

11.30am (stage) - St Donat’s Chorale. 
11.30am Tug of War Competition begins. 

12 noon (stage) - The Lake Marines 
(rock group). 

12.30pm - Maypole Dancing Display. 
1pm (stage) - Rock Choir 
1.30pm (stage) St Donat’s Chorale. 
2pm - Maypole Dancing Display. 

2pm (in th Spider Dome) - 
Bonny Baby Competition. 

2.30pm (stage) - Rock Choir. 

3pm (stage) - The Lake Marines. 

3.30pm - Children’s Fun Races 
on the running track. 

4pm (stage) - Stagecoach Theatre Arts 
4.30pm - Close. 

(Performance times may be subject 
to alteration on the day). 


Meaflowvale Nursery 

Llantwit Major Road, 

LLANTWIT MAJOR 

‘THE PLACE FOR PLANTS’ 


SEASONAL BEDDING: 

• Wide choice of 
geraniums/peiargoniums 

• Hardy Fuchsias 
• Bizzies, Begonias etc. 

Hanging Baskets 
Perennials 

Summer Flowering Buibs 
Shrubs • Soft Fruits 
Call in for ideas and inspiration 


Open to the Public and Trade 

Tel. t)l446 794905 

Monday - Friday 9am- 5pm; 
Saturday 9am - 4pm; Sunday 11am- 4pm 



CHOIR SUPPORTS THE LIONS 
AT COWBRIDGE MAY FAIR 



ABOVE: The St Donat’s Chorale, pictured at 
their recent Cowbridge concert. 


CONTINUED 

FROM PAGE 12 

Locally, organisa¬ 
tions who have 
received help include 
the Cowbridge 
Monday Club for spe¬ 
cial needs adults, 
Tenovus, the British 
Legion, Samaritans, 
and Cowbridge 
Comprehensive stu¬ 
dents who do voluntary 
work in South Africa 
during their summer 
holidays. 

The Lions also help 
individual local people 
in different ways, 
sometimes funding a 
holiday, or supplying 
important equipment 
for someone disabled. 

The local Lions also 
contribute to the Lions 
Club International, 
which runs several 
projects, including 
tackling eye disease 
and blindness in the 
Third World, and dis¬ 
aster relief. 

The Lions are 


creativeCO 

RURAL CQMIVIUNITIES 

Creative Rural Communities 
is pleased to be 
attending the May Fair. 
Come and see us at our stall! 

Mae Creative Rural Communities 
yn falch i fod yn bresennol 
yn y Ffair Mis Mai. 

Dewch i'n gweld ni yn ein pabelll 


creativeCO 




delighted at the level 
of support from local 
businesses, with help 
coming from Waitrose, 
nPower, Lafarge, NFU 
Mutual and Cowbridge 
Leisure Centre. 

Local stores donat¬ 
ing prizes include: 
Tesco; Daisy & Jack; 
Beehive, Pocketful of 
Presents; Filco; Jensen 
Sports; Cowbridge 
Book Shop; Select 
Convenience; WG 
Davies and Happy 
Days. 

The public can start 
looking around at 
10am, and the Mayor 
of Cowbridge, Coun 
Nicola Thomas, will 
officially open the fair 
at 11am. 

John Andrew added: 
“To continue to run 
events such as the May 
Fair, the Lions need 
help! If you would 
like to get involved, 
please contact Llantwit 
Major and Cowbridge 
Lions Club on (0845 
833 6763) or e-mail 
info @ lmandclions.org. 
uk or via the website, 
WWW. Imandc lions, org. u 
k or or via Facebook, 
www.facebook. comAma 
ndclions or by Twitter, 
@lmandclions. 

“Lions welcome 
men and women of all 
ages.” 


A POPULAR 
local choir is 
supporting 
the Cowbridge May 
Fair and will be 
singing twice dur¬ 
ing the day. 

Following successful 
concert in Cowbridge 
Town Hall earlier this 
month, where they per¬ 
formed with the 
acclaimed soprano 
soloist Shoshana Pavett, 
St Donats Atlantic 
Chorale are giving 
something back by sup¬ 
porting the Cowbridge 
and Llantwit Lions’ 
charity efforts on Bank 
Holiday Monday (May 
6). 

In between sets, the 
choir will be publicising 
their forthcoming con¬ 
cert ‘Both Sides Now’ at 
St Donats Arts Centre on 
Saturday, July 6, which 


will feature a variety of 
popular songs from and 
about America. 

Tickets are available 
from St Donats Arts 
Centre on 01446 799100 
or online at www.stdo- 
nats.com 

The choir members 
believe that singing is a 
great way to enjoy mak¬ 
ing music, promote gen¬ 
eral well-being and to 
meet new people (the 
choir does not hold audi¬ 
tions). 

A spokeswoman said: 
“A warm welcome 
awaits you every 
Monday evening at St 
Donats Arts Centre, 
where the choir rehears¬ 
es, 7.30pm-9.30pm 
(term-time only). 

“Anyone interested 
can also contact Gwenda 
Williams on 07774 
215062 or online at 
gwendaw 

illiams @ live. co. uk" 


A warm welcome assured... 


Cowbridge RFC are pleased 
to be supporting the Lions Club 
at the May Fair. Come and 
find us on the day and have 
a go at the ‘Brian Moore’s 
Mouth’ competition. 
Cowbridge RFC run teams across 
all age groups and offers a warm 
welcome to all rugby players and 
supporters, both young and old. 

See you at the fair! 


daisy & jack 
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Services we carry out: I OF VEhiq^q 

• Servicing of vehicles 
in or out of warranty 

• MoT’s 

• Full Land Rover & snap-on diagnostics 

• Engine repairs & replacement 

• Clutches & gearboxes 

• Timing belt replacement 

• Welding • Brakes & Exhausts 

• Tyres & puncture repairs 

WE OPERATE A COLLECTION & DELIVERY 
SERVICE IN LOCAL AND SURROUNDING AREAS. 
Please phone or pop in for a quote 


FED UP OF PAYING HIGH PETROL COSTS? 
WHY NOT HAVE AN LPG CONVERSION BY US. 

01446 773768 

email :vale4x4@ btconnect.com 


Footcare for All - 
Friendly, Professional Podiatrists 




Angela Battrick Sarah Battrick 

Dip.Pod.M.M.Ch.S. BSc (Hons) Pod.M M.Ch.S 

Our treatments include: 

• Nail Cutting 

• Corn and Callous Removal 

• Verruca Treatment 

• Nail Surgery 

• Diabetic Footcare 

• Bio-mechanical Assessment 

• Orthotics 



W 


A Range of Footcare Products Available 
Call: 01446 771058 
23 High Street, Cowbridge. CF71 7AE 
Call: 01446 790199 
Newport House, Commercial Street 
Llantwit Major CF61 6RB 
Email: hello@valepodiatry.co.uk 
www.valepodiatry.co.uk 


HOK 70 tEE VNI S«0)» 


The Vale of Glamorgan 

Labour Party 

We look forward 
to seeing you at 
our book stall at 
The May Fayre 
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Stepping into nature at Aberthaw 



LOCAL residents 
stepped out for a 
nature walk at 
East Aberthaw 
Nature Reserve last 
week, organised by 
Aberthaw Power 
Station in partner¬ 
ship with the 
Wildlife Trust. 

Nigel Ajax-Lewis of 
the Trust was on hand to 
answer questions about 
the diverse species and 
commented: “The high¬ 
light for me was the 
flock of dunlin in the 
high tide roost, the 
small flock of wading 


birds that kept flying up 
and down the shoreline 
as we passed. 

“They were in breed¬ 
ing plumage, and had 
come from north-west 
Africa and were en- 
route to their breeding 
grounds in Iceland and 
Greenland,” he added. 

Another nature walk 
is planned for June 14 
to spot the orchids and, 
hopefully, some young 
waterfowl For more 
details, contact Rachel 
on 01446 744557. 


Difficulty 

Hearing? 

ft ## fv • 

Scott Wroe Hearing 
Centre provides;. 


The highest levels of service and aftercare 

• Independent Advice 

• 30 day trials on all hearing aids 

•The World’s finest hearing aids including 
Widex, Phonak and Oticon 

• Repairs and accessories to all makes and 
models 

• Home visits available 

For more information, or to 
arrange an appointment, please call 

02920 707760 


hmat t tf Cmitf 



Or call into: 

Scott Wroe 
Hearing Centre 

I Station Approach, 
Penarth,CF64 BEE 

www.scottwroe-hearingcentre.co.uk 


DOCTOR BOB’S IN A 
REBRANDING LAUNCH 



^ Bob and Claire of ‘doctor bob BALLOONS^ 
^ UNLIMITED’ welcomed people to their 
^ re-launch event recently. 


HIGH Street Barry traders, customers 
and well-wishers, including Jane Hutt, 
AM for the Vale, and MPAlun Cairns, 
gathered to celebrate the relaunch of doc¬ 
tor bob BALLOONS UNLIMITED, a 
familiar presence in High Street for 17 
years. 

The business is managed by Bob Armstrong, 
the award-winning balloon artist and sculptor, 
who exhibits all over the world. 


^Toivn centre 
parking 
charges were 
never agreed’ 


REGIONAL Tory 
AM, Andrew RT 
Davies has accused 
Vale Council leader 
Neil Moore of “mis¬ 
information”, follow¬ 
ing a GEM column in 
which the Labour 
council chief sought to 
‘separate facts from 
fiction’ on local Vale 
issues. 

He said: “With quite 
remarkable cheek, the 
Leader of the Labour 
Council has used his 
unwittingly ironic col¬ 
umn to falsely accuse 
the previous 

Conservative administra¬ 
tion of introducing park¬ 
ing charges in the Vale. 

“This is at best mis¬ 
guided and ill-informed 
and at worst deliberately 
misleading. Mr Moore 
should now go on public 
record to confirm which 
it is and apologise. 

“The previous 
Conservative administra¬ 


tion discussed the option 
of introducing town cen¬ 
tre parking charges, but 
this matter was never 
agreed either informally 
or formally by the cabi¬ 
net. 

“It couldn’t be further 
from the truth to suggest 
that this tax on the high 
street is the responsibili¬ 
ty of Conservatives in 
the Vale.” 

On the parking 
charges themselves, Mr 
Davies said: 

“Welsh Conservatives 
have argued for some 
time now that local 
authorities should be 
encouraged to imple¬ 
ment free parking 
schemes to encourage 
shoppers back on to the 
high street. 

“If you charge prohib¬ 
itively, you drive shop¬ 
pers to out-of-town 
shopping centres and it 
is the businesses on the 
high street that suffer as 
a consequence.” 


Penarth Computer 
Club - Q & A session 


YOUNG children ask simple 
questions with complicated 
answers - with computers it’s 
the other way around - gener¬ 
ally, the question requires 
much supplementary informa¬ 
tion to produce a simple 
answer. 

With insufficient information, any 
answer must be speculative and limit¬ 
ed to advice about how to proceed. 

There are four main components 
involved in any problem: hardware, 
software, user actions and any error 
message that appears. 

These should be recorded as com¬ 
pletely as feasible when framing the 
question. The more information pro¬ 
vided, the better the chance of a full 
answer. 

Record the EXACT error message. 
Precision might be of prime impor¬ 
tance. As the message could contain 
jargon phrases and long reference 
numbers, the simplest thing to do is 
copy it to the clipboard by immediate¬ 
ly pressing the Prnt Scrn (Print 
Screen) key, usually towards the right 
hand end of the function buttons. 

If you click on the error message to 
make sure it is the active window, you 
can press Alt-i-Pmt Scrn to copy just 
the active window to the clipboard. 
Use your graphics software (or 
Wordpad) to load the picture and then 
print it. 

Make a note of what you were 
doing on the computer when the error 
cropped up. Precision here is more 
difficult, but just as helpful in consid¬ 
ering a solution. 

You could type notes into Wordpad 
to supplement the error message 
image. This would include a note of 
any new software recently installed. 
What anti-virus software is in use and 
is it up to date? Has anyone else been 
using your computer? 


Note the operating system being 
used, together with its version name or 
number. (Right-click on My 
Computer; click on Properties. The 
general tab will display the informa¬ 
tion.) 

Finally supply the make and model 
number of the computer and the same 
for any items of hardware that seem to 
be involved in the problem, such as a 
printer. 

If the error message contains a ref¬ 
erence number a Google search might 
help, but beware of web sites offering 
a free scan of your machine. Many 
will find problems that do not exist 
and ask a fee to solve them for you. 

In the absence of detailed informa¬ 
tion at the recent club meeting, advice 
was proffered on how to proceed 
rather than exactly what to do. 

Laptop touchpads were discussed. 
Most members preferred to use a 
mouse with the laptop resting on a sur¬ 
face. A USB mouse is about £5; a 
wireless mouse is £10 - £12 (and 
could be used on the arm of an arm¬ 
chair if necessary). 

Some older accessories such as 
printers and scanners may not have 
drivers updated for the latest operating 
systems and consequently might not 
work with them. 

Components (cables, peripherals) 
can be checked by testing them with 
another computer. Batteries do get old 
and tired, and forget how to accept a 
full charge. 

Our next meeting is on Tuesday 
May 14 at All Saints Lesser Hall, 
Victoria Square, Penarth. 7.30pm for 
8pm. We will be looking at on-line 
banking. See our website at penarth- 
computerclub. co. uk. 

Howard Desmond 



write a 
Will for only 

€50 

with Ty Hafan and selected solicitors 
for two weeks only. 


visit 
or coll 


to book 


tyhdfan 
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Scouts’ peace lanterns and promises 





Pupils study 
how to bring 
science to life 


MUSICAL GALA 

ULTIMATE GALA at the Wales 


BEAVERS, Cubs, 
Scouts and adult 
volunteers from the 
Vale District met 
on a very windy 
Saturday evening 
to renew their 
Scout Promises and 
to launch floating 
peace lanterns on 
the River Colhugh 
at Llantwit Major. 

With parents looking 
on, the Scouts repeated 
the promise that they 
made when they were 
first invested into the 
world-wide family of 
Scouting. 

“This is a traditional 
ceremony held every 
year on the nearest 
weekend to April 23, St 
George’s Day. 

Lord Baden Powell, 
founder of Scouting, 
chose Saint George to 
be the Patron Saint of 
The Scout Association. 

“He felt that the St 
George, who slew the 
dragon of legend armed 
only with a spear, set a 
good example of faith, 
courage, bravery and 
perseverance, the quali¬ 
ties that he encouraged 
his Scouts to have when 
faced with danger, chal¬ 
lenges or difficulties.” 
explained Simon 
Miskin, District 
Commissioner. 

The Scouts watched 
as adults then launched 
peace lanterns, which 
the Scouts had made, 
onto the river. 

Floating majestically 
(and sometimes with the 
speed of a formula-1 
racing car as they were 
blown by the wind) 
down the river, each one 
decorated; some having 
messages written on the 
outside of the paper 
shade which surrounded 
a single T light, they 
bobbed along and 
glowed as the dusk fell. 


caught before they 
entered the sea and 
returned to their owners. 

“All we took were 
photos and all we left 
were footprints”, said 
Simon. 

Scouts from St Athan 
renewed their promises 
a few days earlier when 
they hiked along the 
coast from Llantwit 
Major to St Donat’s 
Castle. 

“The Scouts were 
very well behaved as 
always, it was a great 
challenge for them and 
on such a beautiful 
evening,” said Wyn 
Gower, the Scout 
Leader. 

“After hiking to St 
Donat’s, all the Scouts 
were looking forward to 
getting on the minibus 
to go back to St Athan. 
They were all excited - 
until I reminded them 
where we had left it!” 


Millennium Centre on May 6 at 4.30pm, is 
a special holiday matinee packed with 
operatic favourites and popular songs from 
the musicals. 

Dennis O ’Neill returns with special guests Catrin 
Finch, Wynne Evans, Sophie Evans, Heol y March 
children’s choir, and singers from the Wales 
International Academy of Voice - accompanied by 
the Cardiff Sinfonietta, conducted by Jonathan 
Mann. 

All proceeds got to the Wales International 
Academy of Voice at the matinee gala. 

Guests and students will appear in arias, duets 
and ensembles from Puccini’s La Boheme and 
Turandot, to Mozart’s Magic Flute and Marriage of 
Figaro, Bizet’s Pearl Fishers, and Verdi’s La 
Traviata. 


CHILDREN at 
Colcot Primary 
School have been 
using the latest 
technologies to help 
them with their 
learning. 

Year-6 have been 
studying habitats and 
adaptation, and as part 
of this topic they com¬ 
pleted a wildlife hunt. 

The pupils were 
encouraged to investi¬ 
gate the school 
grounds and discover 
which living things 
could be found in a 


variety of environ¬ 
ments. 

Pupils used iPads 
and took photographs 
of their hndings and 
then used these to cre¬ 
ate their own fact- 
sheets, using the Comic 
Life app. 

This was a way to 
bring the science to life 
and present their find¬ 
ings in new and inno¬ 
vative ways. 

The children thor¬ 
oughly enjoyed the 
activity and produced 
some excellent work. 

ME 


Walk a Mile in Her Shoes! 



event in 2011. 


ATAL y Fro, a local 
charity dedicated to 
the elimination of 
domestic abuse, is 
asking men to ‘Walk 
a Mile in Her 
Shoes’ on May 11 at 
Barry Island. 

Registration is at 
1.30pm and the walk 
starts at 2pm. 
Registration packs and 
sponsorship forms are 
available from Atal y 
Fro and entry fee is £2. 

Bro Radio will be 
covering the event. 
Women and children are 
also welcome to take 
part in the walk or by 
cheering and supporting 
the men, who are 
encouraged to walk the 
mile in full drag and 
prizes will be available 
for the best outfit! 

A spokeswoman said: 
“It’s not easy to walk in 
heels but it’s a fun way 
for men to raise money 
and awareness about 
domestic abuse in the 
Vale. 

“Two years ago the 
walk was a great success 
and Atal y Fro are hop¬ 
ing even more men will 
take part this year. ” 

Participants can 
obtain registration packs 
by contacting Atal y Fro 
at 222 Holton Road or 
rita@atalyfro.org tel: 
01446 744755. For more 
information on Atal y 
Fro visit 

WWW.atalyfro.org. 



2009 (59) Audi A4 2.0 TDI 143ps Multitionic 
Auto SE, 17in alloys, auto lights & wipers, 


alloys, auto lights & wipers, 
traction control, MP3 radio, CD player, 3 zone 
climate, cruise control, blue tooth, etc . £6995 



2010 (10) Vauxhall Insignia 2.0 CDTi 160 psSE. 

17in alloys, half leather, auto lights & wipers, trac¬ 
tion control, MP3 radio, CD player, 3 zone climate, 
cruise control, blue tooth, etc. 62k. 



(08) Ford Transit Connect T230 

LWB high roof, one owner, FSH, Side 
|door, CD player, HPI clear, 98k .£3495 



(59) Peugeot Partner 850 1.6 

Side door, one owner, FSH, CD 
I Player, HPI clear, 64k . £4,695 


SAVE £££’s 


Part Exchange Welcome 
All vehicles HPI clear 
All prices 
subject to VAT 
unless otherwise stated 

Contact: 

GW TRADE SALES 


Email: 

gwvansales@hotmail.co.uk 



















































16 - THE GEM 


www,facebook.com/slamorsansem www,twitterxom/sem news 


Thursday, May 2nd, 2013 



RRP 

£2499 

£1249 


new season, 


spring 

•event^ 

HALF PRICE 
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How cancer patients face 
crippling financial costs 


FOUR in five (86 per 
cent) of cancer patients 
in Wales are hit by an 
average financial cost of 
£640 a month - more 
than an average monthly 
mortgage payment, 
according to new 
research by Macmillan 
Cancer Support. 

A UK-wide study conducted 
by the University of Bristol 
has looked at how cancer 
impacts on patients’ finances. 

The results from 
Macmillan’s Cancer’s Hidden 
Price Tag report reveal that as 
the economic crisis continues 
to bite, people living with can¬ 
cer have to cope with addition¬ 
al financial burdens, such as 
expensive hospital travel costs 
and increased fuel bills, as a 
result of treatment. 

“Not only do people living 
with cancer have to find the 
money to cover these extra 
costs, they are also losing 
earnings because they are 
unable to work or have to cut 
down their hours. 

“For those in Wales, loss of 
income, which affected a third 
(35 per cent) of people living 
with cancer was particularly 
high, with an average loss of 
£310 per month, ” a spokesper¬ 
son said. 

Six in seven (85 per cent) 
cancer patients in the UK see 
their monthly expenses shoot 
up by £270 a month on aver¬ 
age. In Wales, nine out of ten 


(89 per cent) patients will 
spend more, as a result of 
being diagnosed with cancer. 
The average additional cost for 
a cancer patient in Wales is 
£330 a month, cancer. 

Graham Waring (49), , a 
former Naval Petty Officer, 
was working as a catering 
manager on offshore rigs when 
he was diagnosed with pancre¬ 
atic cancer in July 2009. 

He underwent surgery in the 
September followed by six 
months of chemotherapy. But 
he says that while the treat¬ 
ment was prompt, he felt he 
had to cope with the impact of 
the illness alone and he didn’t 
expect to deal with the finan¬ 
cial implications of his illness. 

“I went from being in a very 
well-paid job to being on 
unpaid sick leave for three 
months, all in the space of a 
day. Shortly after this, I was 
laid off. My world turned 
upside down, I went from a 
normal working guy, to having 
cancer, and then to having no 
job at all. 

“As you can imagine this 
hugely impacted mine and my 
family’s lifestyle. Suddenly, I 
had no income but we still had 
bills coming in and the mort¬ 
gage to pay. You don’t need 
that extra worry when you 
have cancer. 

“At the point of my diagno¬ 
sis, there was no information 
available to me to help with 
the other areas of my life that 
would be affected by my can¬ 
cer diagnosis. 


“During my treatment and 
recovery, it would have helped 
me if I hadn’t had to worry so 
much about financial matters, 
like paying the mortgage. 

“I needed financial advice 
and help on what benefits I 
could and couldn’t claim. If I 
had been signposted to the 
help that was out there, I think 
I wouldn’t have felt so alone 
and isolated. 

“If I’d known about 
Macmillan’s benefits advisors, 
and the specialist financial 
advice it can offer to cancer 
patients from the offset, it 
would have been really help¬ 
ful. 

“Through Macmillan, I was 
able to get a grant which 
helped me pay for new clothes. 
Within three months. I’d lost 
over three stone, so my clothes 
weren’t fitting me properly. 
This really impacted on my 
self-confidence. 

“ The grant gave me the 
money to invest in some cloth¬ 
ing, but it did much more than 
that. After three months I was 
able to put on clothes which 
fitted me properly. 

“This made me feel more 
confident and had a positive 
impact on how I felt about 
myself.” 

Susan Morris, General 
Manager for Macmillan 
Cancer Support in Wales, said: 
“This new research shows that 
cancer comes with a whopping 
price tag for many patients. 
Combined with the current 
recession and with welfare 


cuts, the cost of the disease is 
hitting the most vulnerable 
hardest. With the number of 
people living with cancer in 
Wales doubling from 120,000 
to 240,000 by 2030, this is a 
growing problem which cannot 
be ignored. 

“Cancer costs more than a 
monthly mortgage payment. 

We must act now to protect the 
financially vulnerable from 
having to foot the bill for their 
illness. 

“The Cancer’s Hidden Price 
Tag campaign follows on from ■ 
Macmillan’s Counting the Cost 
of Cancer report which was 
launched in May last year and 
looked into cancer poverty in 
Wales. 

“As a result of the cam¬ 
paign, the Welsh Government 
listened to our campaign calls 
and included a commitment in 
the Together Against Cancer - 
Cancer Delivery Plan pub¬ 
lished in June 2012, that peo¬ 
ple affected by cancer will be 
routinely offered the opportu¬ 
nity to access financial advice 
and support as part of the care 
assessment and planning 
process.” 

For financial support, visit 
WWW. macmillan.org. uk/finan- 
cialsupport to find your near¬ 
est face-to face-benefits advi¬ 
sor in Wales, or call us free on 
0808 808 00 OO.The public can 
support Macmillan to continue 
to raise vital funds to provide 
our services by calling the 
Fundraising Support Centre on 
0300 1000 200. 


‘Back the prostate 
cancer appeal’ -calu 


REGIONAL AM 
Byron Davies is 
urging people to 
support a fund 
raising event for 
the new prostate 
cancer appeal. 

Consultant urologist 
Andy Thomas of 
Bridgend has organised 
a Touching the Sun trek 
in South America in 
July which will see him 
joined by rugby stars 
Bob Norster and Eddie 
Butler. 

They will climb five 


volcanoes in 12 days in 
Ecuador. These are all 
about 23,000 feet high 
and because of the cur¬ 
vature of the earth, take 
climbers closer to the 
sun than any other point 
on earth. 

The trek is taking 
place from July 18-31 
and Prostate Cymru is 
currently selling badges 
to supporters. In all 15 
people will take part 
and they are all seeking 
sponsorship. 

Anybody wishing to 
support them should go 


onto the Just 
Giving.com website and 
go to Touching the Sun. 

Mr Davies, a Welsh 
Conservative regional 
AM for South Wales 
West, is backing the 
appeal to buy a £1.7m 
robotic arm for surgery 
to treat a number of 
conditions, including 
prostate cancer. 

“Any money raised 
by the charity could go 
towards the estimated 
half a million pounds a 
year running costs 
involved.” 


New faces on hoard 
at Cardiff Airport 


CARDIFF Airport 
last week announced 
the addition of four 
non-executive direc¬ 
tors to its board: 
Philip Ashman, 
Geraint Davies CBE, 
Margaret Llewellyn 
OBE and Andrew 
Sargent. 

Philip Ashman has 
over 25 years’ experi¬ 
ence in engineering 
management, delivering 
complex projects and is 
currently vice president 
of Jacobs and also exec¬ 
utive director: major 
projects group for the 
Atomic Weapons 
Establishment. 

Geraint Davies CBE 
is currently senior part¬ 
ner for Grant Thornton 


in UK LLP Wales, 
Chartered Accountants 
in Wales and has been a 
partner for 25 years. His 
experience ranges from 
dealing with listed and 
AIM companies through 
health, education and 
utilities to SMEs and the 
third sector. 

Margaret Llewellyn 
OBE is currently a direc¬ 
tor of Einance Wales, 
board member of 
Shadow Board Ports of 
Jersey (Airport and 
Harbour) and a member 
of the Wales Tourism 
Panel. 

Having started her 
career within ports and 
shipping Margaret has 
gone on to vice-chair the 
Welsh Development 


Agency. In 2004 she was 
awarded an OBE for 
Services to Economic 
Development in Wales. 

Andrew Sargent has 
direct experience of 
implementing significant 
change and transforma¬ 
tion programmes in a 
wide range of industries 
over the last 30 years. 

In the airport sector 
his work has directly 
resulted in two of the 
UK’s most cost effective 
and competitive regional 
airports. 

The non-executive 
directors will work with 
the chairman. Lord 
Rowe-Beddoe, plus chief 
executive Jon Horne and 
other airport directors. 



Before 


Is your kitchen looking unwell? 

7^/r Doof^ OoctoF-/ 

A family business with vast experience in the 
replacement door and worktop market. 

I 

Everything you require from the doors' t):) worktops 
and new appliances anpl sinks. I i ; \ '' t 


anpl 

|in.Tinnn* | 


DOOR 
DOCTOR 

2FSSMFSS, 2FSS COST 


Tike Pot^r Oootor 

01446 688018 
01656 360027 
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FANTASTIC.OFFER 


U _ I 

THIS WEEI^D^NL^ 


ALL 3 SEATER SOFAS* FOR 
THE PRICE OF A 2 SEATER 


PLUS MONEY SAVING 
DISCOUNTS! 






Carpet 

’ Remnants & Rugs 


pJ 



BIG SAVINGS 

where you see this sign 



THIS WEEKEND ONLY! 

MAY BANK HOLIDAY SALE 



upto 


3Years 

Interest Free* 


Bonded Cream Leader Chair.ccmpiaie 
, wih a SiMvel and reciring dcfton 
I I, PIUS FREE MATCHINO FOOTSTOOi 


!i%£199 
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George Street Furnishers 

Furniture • Carpets • Beds • Bathrooms 


NEWPORT 01633 214241 
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4 nmr\ • See IIJlws 


CARDIFF 02920 49 27 27 
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Never forget Barry’s own Dambuster! 



MILITARY historian Dr Jonathan Hicks 
tells the story of the Barry man who took 
part in the most famous British homhing 
attack ofWW2. 

This month sees the 70th anniversary of one of 
the most famous events of the Second World War - 
the Dambusters’ Raid. 

This was the attack on three dams in the Ruhr 
Valley in Germany which took place on the night of 
May 16 - 17, 1943. 

Lancaster bombers from 617 Squadron, fitted 
with the ‘Bouncing Bomb’ attacked three dams. 

One of the crew was Barrian Sgt Gordon Arthur 
Yeo from 52 Castleland Street, who was an air gun¬ 
ner on Lancaster III ED887 AJ-A that took off at 
9.47pm from RAF Scampton as part of the first 
wave of bombers sent to attack the Mohne Dam. 

His aircraft was seen to make an accurate attack 
on the dam and then accompanied Wing 
Commander Guy Gibson, who married a girl from 
Penarth and lived there for a time, to the Eder Dam 
and back to the Mohne once more when the attack 
was finished. 

Gordon’s pilot, ‘Dinghy’ Young, was the deputy 
leader of the raid, ready to take over should any¬ 
thing happened to Gibson’s aircraft. 

Eight aircraft were shot down and 53 aircrew 
were killed, with three being taken prisoner. A total 


of 1,600 civilians perished, many of them Soviet 
prisoners of the Germans. 

Gibson was awarded the Victoria Cross and 34 
other men received decorations. 

The breaching of the Mohne Dam was a major 
achievement; it contained 140 million tons of water 
and was the major source of supply for the industri¬ 
al Ruhr valley 20 miles away. The water that was 
released caused widespread flooding as well as dis¬ 
rupting road, rail and canal networks and the supply 
of electricity and water. 

Unfortunately, Gordon Yeo did not survive the 
raid. His Lancaster was shot down by coastal anti¬ 
aircraft fire and crashed off Castricum ann Zee 
while crossing the Dutch coast at 2.58am. 

Young crossed the coast at too high an altitude, 
possibly due to fatigue or having trouble finding 
navigational landmarks, thereby giving the German 
gunners more time to aim their guns. 

The bodies of the crew were recovered and now 
lie in Bergen General Cemetery. 

I was contacted recently by two relations of 
Gordon Yeo - Belinda Brown and Debbie French - 
who showed me a number of items associated with 
him, including the medals he was awarded posthu¬ 
mously, his last will and testament and the telegram 
that his mother received informing her of his death. 

Gordon’s will was witnessed by his friend Flight 
Sergeant Robert Ackerman of 8 Everard Street in 


Barry who was to be killed on February 21 1944, 
aged 21, in a flying accident when his plane collid¬ 
ed with another in the darkness over his airfield. 

Robert had become engaged to Miss Dee 
Rochester of South Shields only the month previ¬ 
ously and he now lies buried in Merthyr Dyfan 
Cemetery. 

In his last letter home, written just four days 
before he died, Gordon wrote: “I am sorry for not 
writing before but I have been very busy. As a mat¬ 
ter of fact, I have had only one night out in the last 
ten days... last week I went to see ‘Who Done It?’ 
starring Abbot and Costello. It was a good laugh. 

“So you want to know the name of our skipper. 
Well here it is. Squadron Leader HM Young. He is 
not so bad lately. I expect that is because we are get¬ 
ting used to him but he is the cause more or less for 
us not having leave. 

“By the way Mam, has Dad got a spare razor at 
home, as I have broken mine by dropping it and I 
can’t seem to get one in Lincoln.” 

It wasn’t until May 1945 that Gordon’s death, 
aged 20, was finally confirmed to his mother in a 
letter from the Red Cross. 

Gordon Yeo is one of the hundreds of names in 
the Hall of Memory in Barry Memorial Hall - a 
brave man who died in the service of his country. 
His sacrifice should never be forgotten. 



Gordon ’5 Headstone 


• Warehouse clearance event 
- one week only 

• Open daily 10am - 5pm 

• From 3rd May - 10th May 

Natuzzi furniture and accessories • immediate delivery 



NflTUZZI 

ITALIA 


www.nahjzzi.co.uk 
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GEM ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


In Business Update 


IMMACULATE HELP 
FOR CHARITY 


Pet Dental Month 
at Petherton Clinic 


I MMACULATE staff for their dedi- 
Cleaning cated hard work, 

Service would and its loyal cus- 
like to thank the tomers, old and 


• •_>« c« fx ni« 

• |W 

• f' Aik Tm 

m Ai . 

• -ii or lx 



COMMERCIAL, 
DOMESTIC 
CLEANING 
& IRONING 
SERVICES 

Covering Bridgend 
& The Vale 

Call (Bridgend) 

07999 257421 


vpi»e6 ca lit 


new, for their con¬ 
tinued support. 

Each month. 
Immaculate Cleaning 
are able to donate to 
various charities from 
all profits. 

So far this year, we 
have managed to help 
‘Jade’s Wish to Walk’, 
the Alzheimer’s 
Society and Mencap, 
with many more chari¬ 
ties to be assisted over 
the coming months. 

We have now also 
introduced new OAP 
rates from the begin¬ 
ning of May, following 
an increase in services 
referred to us from 
local authorities. 

We strive to provide 
the highest level of 
service, have fully vet¬ 
ted staff, are fully 
insured, and can pro¬ 
vide references at your 
request. 

Please call for fur¬ 
ther information on our 
cleaning and ironing 
services and make your 
life easier, starting 
today! 


W ITH 80 
per cent 
of cats 

and dogs over three 


years old requiring 
dental treatment, it 
is not surprising 
that dental disease 


/ 'A PETHERTON 

VETERINARY 
- CLINICS LTD. 

Open Mon-Fri 9am-10am 
Evening appontments 4.30pm-6.30pm 
Cat clinic Mon-Fri 3pm-4pm (Appt. only) 
Open surgery Sat 2pm-3.30pm 


Extended opening 
Wednesdays 4.30pm - 8pm, with 
consuitations with Mr Thomas 
between 6.30pm - 8pm. 


Pet Dental Month during May. 

Free consultation with the nurse. 
Scale and Polish under anaesthetic 
by qualified vet 
Normally £180, ONLY £120 

26 Broad Street, Barry, CF62 7AD 
Tel. 01446 700472 

WWW. pethertonvets. co. uk 


is one of the most 
common ailments 
seen hy the vets at 
Petherton 
Veterinary Clinics 
Ltd. 

Signs of dental dis¬ 
ease in dogs and cats 
include reluctance to 
eat/play, bad breath, 
redness of the gums, 
visible plaque build up 
and pain of examination 
of the mouth. 

Dental disease can be 
painful for our furry 
friends - it can also lead 
to internal organ dam¬ 
age and reduced quality 
of life. 

Due to the high inci¬ 
dence of disease, we 
have decided to make 
May our own “Pet 
Dental Month”. 

We will be offering 
all of our clients (old 
and new!) free oral 
health checks with our 
qualified veterinary 
nurses, and markedly 
reducing the cost of our 
dental procedures. 

Please contact 01446 
700472 to talk to one of 
our friendly team for 
more information. 


LEARN TO 
MAKE A 
THRIVING 
HIGH 
STREET 


T hrough the 
Welsh 

Government’s 
Sector Priorities 
Fund Pilot (SPFP) 
programme, a num¬ 
ber of business 
courses designed 
specifically for inde¬ 
pendent retail busi¬ 
nesses have been 
made available at a 
fraction of the nor¬ 
mal cost. 

Under the banner 
of the ‘Thriving High 
Street’ campaign, 
programmes avail¬ 
able include 
‘WorldHost customer 
service’ - used to 
train tens of thou¬ 
sands of staff and vol¬ 
unteers for the 2012 
Olympics - and the 
‘Guide to Successful 
Retailing’ - inspired 


by Mary Portas, 
which supports busi¬ 
nesses in Hnance and 
business planning, 
sales and marketing 
and buying and visu¬ 
al merchandising. 

Business mentors 
are also available to 
support retailers with 
specific challenges. 

The subsidised pro¬ 
grammes are open to 
all retail businesses 
with fewer than 250 
employees. 

For more informa¬ 
tion on any of these 
opportunities, please 
call Janet Read on 
07584 340804. 
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The Thriving High Street Campaign 
in the Vale of Glamorgan 
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- support available for independent retailers! 
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Help to boost your bottom line! 
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PROTECTING WEALTH FOR 
FUTURE GENERATIONS 


N ew statistics show that while 

wealth is cascading down the gen¬ 
erations like never before, the tax¬ 
ation on it has increased significantly. 


FORTIS ESTATE PLANNING 
Our Services 

Lifetime Trusts 

Will Writing • Power of Attorney 
Advanced Directives • Eixed Eee Probate Services 


MARK WINTLE DipPFS 
Estate Planning Consultant 

07751 335 809 

enquiries@fortisestateplanning.co.uk 

www.fortisestateplanning.co.uk 



An example of this is the Inheritanee Tax 
allowance being frozen at £325k, bringing an 
estimated 5,000 estates into the Inheritance Tax 
net. 

There are many uses of wills and trusts that 
can help achieve protection of your estate for 
generations to come. However, to be effective, 
you need to be proactive. 

The initial consultation is at our expense - we 
at Fortis Estate Planning speak your language 
and come to you. Contact Mark Wintle today on 
07751 335809. 


Mobile bicycle 
servicing 


M odern 

life means 
there’s 

rarely time in your 
day to take your 
bike in for servic¬ 
ing or repairs, so 
we operate a FREE 
collect and return 
workshop and 
mobile repairs 
service to keep you 
and your bike safe¬ 
ly on the road. 

We’re geared to 


meet all your cycling 
needs, and can pick up 
your bike from your 
home or place of work 
and drop it off once the 
work has been com¬ 
pleted. 

For details of all our 
services, please visit 
our website 

WWW. ValeCycleServicin 
g. CO. uk; if you can’t 
find what you’re look¬ 
ing for, please get in 
touch on 07812 033064 
or 01446 796959. 


Adding clean foil to your 
weekly recycling collection 


D id you know that clean foil can be 
added to your weekly kerbside 
box/bag? The Vale of 
Glamorgan’s recycling officer Michelle 
Fitzpatrick urges you to ensure you 
divert foil from your black bag(s). 

The Vale Council’s cabinet member for the envi¬ 
ronment and visible services, Coun Rob Curtis, 
explains: “Often residents use tin foil for cooking - 
as long as it has been rinsed and does not have 


food waste on it, we welcome this material in your 
weekly collection.” 

Other foil items could include foil from trays, 
screw-top lids of wine/champagne bottles or milk 
bottle tops. 

It is worth adding everything you can, especially 
when you consider the Vale has 56,000 homes. 

Just one extra item could benefit the environ¬ 
ment, especially as it avoids sending material 
unnecessarily to our already nearly full-to-capacity 
landfill sites. 
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Adding clQn foil to 
your w«Wy 
recycling collection. 


Bring the outdoors indoors, 
with Nordic Pavilions 


F uture ideal 
Homes Ltd would 
like to introduce 
Nordic Pavilions, along¬ 
side our orangeries and 
conservatories. 

High quality meets your 
everyday needs and much 
more, so you can appreciate 
that outside space every day 
of the year, in every kind of 
weather. 


Nordic Pavilions offer a 
sensible extension to your liv¬ 
ing space without the compli¬ 
cations of planning or build¬ 
ing regulations. 

They are genuine, self-con¬ 
tained buildings, secure, self¬ 
standing, waterproofed, 
draught-free and attractive. 

Each structure is crafted 
from the finest uPVC materi¬ 
als - this means that it will 
never suffer the ravages of 


woodworm, dry rot, splinter¬ 
ing, cracking or constant 
maintenance, and the value 
far surpasses other alterna¬ 
tives such as aluminium. 

For a copy of our brochure, 
just call our friendly team free 
on 08090 032 0921. For fur¬ 
ther information, visit 
www.futureidealhomesltd.com 



Welcome to a world of outside living 

Future Ideal Homes Ltd 


Installing Trust and Peace of Mind 

The Garden Pavilion offers: 


Freephone: 0800 032 0921 

Unit 3C Palmerston Business Centre, Palmerston Road, Barry, CF63 2XA 


A focal point in a formal garden setting for intimate alfresco dining. 

Perfect for work or entertaining friends and family. 

A fantastic addition to your patio deck or garden._ 

Wide range of styles and sizes. 

Available in white, rosewood, golden oak and 
coloured finishes 

Roof can be glazed, tiled or polycarbonated 
also in a range of colours. 

All windows and doors are reinforced and 
come with espag locking. 

Multi point locking from Maco on all French 
doors for extra security. 

Our Product range: 

Build extensions 
Orangeries/Garden rooms 
Conversions 
PVC-u windows doors and conservatories 
Kitchens and appliances 

Bedrooms, Bathrooms and much more all through ONE company 

Bring the outdoors, indoors.... 


IS^ilFENSA 


vwvw.futureidealhomesltd.com 
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In Business Update 




HowelFs school offer 
excellent facilities 


H OWELL’S School is 

renowned for its excel¬ 
lent academic stan¬ 
dards, superb facilities, strong 
systems of pastoral care and 
wide range of extra-curricular 
activities. 

It also actively promotes the 
development of self-confidence and 
independenee of thought. 

Visitors regularly comment on the 
friendly and purposeful atmosphere. 

Transport is provided from many 
areas in south-east Wales, ineluding 
Cowbridge; please see our website 
for details. 

The Nursery now offers year- 
round care and during usual sehool 
holiday time, school staff provide 
activities for our youngest girls and 
their siblings, of either sex, to the 
age of eight. 

The infant and junior sehools pro¬ 


vide a range of opportunities for 
exploration and creativity, as well as 
a solid grounding in the basie skills 
and knowledge; standards reached 
are high. 

Howell’s accepts students of aver¬ 
age and above-average ability, and 
provides exceptional ‘value added’. 

Last summer, 82 per cent of all A 
Level grades were A* - B; at GCSE 
almost 80 per cent of the entries 
were awarded A* and A. 

Class sizes are much smaller than 
the average and a highly-experi¬ 
enced staff prepares students for 
university entrance, offering individ¬ 
ual guidance. 

The co-educational Sixth Form 
College provides excellent facilities 
for boys, as well as girls, with 
strong and successful boys ’ sports 
teams. 



More than an education... 
Come along and see for yourself 
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WE CAN KEEP THE 
RAINWATER AT BAY 



A BLOCKED 
downpipe, if 
left unattend¬ 
ed, may cause rot¬ 
ting woodwork, and 
lead to damp prob¬ 
lems. 

Ccms Wales Ltd has 
over 25 years’ experi¬ 
ence in making sure 
rainwater systems do 
their job, working for 
local schools, estate 
agents, landlords, hotels, 
pubs and clubs, residen¬ 
tial homes and private 
dwellings 

Gutters and down- 
pipes are cleared by 
hand with an examina¬ 
tion and report on the 
condition of the roofline 
area. 


Gutter clearing price 
example -2-3 bedroom 
semi-detached up to 15 
metres, from £30/£40; 
add £2 per metre for 


additional guttering 
upstairs and £1 per 
metre downstairs, e.g 
conservatories, exten¬ 
sions and porches. 



DO YOU NEED 
PROTECTION? 


A lthough 

you can’t 
put a value 
on a parent, recent 
research*^ indicates 
that tbe unpaid 
work a mum con¬ 
tributes to a borne 
is more than 
£31,500 a year, and 
a dad’s contribu¬ 
tion is almost 
£24,000 a year. 

Yet many parents 
have no personal protec¬ 
tion insurance in place 
to ensure that, should 
the worst happen and 
they were to become 
critically ill or die, their 
families have at least 
the financial assistance 
to cope. 

It’s not just parents 
who are under-insured. 
If you had a serious ill¬ 
ness which prevented 
you working, how long 
could you maintain your 
standard of living? 

It is good news that 
more and more people 
are surviving critical ill¬ 


nesses; however, recov¬ 
ery times may mean 
taking lengthy periods 
off work and for those 
who only have life 
insurance, this won’t 
provide financial assis¬ 
tance while you are get¬ 
ting back on your feet. 

It may cost less than 
you think to put in place 
some critical illness or 
income protection 
cover, and generally, the 
younger you are when 
you take the protection 
policy, the less it costs. 

We may be natural 



clear and concise 
financial advice 


84 High Street, Barry CF62 7DX 

Telephone: 0300 303 8525 
www.cbkwales.co.uk 
Email: info@cbkwale$.co.uk 

CBK & CBK Wales are trading styles of CBK (Swansea) Ltd which is 
an appointed representative of fenetConnect Services Ltd which is 
authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 


QUALITY AND 
INDIVIDUALITY.. 


F 


OR tbe past 
32 years, JA 
have been 


Cegiiuui, yst&fellocdd gwcly a gwaith dodrcfn pwrpasol 
Bespoke Kitchens. Bedrooms. Cabinets 



JA 


Fine Bespoke 


www.jawoodwork.co.uk 

01446 792695 


supplying tbe finest 
homes in tbe Vale 
and surrounding 
area with fine qual¬ 
ity bespoke 
kitchen, bedroom 
and free standing 
furniture. 

We seek to emulate 
the standards of excel¬ 
lence of the prestige 
brands, Smallhones, 
Wilkinson, Martin 
Moore et «/, using (in 
most instances) the 
same suppliers and 
the same raw materi¬ 
als - to create what 
we believe to be a 
comparable product - 
but at a fraction of the 


RELIABLE 

CLEANING 

SERVICE 

B ased in Cardiff, Prestigious 

Property Solutions, provide a pro¬ 
fessional, reliable carpet and 
upholstery cleaning service throughout 
Cardiff, the Vale and the surrounding 
areas. 

We are dedicated, family-run businesses who 
pride ourselves on offering exceptional customer 
service and delivering quality professional cleaning, 
with an added personal touch. 

We offer a variety of services, so cleaning can be 
tailored to your individual requirements. 

Prestigious Property Solutions are proud to be 
advanced members of the National Carpet Cleaners 
Association, and as a company, we offer quality 
carpet and upholstery cleaning, carried out by our 
NCCA qualified carpet and upholstery cleaning 
technicians. 


optimists and think ‘It 
won’t happen to me\ 
but even a little bit of 
cover would reduce the 
need to leave our fami¬ 
lies’ finances to chance. 

CBK can help you 
identify your individual 
protection needs and 
guide you through the 
various options avail¬ 
able to ensure you have 
the right cover at the 
right price. 

^Legal & General 
Value of a Parent 2013 
Research 
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cost. 

The design process, 
in almost every 
instance, is customer- 
driven . 

You get what you 
want, where you want 
it (as long as it is both 
aesthetically pleasing 
and practical!) 

So for a qualiy serv¬ 
ice from a long estab¬ 
lished local company, 
please call 01446 
792695for a free, 
absolutely no obliga¬ 
tion quotation. 

Why not take a clos¬ 
er look? 

Contact: 

www.jawoodwork. co. uk 


Trek the Inca 
trail for charity! 


WITH just over one 
year to go before the 
next big Marie Curie 
Hospice adventure, 13 
local people have 
already signed up to 
take part in the Inca 
trail, Peru Trek to 
raise money for the 
Marie Curie Hospice, 
Cardiff and the Vale. 

Taking place between 
May 2-11, 2014, you 
could have the chance to 
travel to Peru and trek 
the Inca trail to Machu 
Picchu. 

Discover the wonders 
of this South American 
region, and help support 
the work of our Marie 
Curie nurses. 

Spread over 10 days, 
the Inca trail challenge 
includes six days of 
trekking, taking in the 
sights of the former 
Royal Inca highway as 
you near the heart of the 
Peruvian jungle. 

The dramatic scenery, 
with its high landscapes 


and jungle backdrop, 
make this overseas chal¬ 
lenge one not to be 
missed. 

One of the trekkers is 
Penarth resident Deirdre 
Emberson, who said: 

“My motivation for 
doing the trek is simple. 

“Following my moth¬ 
er ’s illness, I was 
inspired by the care she 
received and by the 
nurses whose daily job 
revolves around caring 
for those at the end of 
their lives. 

“Their work brought 
much comfort to us as a 
family. I wish to do 
something positive to 
support the role of the 
Marie Curie nurses. ” 

Places are filling up 
fast, so book now to 
avoid disappointment. 

For more information 
about this trek, call 
Helen Griffiths on 02920 
426068; or email 
helen.grijfiths@mariecur 
ie.org.uk. 
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NEWS IN AND OUT OF CLASS AT YSGOL BRO MORGANNWG 

Sion represents Wales at Rugby League 



Year 7 Team with 
Welsh International 
Lloyd Williams 


Year-9 back row: Ben Clemett, Jack Rochefort, Rhys Beynon, Caleb Darwin, Bredon Scott, 
Lloyd Williams (Wales and former YGBM pupil) Charlie Pegrum, Jac Evans, Ben Brown, Aled 
George, Owain Thomas-Jenkins, Rhodri Davies, Dylan Laity. Front row: Dafydd Smith, Gethin 
Evans (Bl 8), Keiron Griffiths, Ben Hunter (Bl 8), Ethan Stratton-Ross, Jack Harrison. 


Tim Pel Droed Bl 9 - ffeinal Cwpan Caerdyd 16.4.13. 


CONGRATULATIONS to Sion 
Jones, year- 10 on representing 
the Wales under-16 Rugby 
League team against England on 
Sunday April 7 in Neath. 

Koduthon 

On Friday April 12, some pupils from 
year 9 were given the opportunity to visit 
the headquarters of Microsoft by the ICT 
department. The purpose of the day was 
to give the pupils a taster session on 
games programming using their latest 
software ‘Kodu’. Kodu is available as a 
free download for everyone. 

It was a very successful day, with the 
pupils enjoying the environment that was 
created along with the fantastic hospitality 
and welcome given by Microsoft. After 
receiving an ice cream smoothie and an 


endless supply of sweets Nia Fenn stated 
“I want to live here”. The department 
was given an ‘XBOX 360’ and a ‘Kinect’ 
for taking part in the day so pupils can 
play the games they eventually create. 

Additionally, the pupils were given an 
opportunity by Stuart Ball from Microsoft 
to lead a fantastic and impossible project. 
Luckily Carys Lewis was on hand with 
words of Wisdom and highlighted to the 
Microsoft employee “anything is possible 
Stuart, when you believe!” 

Some of the pupils will now be work¬ 
ing closely with Microsoft in the near 
future on this impossible project. Expect 
updates on their progress on the school 
website. 

Cardiff & Vale Schools Cup 

Congratulations to the year-9 football 
team on reaching the Cardiff and Vale 


Schools Cup Final. It was a very close 
final with the boys just missing out on 
winning the trophy. Well done boys. 

Hana Evans 

Congratulations to Hana Evans, Yr-8 
on progressing to the next round of the 
National Competition ‘TeenStar’. Hana 
will be competing in the Semi-Einals on 
May 14 in Reading. We wish her all the 
best as she continues in the competition. 
Vale rugby champs 
Ysgol Gyfun Bro Morgannwg’s year-9 
rugby team are the Vale Champions after 
beating Cowbridge Comprhensive in a 
close final which ended 24 - 20. The 
match was played in the Barry Rugby 
Club on Thursday April 18. The Year 7 
Rugby team were also competing against 
Cowbridge Comprehensive but were beat¬ 
en 36 - 24 in a competitive final match. 



Friday 3rd May - Gloucester 

Featuring the Waterways Museum, Cruise on the Gloucester/Sharpness Canal and Beatrice 
Potters Tailor of Gloucester’ Museum and Shop. Depart at 09.00 and Return at 18.30. 
£23.00 pp including Admission Tickets 

Thursday 9th May - Evesham, Blossom Trail 

Wonderful tour through the delightful scenery and splendid countryside, taking in the towns of 
Evesham and Pershore. Depart at 09.15 and Return at 18.30. 

£28.00 pp inclusive of one course lunch in Evesham and the Blossom Tour 

Sunday 12th May - Malvern Spring Show 

The blossoming RHS Malvern Spring Gardening Show brings together inspirational ideas, 
practical tips and a fantastic day out for gardeners. Depart at 08.00 and Return at 19.00. 
£29.00 pp including Admission Ticket 

Tuesday 21st May - Abergavenny Market 

One of the best market towns in South Wales with over 200 indoor and outdoor stalls. 
Depart at 10.00 and Return at 16.30. 

£15.00 pp 

Friday 24th May - National Botanical Gardens 

The most visited garden in Wales! Depart at 09.30 and Return at 17.50. 

£21.00 pp including Admission Tickets 

Saturday 25th May - Cotswold Steam Railway Festival 

A spectacular celebration of steam, with up to 7 engines in full steam over 12 miles of 
historical track. Hot and cold food, trade and educational stands. 

Depart at 09.00 and Return at 18.30. 

£30.00 pp including Admission Tickets and unlimited train journeys throughout the day 

Wednesday 29th May - Weston Super Mare 

Always a favourite! Depart at 09.30 and Return at 18.30. 

£16.00 pp 

Friday 31st May - Chepstow Castle / Tintern Abbey 
and Two Course Lunch in the stunning Wye Valley 

Depart at 09.30 and Return at 17.30. 

£26.00 pp including Admission Tickets and Two Course Lunch 


AG Travel Ltd 

Luxury 16 Seat Minicoach with driver available for: 

Holidays/Short Breaks Weddings Private Hire Sports Events 
Corporate Events Airport Transfers Club Outings 

May/June 2013 


TURKEY 
& TINSEL 
Brochure now 
available... 

Please call to request 
your copy 


Sunday 2nd June - Marlborough Communities Market 
and Two Course Sunday Lunch 

Local is the name of the game at this newly established market gem. All products are sourced 
from local farms and businesses, followed by Sunday Lunch in the wonderful Wiltshire 
countryside. Depart at 09.00 and Return at 17.00. 

£25.00 pp including Two Course Lunch and Admission to Market 

Thursday, 6th June - Aberglasney House & Gardens 

One of the finest gardens in Wales. A truly wonderful day out. 

Depart at 10.00 and Return at 16.30. 

£20.00 pp inclusive of Admission Ticket 

Thursday 13th June - Cwmcarn Forest Drive & Festival Shopping Centre 

Cwmcarn Forest Drive is a 7 mile long scenic route through the rolling hills and green 
mountains of one of the country’s largest urban forests. After the Forest Drive, 
stop for a two course lunch before an afternoons shopping at Festival Centre. 

Depart at 09.30 and Return at 18.00. 

£19.00 pp including Two Course Lunch and Forest Drive Admission 

Sunday 16th June - Royal Three Counties Show 

Royal Three Counties Show for a jam packed day of entertainment and fun, all in celebration 
of our great British farming world and countryside. Depart at 08.30 and Return at 18.30. 
£30.00 pp inclusive of Show Admission Ticket 

Friday 21st June - Bristol Shopping and River Cruise 

A few hours shopping at Cabot’s Circus in Bristol, then spend the afternoon on the Avon 
Gorge River Cruise, sailing through the floating harbour under the suspension bridge to the 
Bristol Channel and back again. Depart at I 1.00 and Return at 20.00. 

£29.00 pp including River Cruise Ticket 

Wednesday 26th June - Porthcawl & Bridgend Outlet Village 

Early lunch and a seaside stroll in Porthcawl before a couple of hours shopping at Mcarthur 
Glen Outlet Village in Bridgend. Depart at 09.30 and Return at 17.00. 

£18.00 pp including Lunch in Porthcawl 

Thursday 27th June - Carmarthen 

St Catherines Walk Shopping Centre, afternoon tea on the Gwili Steam Railway. 
Depart at 09.30 and Return at 18.30. 

£26.00 pp including Return TrainTicket and Afternoon Tea 


Collections from: Bridgend, Llantwit Major, Cowbridge, Barry, Penarth, Rhoose, Wenvoe, St Athan and throughout the Vale of Glamorgan 

All day excursions include return mini coach travel, door to door collection/drop off service and our friendly/safe drivers. 

To reserve your seat on any of our excursions, please call 07906 874876 * 01 446 736070 - 

















24 - THE GEM 


wwwjacebookxom/semnews • www.twitter.com/sem news 


Thursday, May 2nd, 2013 


Out and About with The GEM 


Ty Hafan lottery 
draw winners 


THE following are 
winning numbers in 
the Ty Hafan 
Crackerjackpot lot¬ 
tery draw number 
772. 

• £2,000: 845311. 

• The rollover, which 
now stands at £1,000 
was not won this week. 

• £10: 293618, 


621591, 

157340,714698, 165026, 
805225, 378617, 674802, 
585739, 641401, 578403, 
217285, 149277, 220645, 


118618, 356340, 284873, 
295277, 506413, 703941, 
266729, 946655, 438841, 
838689, 163577, 591359, 
448556, 840013, 757937, 
762750, 122291, 350258, 
356629, 867492, 342105, 
892428, 827029, 350505, 
754114, 991858, 698680, 
358421, 643059, 280711, 
348727, 384137, 101667, 
303252, 224502, 502640, 
784861, 298803, 698225, 


/OH-oui, z.yoo\JD^ 

licAoi’ 452115, 743530, 239631 


569331, 468609, 130674, 
375274, 872870, 701066, 
719662. 

The GEM cannot be held 


^^1^42, responsible for any errors 


506826. 

• £5: 592520, 462985, 
552437, 900438, 881426, 


or omissions contained in 
the above. 

For lottery information 


443836, 786007, 715608, please telephone 02920 
653222, 492201, 924668, 523300. 



www.v ictoriainnsigingstone.co.uk 

Victoria Tnn 

SIGINGSTONE 
Nr Cowbridge 

Free House • Family Run • Extensive Menu 
FRESH COD & CHn»S £6.95 

Served Lunchtime, Evenings & Bank Holiday Monday 

NEW TWO-COURSE SPECIALS £10.95 

Served DAILY Lunchtimes and Evenings 

RENOWNED ‘SPECIALITY’ PIES 

FRIDAY NIGHT: STEAK NIGHT 

Locally sourced - only £10 

SUNDAY LUNCH only £8.95 

FOOD SERVED ALL DAY SUNDAY 

12 noon - 8pm 

Brand new B&B accommodation 

All rooms ensuite 

Tel: 01446 773943 


SHANE BLACK FORGES 
A NEW DIRECTION FOR 
MARVEL’S IRON MAN 


Wi 


ITH Chris 
Nolan's 
Batman 
franchise conclud¬ 
ed, the eyes of the 
world are now 
locked on wholly to 
Marvel Comics' 
stable of heroes. 

After the incredible 
success of The Avengers 
last year, the pressure is 
on more than ever for 
the individual films, 
with new adventures for 
Thor and Captain 
America due in the next 
12 months or so. 

But the first Marvel 
hero to put his head 
above the post-Avengers 
parapet is Iron Man in 
Iron Man 3. 

With Shane Black 
taking over directorial 
duties from Jon Favreau, 
this third installment 
sees Tony Stark (Robert 
Downey Jr) facing his 
biggest adversary yet in 
terrorist The Mandarin 
(Ben Kingsley); when 
Stark finds his world 
torn apart by his actions. 



Superman, solid but 
unproven big budget 
director, and a star 
whose career had had 
more ups and downs 
than a rollercoaster. 

Five years later and 
that wild card is now a 
proven box-office draw, 
anchoring both its sequel 
and Avengers Assemble 
to massive financial 
hauls, but as Marvel 
enters 'phase 2' of its 
projects there is a feel of 
change to its breakout 
star. 

Jon Favreau has been 
replaced in the director's 
chair by Shane Black 
and, with Robert 
Downey Jr's contract 
expiring with this film. 

Iron Man 3 may be the 
final hurrah for this 
incarnation of the char¬ 
acter. 

If so it's gone out 
fighting, the film feeling 

invigorated by the Christmas setting out of 

changes m pCTSonnel and 


by GARETH 
JAMIESON 

Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

©GEMScreenTalk 


the wall and seeing what 
sticks, then it's the earli¬ 
er setpieces that stand 
out the most, a mid-air 
rescue from a plane 
cleverly staged and exe¬ 
cuted, as is an attack on 
Tony's mansion which 
hits dramatic beats 
amidst the carnage. 

With the film's 


wiping the slightly 
unpleasant taste of Iron 
Man 2 away from the 
mouth. 

Much of this is down 


he embarks on a quest to ^ Black's presence, the 


get rid of the menace 
once and for all... 

When Iron Man hit 
cinemas in 2008 it was 
something of a wild card 
- a character beloved but 
without the mainstream 
cache of a Batman or 


ne ffighwaynmn Inn 

Where fabulous food & exciting 
entertainment come together! 


MEALS SERVED 
EVERY DAY 

We are open for 
breakfasts every day 
from 9am 



OVER 60s SPECIAL MENU 

Monday - Saturday 12 noon - 3pm 

Just a small example: 

Hand Battered Cod, Ham, Egg & Chips, 

6oz Gammon Steak, Steak & Ale Pie, Scam^ 
Liver & Onions - Plus many more! 



MAY ENTERTAINMENT 

Friday 3rd May 
KARAOKE from 9pm 
Bank Holiday Sunday 5th May 
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT from 9pm 
Friday 24th May 
KARAOKE 

Bank Holiday Sunday 26th May 

DRAG ARTIST Amber Dextrous 


TRADITIONAL SUNDAY ROAST 

plus Normal Menu — Served every Sunday 12 noon - 8pm 
Booking advisable 

OUTDOOR AL FRESCO DINING 

Secure Play Area and Bouncy Castle (weather permitting) 


Minibus service available for diners - phone for details 
* Free Transport to & from Rhoose village available 

Nurston, Nr. Rhoose-Tel. 01446 710205 
www.highwayman-pub.com 


writer/director bringing 
his own sensibility and 
feel to the film, one that 
pays dividends. 

Black may have only 
helmed the undervalued 
Kiss Kiss Bang Bang, 
but he shows no lack of 
confidence or ability 
here, the film amping up 
the spectacle with some 
exciting set-pieces. 

If he overblows the 
climax, with a feel of 
throwing everything at 


place but a Black staple, 
he infuses his personali¬ 
ty into the screenplay; 
the dialogue, in the past 
always a winner, is full 
of zingers with the char¬ 
acters delivering lines in 
an almost screwball 
fashion. 

The plot, drawn from 
a story strand from the 
comics, is dense but well 
handled, the film delib¬ 
erately foregoing 
grandiose for something 
a little more akin to an 
espionage film. 

A nice touch is that 
the film plays back to 
the events of Avengers 
Asemble, giving Tony 


New meaning 
for Cold War! 


EDWARD Oliver will 
tell members of 
Penarth Aviation 
Society at their next 
meeting on Friday 
(May 3) about “a 
strange world” he says 
he inhabited as a Fleet 
Air Arm aircraft 
maintenance engineer 
on a frozen Arctic 
base. 

It was during the Cold 
War. When the British 
pulled out of Suez, the 
Royal Marines and 
British ski troops, sup¬ 
ported by Fleet Air Arm 
helicopters used a 
Norwegian air force base 
in the Arctic. 

Fvery year at the start 
of winter. Chief Petty 
Officer Oliver packed his 
skis, left his home in 
Yeovil and went to the 
Arctic for five months 


until the beginning of 
March, joining the 
Marines, two Fleet Air 
Arm squadrons and 
about 100 men. 

“Skiing was part of 
what we had to do,” he 
says. “We used them to 
get around, cross-coun¬ 
try, and we had double¬ 
chassis track vehicles.” 

He learned what really 
cold weather felt like, 
but, he said: “I'd go 
again, but I had to leave 
when I reached the age of 
45”. 

Penarth Aviation 
Society meets at the 
Penarth Conservative 
Club at 7.45pm for 8pm 
this Friday. Visitors are 
welcome. 

Further information 
from David Ephraim, 
telephone: 01446 

721321. 


MIDNIGHT RUNNERS 

KARAOKE/DISCO 

70’s Music - Dance Anthems 

Get the Party started . . . 

I Parties, Family Celebrations 
Call Colin on 

07949 968835 



anxiety attacks at the 
mention of New York, 
and his need to get past 
what happened plays a 
key part of the story, a 
man forced to go back to 
basics in order to 
achieve his goals. 

In Robert Downey Jr 
you have an actor more 
than capable of portray¬ 
ing this character, and he 
more than delivers. 

Four films in, he’s got 
the Tony Stark patter off 
to a tee, but with the 
film asking more of him 
than he's previously had 
to put in, the actor hits 
the mark effortlessly. 

With Don Cheadle, as 
‘Rhodey’ RhodesAVar 
Machine, and Gwyneth 
Paltrow's Pepper Potts 
getting more screentime, 
both performers are sim¬ 
ilarly impressive, with 
Paltrow finally having 
something to get her 
teeth stuck into. 

The other turns, from 
Rebecca Hall as a scien¬ 
tist, Guy Pearce as the 
shadowy Aldrich Killian 
and Ben Kingsley's 
Mandarin, are fine 
enough, but are let down 
by scant characterisation 
and cliched motivations, 
with The Mandarin in 
particular starting off 
promisingly but then 
taking a left turn that 
leaves you wanting more 
of the terrorist leader 
that is offered early on. 

These are blots on the 
Iron Man landscape but 
not insurmountable ones 
(the villain issue has 
been something of an 
achilles heel over the 
course of the previous 
two films), and all in all 
this third outing is easily 
on a par with the first 
outing, its fresh 
approach and feel mak¬ 
ing it a hugely satisfying 
blockbuster. 

VERDICT 

Delivering action specta¬ 
cle with a compelling 
story. Iron Man 3 kicks 
off Marvel's second 
phase with a superb 
effort. 

Shortcomings in the 
villainy department are 
assuaged by Shane 
Black’Os strong direction 
and clever script, and 
winning turns from the 
lead performers. 
Recommended. 

SEE THIS IF YOU 
LIKED: Iron Man 
(2008), Avengers 
Assemble (2012). 


NANTGARW 
CHINAWORKS MUSEUM 

ANTIQUES 

FAIR 

Monday 6th May 

10.00am - 5.00pm 

at 

Nantgarw House 
NrTaffsWell 

(A470 Treforest turnoff) 
All proceeds to Nantgarw 
Chinaworks Trust 
Entrance Fee £1.50 
Refreshments Available 
Charity No. 1121606 


PODS musical 



Return to the Forbidden Planet 
RETURN to the Forbidden Planet is 
a Jukebox musical and has some¬ 
thing for everyone and if you are 
one of those who just loves the 
music then PODS have a treat in 
store. 

This show has non-stop singing and dancing for 
everyone to join in. Songs include: Teenager in 
Love, Johnny Be Good, It’s a Man’s World. 

The musical side of the show is in the capable 
hands of Ben Davies, musical director and talented 
musician. 

Curtain up at the Paget Rooms between May 15 
and May 18. Contact www.pods-Penarth.org. or 
Emailticketsecretary@pods-penarth.org. (tele- 
phone: 029 2071 2260). 


BUILTH WELLS ANTIQUES FAIR 

UP TO 1,000 STANDS INSIDE & OUTSIDE. 

ONE OF THE BIGGEST IN EUROPE. 

THE INTERNATIONAL ANTIQUES FAIR OF WALES 
AT THE ROYAL SHOWGROUND LD2 3SY. 

4th & 5th MAY 10am-5pm 

Admission £5. Eariy entry Sat 8.30am £10. 

UK & OVERSEAS EXHIBITORS IN TWO MASSIVE STAND FIT¬ 
TED HALLS - 8 HUGE DRIVE IN BUILDINGS PLUS THE OUT¬ 
SIDE STANDS ALL ACROSS THE SHOWGROUND. 

INF: 01584 873634 • 07703 558600 • 07831 672211 
www.continuityfairs.co.uk 


★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

I OCEAN LOUNGED 

{ '^PORTHKERRY2:J> J 


t WE ARE NOW OPEN: 
t FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHT 
t & DAYTIME SUNDAYS V 

t il klH i ?i 

twmSSS^SSSSMMv 


Friday 3rd May 

GARY DEE 
Saturday 4th May 
STEVE SEVAN 
Sunday 5th May 
SPENCE MARTIN 
Friday 10th May 
KARAOKE 
Saturday 11th May 
RUTH MASON 


{ Traditional j 

^ SUNDAY ROAST * 


only £7.95 


t CAR BOOT SALE J 

{ EVERY SUNDAY from 2pm J 

To find us - click directions@ 


vvww.firejoust.com 


Tel. 01446 710362/711538 
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Out and About 
with Hie GEM 


Midnight Sleep Walk shows 
support for Ty Hafan charity 



RIGHT: 

Kat and Riley. 

NEW Ty Hafan 
Ambassador Lucy 
Owen will be join¬ 
ing hundreds of 
women at the char¬ 
ity’s annual 
Midnight Sleep 
Walk event on 
Friday, May 10. 

More than 700 
women, wearing pyja¬ 
mas and superhero 
accessories, will be tak¬ 
ing part in the walk to 
support parents across 
Wales who care for their 


CAR BOOT 
SALE 

Every Sunday 
10am-4pm & 
Bank Holiday 
Monday, 6th May 

The field adjacent 
to Sky Plaza Hotel, 
near Rhoose Airport. 
Sellers 9am - 

£5 per car 
Free entry for buyers 

07979 046963 


life-limited children and 
for whom a full night’s 
sleep is something of a 
rarity. 

One of the ladies 
joining the BBC news¬ 
reader will be Kat 
Bancroft, mum of two- 
year-old Riley. Kat can’t 
remember what it’s like 
to get a full night’s 
sleep because her son 
Riley suffers from inter¬ 
stitial lung disease and 
needs round the clock 
care. 

His breathing is aided 


by a ventilator at night 
and his condition sadly 
means he has a short 
life expectancy. 

Kat said: 

“Throughout the night. 
I’m making sure his 
ventilator is connected, 
checking his oxygen 
levels and rocking him 
to sleep if his ventilator 
has fallen off.” 

The pressure on the 
family can be intense at 
times but they have 
found some much-need¬ 
ed support at Ty Hafan. 


“We were quite anx¬ 
ious before we arrived, 
but we shouldn’t have 
been, because everyone 
is so friendly and kind. 
The team are so sup¬ 
portive and we feel 
completely relaxed 
when we’re there,” Kat 
added. 

The event starts at 
midnight with a pitch 
side lap of the 
Millennium Stadium 
before walkers head 
into Cardiff City Centre 
and down towards the 
Bay before returning to 
the stadium, a total of 
six miles. Each walker 
will wear pyjamas but 
with a superhero twist 
to mark Children’s 
Hospice Week, which 
starts today Friday April 
26. 

Spaces are limited 
and it costs just £10 per 
participant to register, 
with groups of five 
superheroes receiving a 
group discount of £20. 

Register today by vis¬ 
iting www.midnight- 
sleepwalk.co.uk and be 
a superhero by support¬ 
ing ordinary people in 
extraordinary circum¬ 
stances. 




i 

"v’ aricj ^*4f7>ourDus Gibte Gk c, ^ . ny 

Gkjbe Gv osaa- etryi mcjre CsfxAidiSi" 
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Glam it up...with the 
Globe Girls... 


RHuming to the hotel for the 6ith time, the fabiAKis Globe 
Girlti. with even cr&ber ooetumee end wackier roiitinee. 
performvig to everytfwig from Oeyonce to Cher, but this time 
...the real boys are coming....The gorgeous pearls aixt pecks.* 

Inciudfe: 


o 

•’per meet tfw cz; 

F- i:i> 17m Wr, 

o 

Artval or tK 

o 

Three coLTse dmer 
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Cwa trvoijQhcxjt the 

z^ou 
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DU>vOjntil 1 OOUii 

per person 


Mcrcure CardifT hkXland HojSts Hotel and Spa 
24 26 NO'/^pOfl BCii'J Cardiff CF24 ODD 

He622*sb3Qaccorcom 
Caatact lh« awei laam on 02920 435 000 
mecure.cofn/festtve 

wwwJaoebook.cofn/CafdlfTHollarKJHouMHoft0lar«dScMi 
orNBVtter •mercurecardKhh 
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Charity art 
exhibition 

SILURES Art Gallery, 
Porthcawl, holds a new exhibi¬ 
tion each month. 

The May exhibition is special, 
in that it is all for charity. 

There will be a varied selection 
of paintings by members to suit 
all tastes, and if you buy a picture, 
the full sale price will go to a 
charity of your choice. 

The public is asked to go along 
to the gallery and support a chari¬ 
ty on May 4-26. 

Silures Gallery is at 40 South 
Road, Porthcawl, CF36 3DG, and 
is open weekends and bank holi¬ 
days, between 11am and 4.30pm. 

Daring Teddy 
Bears wanted! 

ST CADOC’S Church (Old 
Village), Cadoxton, Barry, is 
again holding a sponsored 
Teddy Bear parachute jump on 
Sunday, May 5, at 2pm. 

Each participating bear will 
undergo a medical in the state of 
the art first aid tent prior to their 
jump to ensure they are fit to fly 
and on safe landing will be 
awarded a well-deserved certifi¬ 
cate of bravery. 

All parachutes are provided. 
There will be a prize for the best 
dressed child’s and adult’s bear. 

So if you have a bear that 
would dare, sponsor forms are 
now available from St Cadoc’s 
(Old Village) Church, Cadoxton, 
Barry, or telephone 01446 
749689. 

The event will also include a 
barbecue and, new this year. 


‘Beat the buzzer. ’ 

Parishioners of St Cadoc’s and 
St Mary’s churches take part in 
the Samaritan’s Purse Operation 
Christmas child shoebox appeal, 
and last year were able to send 
642 gift-filled shoeboxes to needy 
children in eastern Europe. 

Said spokeswoman Shirley 
Powell: “For some, this would be 
the only gift received at 
Christmas time. We hope to raise 
as much money as possible to 
enable us to reach even more chil¬ 
dren this Christmas. 

“All proceeds from this event 
are in aid of the Operation 
Christmas child shoebox appeal.” 

Valeways walks 

ON Sunday, May 5, at 2.30pm, 
‘Warlow Walk’, starting in 
Wenvoe at the village church. 

On Tuesday, May 7 at 1.30pm, 
‘Wenvoe Castle and beyond’, 
staring in the car park at the rear 
of the Walston Castle pub. 

On Thursday, May 9 at 
10.30am, the Coffee Shop 
Strollers meet at Rhoose railway 
station car park. 

Health advice 

AGE CONCERN Cardiff and 
Vale is holding a health topic 
session at the Senior Health 
Shop, Holton Road, Barry, on 
breast awareness and bowel 
screening for the over 50s. 

An adviser will be available on 
May 7 (from lOam-12 noon). 

For further information, con¬ 
tact 01446 732385. 

Spring fayre 

THERE will be bargains for all 
the family at the annual spring 


fayre in St Paul’s Church Hall, 
St Paul’s Avenue, Barry, on 
Saturday, May 11 at 2pm. 

Stalls include books, DVDs 
and CDS, gifts and cards, home¬ 
made cakes, bric-a-brac, sweets, 
crafts and bottle stall. 

Admission is 50p, children 
admitted free and there will be a 
big raffle with first prize of £50, 
many other prizes including 
drinks and grocery hampers. 

Church bargains 

AT St Helen’s Church Hall on 
Saturday, May 11 at 10am, 
there will be an opportunity for 
the ladies of Barry to revamp 
their wardrobes at a nearly 
new/designer clothes sale. 

The £5 admission fee entitles 
buyers to two items of clothing. 
There will also be an auction of 
selected quality garments at 
12.30pm. All proceeds to go the 
church. 

Police ‘surgery’ 

RESIDENTS will be able to 
meet officers of the mobile 
police unit on May 20 at Pyle 
Co-Op from 1.15pm-2.30pm. 

A spokeswoman explained: 
“This is a new scheme for the 
south Wales area. It is an opportu¬ 
nity to speak with your local offi¬ 
cers and raise any concerns with 
them. 

“Also, we give advice on crime 
prevention, crime reports, we can 
show you how to use crime map¬ 
ping and give you information on 
PACT meeting priorities and our- 
bobby.com.” 




Taff Valley Quads offer a range of 
[oor activities and exciting new ways to see 
the Welsh countryside for aU ages and abilities. 


LOCATED on a 340 acre farm just outside Cardiff, they 
offer you the chance to experience the thrill of quad 
biking. Negotiate a 250cc or 90cc Honda aU-terrain 
vehicle on a trek cross-country while enjoying some of 
the best views of the Taff and Rhymney Valleys. 

There is also a dedicated children’s circuit for kids 
under 12 years of age. 

The hiUs, fields, bumpy tracks, woodlands and streams 
make perfect quad biking terrain, other activities on 
offer at the centre include archery, clay pigeon shooting, 
laser clay shooting, quad trekking through the country¬ 
side and an action-packed day of Gorge Walking in the 
Brecon Beacons. Taff Valley can also arrange packages 
for corporate team building, youth group activity days or 
residential stays, as well as hen and stag weekends. 
There are two courses designed for young people which 
incorporate quad biking and other activities; OCN 
Accredited ATV Safe Driving and Maintenance Course 
and a three-day Citizenshop Course. 

As well as providing groups and families with fun- 
fiUed activities, Taff Valley also works with nearby 
accommodation and other activity providers to give you 
even more choice. 
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All activities need to be booked in advance. 
Call 02920 831658 to book. 
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Taff Valley Quad Bike 
& Activity Centre 


1 @Quadbikingwales 

Please tag us in your photos on facebook | 

Please mention us on Twitter 
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Play Aloud 
event draws 
pla3rworkers 


THE Vale Council’s 
Play Aloud team 
welcomed playwork- 
ers from across 
Wales to Porthkerry 
Park recently for a 
one-off event aimed 
at inspiring those 
who work with chil¬ 
dren. 

Porthkerry Park pro¬ 
vided the perfect back¬ 
drop to this two-day 
event which brought 
together a group of more 
than 30 play workers to 
share ideas, learn about 
the play schemes of oth¬ 
ers, and pick up new 
ideas through a mix of 
workshops. 

The event was organ¬ 
ised in partnership 
between the two Play 
Aloud teams from 
Cardiff and the Vale. 

Members from six out 
of the nine Big Lottery 
Play projects in Wales 
made the trip to the Vale 
to attend the free event, 
including groups from 
Pembrokeshire, 


Ceredigion and north 
west Wales. 

The group had the 
chance to get hands on 
with a range of work¬ 
shops including den 
building, fire play, cake 
decorating and mosaics 
making. 

With Porthkerry as 
their playground, the 
playworkers were spoilt 
for choice with the natu¬ 
ral resources at their 
disposal; collecting 
driftwood and pebbles 
for mosaic making and 
building dens in the 
woods. 

Hiba Carter, play 
worker with the Vale 
council’s Play Aloud 
team, was one of the 
organisers of the event, 
she said: 

“We had some really 
positive feedback from 
the group, everyone went 
away having had a great 
deal of fun over the two 
days; but, most impor¬ 
tantly, they were also 
able to take away ideas 
for use in their own proj¬ 
ects. ” 


FILMS WILL 
HIGHLIGHT 
EFFECTS 
OF BENEFIT 
CHANGES 


NEWYDD Housing 
Association (which 
has more than 1,400 
properties in the 
Vale) tenants and 
staff have, together 
with Spectacle 
Theatre, released 
hard-hitting films 
to explain the tough 
decisions families 
will face from 
changes to welfare 
benefits by the UK 
Government. 

‘Facing up to it’, ‘On 
the money’ and ‘They 
told me’ premiered on 
April 23, include scenes 
filmed in Barry. 

Newydd tenants and 
staff acted in the films, 
which include scenes 
where a widow may 
have to move from her 
home in a close-knit 
community, and a father 


who can no longer pro¬ 
vide a bedroom for his 
daughter, as he will need 
to down-size. 

Rosie, a young 
Newydd tenant who 
acted in a film, said: “I 
really enjoyed making 
it.. 

“It’s so important to 
make people aware of 
the changes to welfare 
benefits, especially the 
people who will be 
affected by it.” 

To find out more about 
the films, call Jackie 
Holly from Newydd 
Housing Association on 
02920 005476, or view 
the films on You Tube by 
searching for Newydd 
Housing. 

To get money advice 
contact Newydd Housing 
Association, or go to 
your local Credit Union 
or Citizens Advice 
Bureau. 


Barry woman honoured 
at City Hall presentation 


RIGHT: 

Jane Hutt AM and Kalpana Natarajan 
at Cardiff City Hall. 

A BARRY woman who was nominated for 
the Welsh Asian Women’s achievement 
award, has been honoured at City Hall, 
Cardiff by former First Minister, Rhodri 
Morgan. 

Kalpana Natarajan was presented woth a certifi¬ 
cate at City Hall in Cardiff, for her social and 
humanitarian contribution as the founder of the 
Rainbow Group in Barry, and for her voluntary 
work with women and BME communities in Wales. 

Among those attending the ceremony was Vale 
AM Jane Hutt who congratulated Kalpana (right) 
on her achievements. 


Forum hears 
of Care bill 


scrutiny 


VAUGHAN 
Gething, AM for 
Cardiff South and 
Penarth, attended 
the April executive 
meeting of the Vale 
50+ Strategy 
forum. 

Mr Gething is chair¬ 
man of the Health and 
Social Care Committee, 
which is focusing on the 
scrutiny procedure of 
the proposed Social 
Services (Wales) bill. 

The consultation doc¬ 
ument sets out the 
Welsh Government’s 
legislative proposals for 
the Bill in the following 
areas: ‘maintaining and 
enhancing the wellbeing 
of people in need; giv¬ 
ing citizens a stronger 
voice and real control; 
ensuring a strong 
national direction and 
inspection; adoption and 
transitions for disabled 
children and young peo¬ 
ple’. 


Mr Gething gave 
members a good insight 
to the complexities and 
issues that will have to 
be crossed before the 
Bill is passed, and 
members were given the 
opportunity to ask ques¬ 
tions in a lively ques¬ 
tion and answer session. 

The forum responded 
to the above consulta¬ 
tion in March 2013, and 
copies are available to 
forum members on 
request. 

If you are aged 50+ 
and live or work in the 
Vale and would like to 
know more about the 
work of the Vale 50+ 
Strategy forum do con¬ 
tact Older People’s 
coordinator J Porter on 
01446 450201 or email 
jporter@valeofglamor- 
gan.gov.uk; visit our 
50+ forum website at 
valeopf. netplus. net. 



Comedy at 
arts festival 


TWO nights of 
comic genius will be 
part of the Barry 
Arts Festival on 
May 27 and 28 at 
the Masonic Hall. 

Mr Moose and compa¬ 
ny invites the public to 
spend an evening on 
bank holiday Monday 
with one of TVs most 
memorable characters - 
Basil Fawlty. 

Barry solicitor 

Michael Morgan leads an 
ensemble cast in re¬ 
enactments of scripts 
from the original series 
and the cleverly staged 
and brilliantly acted per¬ 
formances have received 
rave reviews from audi¬ 
ences across south 
Wales, including the 
Everyman Open Air 
Theatre festival at St 
Fagan’s. 

Tickets for the event 
are £20 and include a 
three course dinner, and 


while you dine there will 
be plenty to tickle your 
funny bone as well as 
your palate. 

More hilarious antics 
will ensue after the meal 
and the whole evening 
promises fun and good 
food - the perfect festival 
fare. 

Festival programmes 
will be available next 
week and the festival 
shop in the former 
Blockbusters is also 
planned to be open from 
Tuesday, May 7. 

The shop will act as a 
box office, information 
centre and will also be 
used by Vale of 
Glamorgan Artists as an 
exhibition and workshop 
space. 

For full details of the 
festival with regular 
updates visit www.bar- 
ryartsfestival.org.uk or 
www.facebook. com/Barr 
yArtsFestival. 

DC 
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MPN Windows, your local Network VEKA 
member is recommended by Steve Davies 
We will beat any written quote like for like! 



SPECIAL OFFER 

BmLLED FRONT S 

WINDOW * DOOR REPAIR SERVICE AV^LABLE 7 DAYS A WEEK 
6 WINDOWS fimD FROM ^ 

DOORS FITTED FROM £450^ 

FRENCH DOORS FROM CTW 

CONSERVATORIES FROM £3495 . 


Voted Best 
Installer - Wales 
2012 by 
Network Veka 


Award Winning 
Family Owned 
Business 
since 1994! 


FRES^mpTES! : 

. Gutters&Downpipes 

iWANlJT OUR TRADE WINDOWS^ DOORS AM) OOtCil^ >, 

dV COWM 

Email: W tJSSJ 

mpnwindows@aol.com 

; _ji 

Opening Hours: gnilliinw 

9am to 9pm 
7 Days a Week 


^ This stunning 

Bevelled 
Front Door 

fully fitted 
only £499 


FREE ONLINE QUOTES 
vvwffJTfiiBindow&edm 

rTwti—■—ants 07976640959 


5^^ Amazing Offei! 

Cla'ij^curfrw wprtiul blinds wrtb pv?r^ full Itetrse 
of w intoB arrWoofs or eonser^alorv filtd! 


FENSA 


BRIDGEND 01656 349515 - CARDIFF 02920 508770 
BARRY 01446 539212 
www.mpnwindows.com 

Showrooms at: 10a Ewenny Road, Bridgend. CF31 3HL 
Unit 2 Leckwith Road, Cardiff. CF11 BAP 


choose one of these perfect doors 


0 WINDOWS a DOORS F 

0 FULL REPAIR SERVICE AVAILABLE ^ 
0 FREE VERTICAL BLINDS “ 

0 WIDE RANGE OF STYLES a FINISHES 
0 10 YEAR PEACE OF MIND GUARANTEE 

T WIl.^ 

It.' (■ mNsrnvATC.'^irs V 


REPAIR SERVICE 
Available 24/7 
Call 07976 640959 


seliuork 
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GABRIELLE IS THE NEW MISS WALES WHILE 
RACHEL NAMED MISS VALE OF GLAMORGAN 



THE Miss Wales 
event was held in 
Cardiff earlier this 
month and was won 
hy Gahrielle Shaw 
from Wrexham. 

Local competitor, 
Rachel Peters, aged 
18, a full time student 
at Ysgol Gyfun Bro 
Morgannwg, was 
named Miss Vale of 
Glamorgan. 

Rachel is doing A- 
levels in English liter¬ 
ature, history and film 
studies. 

She lives in Barry 
and is also currently 
doing a make-up con¬ 
sultancy course at 
Cardiff and Vale 
College. 

She hopes to go to 
Birmingham 
University to study 
theatrical make-up 
and prosthetics. 

The event was held 
at St David’s Hall. 


PHOTOGRAPHS 
by GLYN EVANS 

OTHER PICTURES ARE 
AVAILABLE FROM THIS EVENT. 
Pictures can be purchased 
by contacting: 
e-mail ffotoimage@tiscali.co.uk 
telephone 07791 228684. 

Visit our studio in the Wool Barn, 
Verity’s Court, Cowbridge. 


Gibbonsdown centre is reburbished 


Awards presented 



THERE was great 
excitement on April 25 
when the newly refur¬ 
bished Gibbonsdown 
Children’s Centre and 
Community Centre was 
opened by Jane Hutt. 

The centre received fund¬ 
ing from Barry Regeneration 
Fund, Flying Start and the 
Vale Council to undergo a 
major refurbishment. 

Children’s centre manag¬ 
er, Gill Munro, said: “It has 
taken almost two years of 
putting bids together, getting 
plans drawn up and tweaking 
the project to make it feasible 
to get to this stage. I can’t 
believe we’ve done it. 

“It’s absolutely fantastic 
and the children are having 
an amazing time playing with 
all the new equipment in 
their beautiful new surround¬ 
ings”. 

The centre takes children 
aged from two to 11 in the 
nursery and out of school 


club. 

It also takes children for 
Flying Start offering free 
part-time care for children in 
the area. 

Gill added: “It all went 
very smoothly. Everyone 
who attended was really 
impressed with what had 
been achieved and recog¬ 
nised that this is a worthy 
project and much needed in 
the area - they also enjoyed 
the cake! 

“We are now looking for¬ 
ward to getting back to nor¬ 
mal. In fact I’m not sure 
what I’m going to do with 
myself. I’m so grateful to 
everyone who has made this 
possible, it is beyond what I 
could have hoped for”. 

Anyone wishing to make 
enquiries about either the 
Children’s Centre or 
Community Centre can call 
01446 732692 or email 
info® gibbonsdownchildren- 
scentre.co.uk. 


MEMBERS of the 
Scout Association 
and Girl Guide 
Association assem¬ 
bled on King 
Square, Barry, 
prior to a parade to 
St Mary’s Church 
on St George’s Day. 

It was led by the 
colour party from the 
duty Scout group, carry¬ 
ing the Union flag and 
followed by the stan¬ 
dards of the various 
Scout and Guide groups. 

At the church, the 
standards formed a guard 
of honour for all Scouts, 
Guides, VIPs and the 
public. Father Ben 
Andrews officiated at 
the service. 

The medal of merit 
was presented by 
Richard Edwards, Area 
Commissioner, to Susan 
Williams and David 
Illman. 


The Chief Scout’s 
Commendation for Good 
Service was presented to 
David Carpenter. 

There have also been 
presentations of awards 
at other events in the dis¬ 
trict. At 1st Barry AGM, 
Stuart Eraser received a 
Bar to the Silver Acorn, 
Mike Hawkes the medal 
of merit, Cathie Steele a 
commendation for good 
service and Chris Parr, a 
wood badge. There were 
also a number of long 
service awards presented. 

To find out more about 
joining the Scout 
Movement, go to 
http://scouts.org.uk/hom 
e/and locate your nearest 
Scout group. 

For information on 
this year’s 60th Scout 
and Guide fete, go to 
http: //WWW. barry scouts, o 

rg/ 
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SUNDAY’S SCENIC TRACTOR RUN RAISES 
FUNDS FOR THE ED EVANS FOUNDATION 





PHOTOGRAPHS 

by GLYN EVANS 

OTHER PICTURES ARE 
AVAILABLE FROM THIS EVENT. 

Pictures can be purchased 
by contacting: 
e-mail ffotoimage@tiscali.co.uk 
telephone 07791 228684. 

Visit our studio in the Wool Barn, 
Verity’s Court, Cowbridge. 

V___ 

A tractor run through parts of the Vale and 
Bridgend county borough took place on 
Sunday, April 28, raising funds for the Ed 
Evans Eoundation. 

The participants started at Suttons Earm 
Supplies at Ruthin and the route took in 
Llanharry, Brynna, Heol y Cyw and 
Maesteg, before the return to Ruthin. 
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BRITAIN’S BATTLE OF ATTRITION 
WAS FOUGHT ON A CRUEL SEA 


‘Many of those 
serving in the 
Merchant Navy 
were aged 16 
or younger ’ 

T he Year of the Convoy was 
marked last month with a 
presentation in Downing 
Street as veterans of the Russian 
convoys begin to receive the hard- 
earned and long-awaited Arctic 
Star. 

However, the Ushakov award, which is 
still requested and required by the veterans 
- in what is seen as a salute to the courage 
and valour of the brave rather than a cam¬ 
paign award - is still denied by red tape. 

This month, the 70th anniversary of the 
Battle of the Atlantic will be commemorat¬ 
ed with London, Londonderry and 
Liverpool staging major parts. The Battle 
of the Atlantic was the longest campaign of 
World War Two; it lasted nearly six years 
but the tide turned in favour of the Allies in 
May 1943. 

The convoy system was a significant 
feature of the Battle of the Atlantic, 
although from Black May 1943, better pro¬ 
tection by warship escorts and sometimes 
aircraft against U-boats and surface 
raiders, afforded safer passage for the vast 
amount of shipping that brought men and 
supplies across the Atlantic Ocean for the 
invasions of occupied Europe. 

Half of Britain’s food and two-thirds of 
its raw materials came from overseas and 
Nazi Germany deployed submarines (or U- 
boats) battleships and aircraft against allied 
merchant shipping to cut off Britain’s sup¬ 
ply lines. 

The fall of France in 1940, forced the 
diversion of much seaborne trade to the 
western coastal ports, including Holyhead, 
Cardiff, Newport and Barry. 

Winston Churchill realised that Britain 
would be brought to her knees if merchant 
ship losses carried on at the same rate. 

The convoy system across the North 
Atlantic was improved and communication 
between the Royal Navy and the RAF’s 
Coastal Command was increased. 

This allowed Sunderland flying boats to 
detect submarines and enabled escorts to 
track them down. 

The word ‘convoy’ was defined as ‘one 
or more merchant ships sailing under 
escort by naval ships’. 

Convoys were referred to by a letter and 
number code. The letters would normally 
stand for the port of departure, and the port 
of destination, the numbers denoting the 
amount of previous convoys in that sys¬ 
tem. 

In August 1939, the Admiralty were 
made responsible for the control of mer¬ 
chant shipping, but only in designating if 


by JT GREENWAY 


and when a ship should sail in a convoy, or 
if the ship was fast enough, to sail inde¬ 
pendently. 

They decided the course and speed - the 
rest was left to the civilian Ministry of 
shipping (MOS) which later became the 
Ministry of War Transport (MOWT). 

The MOS/MOWT took responsibility 
for the destination and cargo of all ships, 
and had the power to requisition all allied 
and neutral ships. 

The average convoy consisted of 
between six and nine columns of ships, 
with five ships in each column. The largest 
convoy ever was HX 300, which had 167 
ships sailing in 19 columns. 

The HX series was also the longest run¬ 
ning convoy series, starting from 
September 16 1939, with HX 1, and finish¬ 
ing with HX 358 on May 23 1945; in all, 
there were 452 different convoy series 
throughout the war. 

To some that were there, this would be 
likened to lambs being led to the slaughter: 
20 or 30 sheep being herded by five or six 
sheepdogs, or simply as a bunch of ships 
under the protection of warships in the 
hope of there being safety in numbers. 

Our nation rightly salutes the armed 
forces’ contribution to victory, though 
rather less was generally made of the 
important contribution of the mainly 
unarmed Merchant Navy - its part in our 
economy still significant today. 

Fortunately, ship building began to keep 
up at least with the losses and the resilience 
of merchant seamen is no less impressive 
some 70 years on. “Many of them were 
torpedoed several times” as the historian 
Liddell Hart writes in his History of the 
Second World War: “It was remarkable 
that sailors were not deterred from man¬ 
ning them, and there was never a shortage 
of crews.” 

Central to the Battle of the Atlantic were 
the ships and men of the British Merchant 
Navy, and of other allied nations, often 
making no more than eight knots in con¬ 
voy, bringing essential food and supplies to 
our islands. 

Some 5,000 merchant ships, and more 
than 30,000 British merchant seamen, were 
lost. 

The local wartime story and, indeed, 
much county history is being told at the 
Glamorgan Wartime Heritage Centre at 
Barry Island Railway Station and, quite 
rightly, includes a Merchant Navy section. 

The Merchant Navy Association 
(Wales) Barry branch are pleased to be 
both liaising and working with local histo¬ 
rians and volunteers that have already 
proved to be the hopeful carers in our 
locality of much of the Vale’s history and 
heritage. 

The Glamorgan Wartime Heritage 
Centre has now started its summer pro¬ 
gramme. The museum will be open on the 
second Sunday of the month and 


Wednesday afternoons. Admission is free, 
and the museum will be open from 11am - 
3pm (Sun), 2pm - 4pm (Weds). 

World War One centenary 
BARRY at War volunteers, the 
people behind the heritage/visitor 
centre museum, have created a 
WWl ‘trench experience’ and are 
in discussions to ensure that Barry 
and Glamorgan have a suitable 
programme of events and facilities 
with which to commemorate this 
important centenary, with a suit¬ 
able legacy thereafter. 

The scheme helps to bring together all 
partners with an interest in ensuring that 
the First World War Centenary (commenc¬ 
ing in August 2014) is suitably remem¬ 
bered. 

The local Merchant Navy Association 
are working on similar lines and will fur¬ 
ther liaise with all other local groups and 
organisations including both the Barry 
town and Vale councils, the Royal British 
Legion and other key bodies regarding the 
then Merchant Marine and Barry’s First 
World War Centenary Programme, to 
ensure an appropriate tribute and com¬ 
memoration locally. 

Barry is itself a former Merchant Navy 
town, port and resort with railway, coal, 
dock and seafaring families and its resort is 
steeped in history. 

For this May and beyond, to commemo¬ 
rate the Year of the Convoy and the part 
played by our local men, the museum at the 
Island Railway Station have created dis¬ 
play boards, and aim to create other dis¬ 
plays to show aspects of the MN story and 
individual stories of people involved. 

One of these (the Convoy) has already 
been printed, and is in situ at the museum. 
Two of the four boards on the last open day 
were Merchant Navy ones. 

They have also a Red Duster, the MN 
red ensign and a large picture and display 
of local MN man Arthur Rouse, more are 
planned and could be sponsored? Other 
artefacts are sought to display alongside 
the old Vale MN Roll of Honour memorial 
plaques that are displayed in rotation. 

Merchant shipping was essential to the 
wartime efforts; ships were needed to carry 
food, raw materials, troops and equipment. 

At the outbreak of World War Two, 
every available ship, regardless of age or 
condition, was pressed into service. Crews 
included seamen in their sixties and seven¬ 
ties as well as teenagers as young as four¬ 
teen, and came from every allied nation. 

The national Battle of the Atlantic com¬ 
memorations during May affords an oppor¬ 
tunity for the United Kingdom to salute the 
Merchant Navy and its seafarers. It is 
hoped that the Red Ensign, the flag of 
British merchant ships since 1674, is flown 
from local and national public buildings 
for the occasion in a salute to brave seamen 
as well as those of the combined allied 
forces. 


DREAMS COME TRUE 
FOR LOCAL CHILDREN 


THE official opening of the 
Gibbonsdown Children’s 
Centre and Gibbonsdown 
Community Centre took place 
on April 25 - and what a 
transformation! 

The children now have a new, 
fun, safe environment and the best 
play equipment fit for the 21st 
Century, with access to their won¬ 
derful outdoor play area. 

The Community Centre also has 
new modern facilities ready to be 
enjoyed by the local community. 

Thanks have to go to Jane Hutt 
AM for her continued support for 
the Children’s Centre, to the Welsh 
Government for understanding the 
importance of this facility to 
Gibbonsdown, to Barry 
Regeneration Board for agreeing to 
fund the project and the Vale 


Council for overseeing the work. 

The biggest thanks, however, 
have to go to the manager. Gill 
Munro, who succeeded with this 
refurbishment through sheer hard 
work, stubbornness and determina¬ 
tion. 

The children and residents of 
Gibbonsdown now have a centre for 
them to be proud of and to serve 
them for years to come. 

The smiles of the staff and the 
children on the day of opening, 
together with a few tears from the 
adults on seeing their dreams come 
to fruition, spoke a thousand words. 

Claire Curtis, Barry 
(Trustee Gibbonsdown Children 
Centre) 


Tractor run 
for charity 


ON Sunday, April 
28, the Vale of 
Glamorgan 
Ploughing and 
Hedging Society, 
with the support of 
the Aberthin 
Tractor Boys, held 
its annual tractor 
run in aid of the Ed 
Evans Foundation 
and the Vale 
Ploughing Match. 

There was a good 
turnout of over 65 trac¬ 
tors. 

The run started at 
I0.I5am from Frank 
Sutton’s yard in St 
Mary Hill and travelled 
through Llanharry and 


Brynna to Blackmill 
where they had a lunch 
break and then returned 
through Coity and 
Pencoed, arriving back 
at the yard by 3.30pm. 

The chairman of the 
society, Andrew 
Studley, thanked every¬ 
one for taking part and 
helping to raise over 
£ 1 , 000 . 

Thanks were also 
given to the manage¬ 
ment of Frank Sutton 
Ltd, Paul Hooper Signs 
and the management 
committee of the 
Tractor Boys of 
Aberthin for all their 
support. 

Basil George 
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‘Team Running 
with Nancy’ 
preparing for 
big Bay event 


LYN THOMAS of 
‘Team Running with 
Nancy’ from Llantwit 
Major raised £3,600 for 
the Cystic Fibrosis 
Trust when he ran the 
London Marathon. 

Now the fundraising 
team from the western 
Vale is looking forward 
to a special fundraising 
event at Cardiff Bay. 

A spokeswoman for 
TRWN said: “The Virgin 
London Marathon was an 
amazing experience for 
Lyn and despite being hit 
by cramp at mile 19, he is 
looking forward to his 
next marathon! 

“The amount raised 
for the CF trust by our 
sponsors stands at £3,600 
for the VLM! 

“Thank you to all that 
have supported Lyn and 
Team Running With 
Nancy so far. 

“TRWN took part in 
the Tenovus 10k at 
National botanic gardens 
and also Hospice of the 
Valleys 10k last Sunday! 

“The CF Trust has its 
Cardiff Bay run on Bank 
Holiday, May 6, at 
10.30am at the Senedd. 

“It is a five mile run 
and there is also a two 
kilometre fun run. A 
great opportunity to get 
your bikini body started 
for the Great British 
summer! 

Online donations for 
TRWN can be made at: 
http://uk. virginmoney giv¬ 
ing. com/Running WithNa 
ncy. 

‘Extend 
classes’ 
for the 
over-50s 

AGE CONCERN 
Cardiff and Vale is 
running an extend 
class at Llantonian 
Hall in Llantwit 
Major. 

This class is run by 
The Ageing Well Project 
in the Barry and Vale 
area. 

Extend Classes are 
geared to the over 50s or 
anyone suffering from a 
disability. 

They provide gentle 
exercise to music, pro¬ 
mote health, increase 
mobility and independ¬ 
ence, improve strength 
and most importantly 
counteract isolation and 
loneliness. 

Classes are held at 
Llantonian Hall on a 
Thursday morning 
10.30am - 11.30am by a 
registered extend 
teacher. 

Contact 01446 
732385 for further infor¬ 
mation or just come 
along on the morning. 

GF 



ABOVE: Lyn at the finish line of the 
London Marathon. 


Action-packed 
day of tennis! 


AN action-packed 
day of tennis fun 
and celebration 
kicked off last 
Saturday (April 27) 
with Barry Tennis 
Club hosting Aegon 
Team Tennis fix¬ 
tures for both the 
eight-and-under 
and 14-and-under 
age groups. 

The younger group 
(whose ages range from 
5-7 years old) played 
some spirited tennis 
against David Lloyd B, 
with players on both 
teams demonstrating 
excellent sportsmanship 
and commitment to the 
game. 

Penarth Lawn Tennis 
Club (PLTC) were the 
opponents for the 14- 
anTunder boys team 
and, despite the clubs 
sharing a coaching 
team, there was strong 
rivalry and a determina¬ 
tion to win shown by 
both sides. 

After a marathon four 
hours of almost continu¬ 


al play, Barry emerged 
victorious as each team 
one a singles match 
each but Barry clinched 
the overall win by tak¬ 
ing the doubles. 

On Mayday bank hol¬ 
iday weekend, Barry 
Tennis Club will host 9- 
and-under and 10-and- 
under Vale Matchplay 
competitions; if your 
child would like to take 
part or find out more, 
please visit 
www.valetennisacade 
my.co.uk 

A cliub spokesperson 
said: “If you think you 
or your child might be 
interested in playing 
tennis, but are unsure 
what it might involve, 
please come along to 
one of our scheduled 
sessions or competi¬ 
tions. Our members and 
professional coaching 
team welcome newcom¬ 
ers of all ages, abilities 
and backgrounds; to 
find out more look at 
www.barrytennis.co.uk 
or email info@ harryten- 
nis.co.uk” 


Dinas Powys 
golfer leads 
Order of Merit 


LEE JONES 

(Conwy) claimed 
victory at the 
Trubshaw Cup at 
Ashburnham GC 
and Tenby GC by 
three shots over Tim 
Harry (Vale Resort) 
and Luke Thomas 
(Pontypridd) who 
tied for second. 

Jones carded rounds 
of 66 and 74 on day one 
at Ashburnham and 78 
and 74 on day two at 
Tenby to win 150 
Pinnacle points. 


Harry, from Dinas 
Powys, followed up his 
win at the Duncan Putter 
with rounds of 74, 74, 75 
and 72 to tie with 
Thomas after his 77, 68, 
73 and 77 for 75 
Pinnacle points each. 

The next Pinnacle 
Order of Merit event is 
the Lytham Trophy, 
which will be played at 
Lytham on May 3-5. 

Tim Harry leads the 
Order of Merit with 225 
points, with Jones a sec¬ 
ond on 150. 


Blue Badge 
charges 
are shelved 


CONSULTATION 
over charging for 
Blue Badge spaces 
has been shelved by 
BCBC’s cabinet. 

Council Equalities 
Champion and Deputy 
Leader, Coun David 
Sage, said he and fellow 
cabinet members were 
refusing to press ahead 
with the proposals, after 
mounting concerns sur¬ 
rounding the UK 
Government’s Welfare 
Reform. 

Councillor Sage said: 
“Several months ago, 
we began to look at dis¬ 
abled parking provision 
in council car parks in 
Bridgend and 
Porthcawl. 

“We agreed to con¬ 
sider charging blue 
badge holders for using 
council parking spaces, 
but not before we had 
sought views through 
proper consultation. 

“However, even 
before we have reached 
the stage of formal con¬ 


sultation, it has become 
clear that there is a great 
deal of uncertainty 
about the impact and 
consequences of the UK 
Government’s policy 
changes and reforms, 
and local disabled peo¬ 
ple are understandably 
fearful of these. 

“It would be wrong to 
even begin a consulta¬ 
tion, never mind make a 
decision, which would 
add to these concerns 
and fears, which is why 
my cabinet members 
and I are refusing to 
press ahead with the 
proposals. 

“We are not prepared 
to add to the burden 
generated by welfare 
reform, so Blue Badge 
parking will remain free 
in Bridgend county bor¬ 
ough. 

“I’d like to thank the 
Bridgend Equality 
Lorum and others who 
have shared their 
thoughts on this impor¬ 
tant matter.” 


New president 
takes the helm 



BRIDGEND Soroptimist Club held their 
AGM at The Rest, Porthcawl, on 
Wednesday April 24 when their new pres¬ 
ident, Mrs Barbara Parish (seen on left) 
was inaugurated by outgoing president 
Carys Brown. 

Warriors raise 
money for 
local charity 


ON Sunday, April 
21, WKU (Welsh 
Kickboxing Union) 
hosted the third Way 
of the Warrior kick¬ 
boxing event at 
Tondu cricket club. 

Way of the Warrior is 
a kickboxing event show¬ 
casing the very best 
fighters from the south 
Wales area. 

Fighters from Western 
Dragons, Xandao Ma 
from Llanelli, Spatz from 
Moriston Swansea, 
Pssychos, from Swansea 
as well as Bridgend 
Warriors and Scorpions 
put on a spectacular 
show to a sell out crowd. 

Ethan Ruck (28kg), 
William George (87kg) 


and Phil Parsons (65kg) 
from Bridgend Scorpions 
all won their fights and 
£165 was raised for 
Bridgend Riding for the 
Disabled 

Way of the Warrior 4 
is scheduled to take 
place at Tondu Cricket 
Club on November 30; 
anyone interested in get¬ 
ting involved in future 
events, or in sponsoring 
the event, should contact 
Jeff Copp on 07538 
605838 

For more information 
visit welshkickboxingu 
nion.com or search 
WKU on Facebook DA 


Friendship Club 
revels in keen 
bowls competition 
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ABOVE; The ladies, pictured during their pre-game warm-up. 


AT the April meet¬ 
ing of the 
Cowbridge 
Friendship Club, 
members put the 
volunteers to shame 
with their warming 
up exercises before 
getting down to the 
serious business of 
the bowls competi¬ 
tion. 

Once the teams had 
been selected, each 
member was out to score 
as highly as they could 
for their respective team. 

The competition was 
quite fierce, although the 


MADELEINE 
MOON, MPfor 
Bridgend, has high¬ 
lighted changes to 
Family Visit Visas 
that are due to 
come in towards 
the end of June. 

“As a result of the 
Crime and Courts Act 
2013, there will no 
longer be the right of 
appeal in the event that 
a Lamily Visit Visa is 
refused, unless the 
appeal is on human 
rights or race discrimi¬ 
nation grounds,” she 
said. 

“This change means 
it is essential that any¬ 
one applying for a 
Lamily Visit Visa pro¬ 
vides all the evidence 
required when they 
make their application. 

“There will be no 
right of appeal if an 
application is refused as 
a result of some sup¬ 
porting evidence not 
being included. The 
only option will be to 
make a fresh application 
and pay the fee again. 

“Many of the cases 


noise must have been 
kept to a minimum this 
time, as there was no 
response from the local 
peso as in previous 
years! 

The competition was 
even but a last minute 
spurt by the red team 
secured a win by a mar¬ 
gin of 12 to 7. 

Then it was time for 
the volunteers to try 
their hand and after a 
dismal display, it was 
decided that in future 
they need some advice 
from the members on 
how the game should be 
played. 

Then followed the 


relating to visas I deal 
with are trying to 
resolve problems with 
Lamily Visit Visas. It is 
vital that anyone apply¬ 
ing for one of these 
visas ensures that they 
provide all the necessary 
information to avoid 
unnecessary delays, cost 
and inevitable disap¬ 
pointment when applica¬ 
tions fail. 

“Often the visas are 
for family occasions 
such as weddings, visits 
to newborn family 
members. 

“Getting the applica¬ 
tion wrong will mean 
the visit cannot go 
ahead and I urge fami¬ 
lies to ensure their rela¬ 
tives understand the 
importance of making 
sure the application con¬ 
tains all of the required 
information. 

“More information is 
available on the UK 
Border Agency website 
http.V/www. ukba. home 
office.gov. uk/visas-immi 
gration/visiting/family ” 


usual afternoon tea 
before the members 
were taken home. 

Meetings are held on 
the last Thursday of 
every month when we 
have a variety of activi¬ 
ties so if you or someone 
you know would like to 
join, telephone 01656 
668446 to find out more. 
Pat Smith (Leader) 

Can you 
give 

Pepper a 
home? 



PEPPER 


The GEM is in 
partnership 
with the Dogs 
Trust to help 
find homes for 
dogs in their 
care at the 
rehoming centre 
in Bridgend. 
PEPPER is a seven 
year-old English 
bull terrier, who has 
won the hearts of so 
many of us here at 
Dogs Trust already! 

She has come to us 
through no fault of her 
own. She is such a sweet¬ 
heart - she loves every¬ 
one and everything. 

She can live with chil¬ 
dren of 4-plus, and can 
live with other dogs. 
Pepper is guaranteed to 
make you smile! 

She has some ongoing 
medical issues, so her 
owners will need to keep 
up with her treatments, 
but Dogs Trust can help 
with the cost of her vet 
bills, if needed. 

If you can offer Pepper 
a home, please call us on 
01656 725219, or pop in 
to Dogs Trust, Court 
Colman, Pen-y-Lai, 
Bridgend, CP31 4NG. 
Linda Feagan 
Dogs Trust 
Bridgend) 


Bridgend chess 

round-up 

IN division 2 of the East Glamorgan chess 
league, in their last game of the season, St 
Johns clinched second place by beating 
Bridgend A 3.5-1.5, with the outright win¬ 
ners Barry Camelots. 

With Caerphilly beating Porthcawl 3.5-1.5, 
they pushed Bridgend A into fourth place; the 
final placings were First Barry Camelots on 58, 
second St John on 52.5, third Caerphilly with 47 
and fourth Bridgend with 46.5. 

For more information on Bridgend Chess visit 
www.bridgendchessclub.com MK 


Family Visit Visas 
change warning 























Thursday, May 2nd, 2013 


www.facebook.com/semnews • www.twitter.com/sem news 


THE GEM - 33 


WHO WANTS TO BUILD WHAT, AND WHERE? 


Dr Gary Thomas - 4 Brookfield Park Road, 
Cowbridge - Rebuild of existing conservatory with 
new pitched roof. 

Mr and Mrs A and J Richardson - Yr Ysgubor, St 
Lythans - Reinstatement of single storey link to 
connect existing dwelling to existing garage com¬ 
prising: open plan dining/kitchen space. 

Conversion of existing fuel store to utility area 
including replacing current slate roof with low level 
pitched roof. 

Mr Chris Price - 3 Milburn Close, Rhoose - First 
floor side extension and glass balustrading above 
garage. 

Mr Scott Croll - Culvery, Llancarfan - Fell 
Eucalyptus tree. 

Eiryl Pritchard - Sycamore House, Church Street, 
Wick - Remove lower limb and reduce weight on 
load bearing limbs to T1 Pine tree and reduce height 
by 50 per cent and cut back from highway G1 Yew 
trees. 

Mrs E and Mr T Woodward - Ty Twyn, Mill Road, 
Dinas Powys - Felling of large Eucalyptus tree. 
Pioneer Pump Solutions Ltd - 18 Llandough 
Trading Estate, Cardiff - Change of use from 
warehousing/light industrial to plant hire business 
use (Sui Generis). 

Pioneer Pump Solutions Ltd - 18 Llandough 
Trading Estate, Cardiff - Proposed non-illuminat- 
ed signage. 

Mr Christopher Pollock - 165 Plymouth Road, 
Penarth - Loft dormer to roof of front of property. 
Mr Simon Mason - 15 Merthyr Dyfan Road, 
Barry - Demolish existing shed, increased drive¬ 
way, one and two storey rear extension with side 
dormer. 

Adam Govier - 14 Plas Pamir, Penarth - Balcony 
to the front of the house above existing garden, side 
screens at each end of balcony, steel structure with 
stainless steel balustrade with glass panels. 

Ms Catherine Evans - 13 Plas Pamir, Penarth - 
Balcony to front of the house above existing garden, 
side screens at each end of balcony. 

Mr Christopher Hanlon - 10 Heol Dewi Sant, Barry 
- Side extension to provide living accommodation. 
Helium Miracle 113 Ltd - Land at ISV and The 
Cardiff Arena Ice Rink, International Drive, 
Grangetown, Cardiff - Hybrid application com¬ 
prising Full detail in respect of the demolition of 
existing temporary ice rink and erection of new Ice 
Arena and associated temporary parking provision, 
access and servicing and Outline with consideration 


Advice available 
to help heat 
off-grid properties 


WITH one in six 
homes across Wales 
relying on off-gas 
fuels, such as heat¬ 
ing oil, liquid petro¬ 
leum gas (LPG), 
coal or wood to 
heat their homes, 
the Welsh 
Government’s Nest 
scheme, is urging 
householders living 
in off-gas properties 
to contact them for 
information on 
reducing their fuel 
hills and staying 
warm. 

Nest is a free, confi¬ 
dential service providing 
free energy efficiency 
and money management 
advice, benefit checks 
and tariff checking to 
anyone in Wales. 

The scheme also pro¬ 
vides free home 
improvements such as 
new heating systems, 
external wall and loft 
insulation and renew¬ 
able energy technologies 
to those people who 
need it most. 

The scheme, which is 
managed by British Gas, 
offers home improve¬ 
ments at no cost to 
applicants who own or 
privately rent their 
home, live in a property 
that is not energy effi¬ 
cient and receive a 
means-tested state bene¬ 
fit. 

Lee Parry, Nest 


scheme manager, said: 

“There are currently 
around 206,000 homes 
in Wales off the gas net¬ 
work and many of those 
householders are seri¬ 
ously struggling to heat 
their homes. We want to 
remind people that sup¬ 
port is available. 

“Contacting the Nest 
scheme couldn’t be easi¬ 
er; firstly the team do a 
visit to check eligibility 
for home improvements 
at no cost, a Nest asses¬ 
sor will recommend a 
tailored package of 
home improvements to 
help make the property 
warmer and save money 
on energy bills. These 
may include a new cen¬ 
tral heating boiler, insu¬ 
lation for a hot water 
cylinder, loft, cavity 
wall and solid wall insu¬ 
lation, draught-proofing 
for doors and windows 
and renewable energy 
technologies. 

“Many people do not 
realise the difference 
that energy efficiency 
measures could make to 
them. For example, just 
insulating a loft could 
save up to £145 a year 
on heating bills.” 

To find out if you are 
eligible for Nest and for 
more information about 
the scheme, please call 
Freephone 0808 808 
2244 and speak to one 
of the Nest advisors. 


of access only in respect of indoor natural snow ski 
slope, A1 retail, A3 food and drink, B1 off, C3 resi¬ 
dential, Cl Hotel, D1 non-residential institution and 
D2 assembly and leisure uses, access, parking 
(including a multi-storey car park), servicing and 
landscaping. 

Mr and Mrs Paul Hancock - 25 Chantry Rise, 
Penarth - Single storey rear extension. 

Mr and Mrs Robson - 21 Cwrt Syr Dafydd, 
Llantwit Major - Conservatory to rear of property. 
Mr Adrian George - 78 Lavernock Road, Penarth 

- Two storey side extension. 

Dr Kate Skone - The Gables, 105 Plymouth Road, 
Penarth - Replacement windows to front and side 
elevations. 

Mr Haydn Jenkins - Clumber Lodge, Llanquian 
Road, Aberthin, Cowbridge - Existing conservato¬ 
ry to be demolished and replaced with a tiled roof 
extension. The extension is to be single storey, to the 
east side of the property. Extension roof level to be 
approximately 45cm lower than existing property. 
Mr Phil Davies - Sycamore House, Llancadle - 
Rear ground floor extension. 

Mr Oliver Root - 18 Wordsworth Avenue, Penarth 

- Extension to roof and conversion of attic space 
into new bedroom with rear facing dormer 

Mr and Mrs Thomas - 29 Clevedon Avenue, Sully 

- Demolition of existing garage, remodelling and 
extension of existing house, construction of new 
vehicle access and detached garage. 

Mr P Eustace - 73 Cardiff Road, Dinas Powys - 
Proposed conversion of loft and replacement of roof 
hip with gable. 

BT Pic - Outside 37 Windsor Terrace, Penarth - 

Single BT Telecommunication DSLAM cabinet 
(800m X 450mm high and 1,300mm) painted green. 
Mr Stephen Clinton - 7 St Ambrose Close, Dinas 
Powys - Construction of new detached double 
garage, conversion/extension of existing single 
attached garage in to music room/study/utility room 
and add second storey to previous single storey 
extension for a fourth bedroom and ensuite. Also add 
new driveway to ease parking in small cul de sac. 
Miss C McKenzie - 1 Talbot Terrace, St Mary 
Church, Cowbridge - Ground and first floor exten¬ 
sions to rear. 

Mrs Stephanie King Davies - Tuar Gaer, St Nicholas 

- Removal of two trees. 

Mrs Ruth Quinn - Old School, Wine Street, 
Llantwit Major - Repair and replacement of win¬ 
dows and rainwater goods. 

Mr Richard Law and Ms Sara Myers - West 
Aberthaw Farm, West Aberthaw - Repairs to list¬ 
ed stone boundary wall at West Aberthaw Farm fol¬ 
lowing vehicle impact damage. 

Mr Dale Patrick - Sunnybank Holdings, Ash Hall 
Road, Ystradowen - Two wooden stables with 
adjoining tack room - 3.65m wide x 9.14m long x 
2.74m high. 

Mr Graham Davies - Park Podiatry Centre, 117 
Park Crescent, Barry - Change of use from podia¬ 
trist (Dl) to hairdresser (Al) and new shop front. 
Mr Harris - 26 Port Road East, Barry - 
Conservatory to the front elevation. 

Mr and Mrs Aubrey - Murch Farm Manse, Wesley 
Court, Dinas Powys - Fell conifer tree. 

Mr Glyn George - Land adjacent to Y Felin Each, 
Monknash - Unisex disabled toilet/shower and 


baby changing facility. 

Mr Greg Swaine - Greenway Farm, Bonvilston, 
Cardiff - Erection of single dwelling. 

Mr Bryn Llewellyn - 48 Heol Corswigen, Parc 
Rhosyn, Pencoedtre Village, Barry - Convert the 
integrated garage into a playroom and utility room. 
Mrs Woodward - Ty Twyn, Mill Road, Dinas 
Powys - Orangery style conservatory to rear. 

Mr Julian Golinski - Dunraven Gardens, 
Dunraven Park, Southerndown - Repairs and 
alterations to wall and summerhouse. 

Mr Richard Hodges - 60 Ludlow Street, Penarth - 
Construction of loft conversion and rear dormer. 

Mr Jemmet - 3 Cae Gwyn, Penarth - Garage con¬ 
version into kitchen. Installation of roof windows to 
main roof. 

Mr Sean McNally - Maes Isaf, Heol Las, Wick - 
Erection of single storey garage. 

Mrs Eda Kennedy - 17 Borough Close, Cowbridge 
- Creation of two separate dwellings from existing 
dwelling and granny annexe. 

Mr Jon Coombes - 15 Elm Grove Road, Dinas 
Powys - Two storey rear extension. 

Windsor Court Investments - 21 Romilly Road, 
Barry - Convert existing three storey residential 
dwelling (vacant) into three self-contained dwellings 
(refer to lapsed planning consent 2007/00924/FUL). 
Greene King - The Oystercatcher, Terra Nova 
Way, Penarth - Proposed restaurant extension. 
Tesco Stores Ltd - Marconi Avenue, Penarth - 
Installation of a timber fence surrounding the hello 
tablet signage and the upgrade of 11 trolley bays. 

Mr and Mrs Richards - 16 Usk Way, Barry - Single 
storey orangery at rear of house. 

Mr Chris Payne - Pen y Garreg, Piccadilly, 
Llanblethian, Cowbridge - Retention of changes to 
201L00693/FUL including lower games room and 
raised decking. 

United Welsh Housing Association - 61 Tynewydd 
Road, Barry - Proposed alterations at 61 Tynewydd 
Road, Barry, to use Class C2. 

Mrs Gillian Page - 34 Druids Green, Cowbridge - 
Proposed ground floor rear extension. 

Mr Ian Hunt - Filco Supermarket, High Street, 
Cowbridge - a) One Weeping Willow (extending 
over stream), prune to provide 2m clearance from 
property and undertake 50 per cent crown reduction: 
b) one Weeping Willow (extending over store); 
shorten branches extending over roof to provide 2m 
clearance from building (access to neighbouring 
property required): c) One Goat Willow (rear corner 
of store); undertake 50 per cent crown reduction. 
Remove all arisings. 

Mr Ian Hunt - Edmonton, 84a Broadway, 
Llanblethian - Various works to trees. 

Mr and Mrs Carlson Tong - Seawalls, 62 Craig yr 
Eos Road, Ogmore by Sea - Demolition of existing 
dwelling and reconstruct new dwelling. 

Mr James Hillier - 12 Colhugh Park, Llantwit 
Major - Single storey kitchen extension, porch and 
conversion of garage to habitable room. 

Mrs Lynne Williams - Land adjoining 20 Pwll Y 
Min Crescent, Peterston Super Ely - Pruning to 
remove damaged branches and shortening split 
limbs and limbos extending towards no. 20, to Oak 
tree. 

Ms Pauline Brown - 80 Greenacres, Barry - 
Proposed bedroom and en-suite extension to be built 


over existing single storey garage and structural 
modifications to existing conservatory to create a 
new garden room. 

Mr and Mrs Rauch - 9 St Michaels Close, St Athan 
- Proposed dormer extension to existing first floor. 
Director of Regeneration and Planning, Rhondda 
Cynon Taf - Ortho Clinical Diagnostics, Unit 2, 
Pencoed Technology Park, Felindre Meadows, 
Pencoed - Extensions to the current facility to 
accommodate additional business capacity. The 
units will be located on the south and west side of the 
current production building. 

Mr Richard Kerslake - 6 Golwg y Coed, Barry - 
Roller shutter door inside front entrance of car port. 
Alison Enterprises - 90 Fontygary Road, Rhoose - 
Application for approval of reserved matters follow¬ 
ing outline approval 2009/1083/OUT. 

Miss Emma Smith - 7 Golwg y Coed, Barry - 
Installation of roller shutter door to car port. 

Coastal Oil and Gas Limited - Site located in field 
400m along an unnamed road between the A4266 
and Duffryn (grid ref 308215:171623 - Drill a sin¬ 
gle vertical exploration borehole. 

Coastal Oil and Gas Limited - Unit 20, Sutton 
Spring Road, Llandow Trading Estate - Drill a 
single vertical exploration borehole. 

Coastal Oil and Gas Limited - Land on the west 
side of the road leading from Llancarfan to 
Bonvilston (grid ref. 305209:172962) - Drill an 
exploration borehole to test for conventional gas 
reserves in the Devonian. 

Mr Ian Mead - Hunters Gate, Windmill Lane, 

Llanblethian - Proposed car port at side of existing 
dwelling. 

Mrs Wendy McTiffin - 35 Longmeadow Drive, 
Dinas Powys - Porch to side elevation. 

Ms Wendy Hewitt-Sayer - Brown Lion House, 
Llanmaes - Building above an existing ground floor 
extension, removal of wall between bedroom and 
extension, removal of sloping slate roof and replace¬ 
ment using a hip into main slate roof. Removal of 
ground floor casement window and replacement 
with French window/patio door. 

Mr D Southwell - 3 The Mount, Dinas Powys - 
Fell Yew tree. 

Wm Morrison Supermarkets Pic - Unit 4 (formerly 
Focus DIY), Waterfront Retail Park, Heol 
Ceiniog, Barry - Removal/variation of condition 14 
of permission 94/00144/OUT to allow the unrestrict¬ 
ed sale of non food goods from 25 per cent of the net 
sales area. 

Mr and Mrs Evans - Treetops, Romilly Park Road, 
Barry - Proposal to construct single storey exten¬ 
sion to side with single storey conservatory to rear. 
Mrs Nicolette Griffiths - Fox Hollows, Sion Lane, 
Ogmore by Sea - Oak framed garden 
room/orangery extension and increase in size of 
dormer to rear, study/lounge extension to side and 
new entrance doors/canopy to front. 

Co-operative Food Group - 26 Windsor Road, 
Penarth - One fascia sign (A) externally illuminat¬ 
ed by overhead trough light to front elevation; one 
internally illuminated projection sign (B). 

Mr Paul Twamley - Parkmount, Bridgeman Road, 
Penarth - Works to front garden wall to include 1. 
replacement entrance gates; 2. re-building of exist¬ 
ing stone wall complete with railings over. 


David returns home to 
celebrate anniversary 


ROBIN WINS LOCAL 
ARCHERY COMPETION! 



Left to right: Colin, Robin,and Lawrence 


TRIPLE swimming Olympian 
David Davies (the most success¬ 
ful Welsh swimmer of all time) 
returned to his former tennis 
club at Barry Island to open its 
centenary year celebrations at a 
special family open day on a 
gloriously sunny Saturday, 
April 27. 

The commemorations marked a nos¬ 
talgic trip for David - who before 
becoming an Olympic medallist in 
Athens and Beijing - was a promising 
junior at the club. 

The club was opened on April 26, 
1913 and over 100 visitors enjoyed a 
brief history of the club delivered by 
chairman Harry Emery which culmi¬ 
nated in David Davies unveiling a 
commemorative plaque. 

David reiterated: “It is a fantastic 
achievement to reach this milestone 
and it's great to see so many young¬ 
sters at the club, who undoubtedly will 
continue the success for many years to 
come. I’d have loved to have been a 
tennis player but unfortunately I had a 
forehand like Federer and a back hand 
like my grandfather, so I ended up 
going down the swimming path and the 
rest is history." 

Several members dressed in period 
costumes and played on court with 


wooden rackets much to the amaze¬ 
ment of the passing public. A gift for 
David’s new baby daughter was pre¬ 
sented by the club's youngest junior, 
Grace Mickelsen (5) 

The organised adult tournament and 
mini tennis activities for the juniors 
(supervised by the club's professional 
coaches Rob Cunningham and Ben 
Coates) continued well into the after¬ 
noon. A very popular event was the 
ball machine and radar gun for those 
with a fast serve (or who thought they 
had a fast serve). 

For the season ahead the club is 
offering a new range of tennis activi¬ 
ties to cater for all levels and interests, 
including ‘Tennis Express ’ for those 
whose racket play may be a bit rusty, 
‘Cardio Tennis ’ to bring you up to peak 
fitness, along with an extensive range 
of social and team tennis for juniors 
and adults, as well as adult and junior 
coaching. 

The coaching programme is suitable 
for all ages and abilities and features 
both classes and individual coaching 
by professional coaches to help 
improve your game and overall fitness. 

For further details about Barry 
Tennis Club please call 01446 735303 
or e mail info@barrytennis.co.uk or 
visit the club’s websiiQ at www.barry- 
tennis.co.uk. AG 


CAERAU Dragons Bowmen 
Archery Club recently held 
their AGM before the usual 
Friday shoot. 

Outgoing chairman Lawrence King 
presented trophies and a winners Cup 
for the Winter Indoor competition. 
This was run over a period from 
January to March, shooting three 
dozen arrows at targets set at 18 
metres. 

Individuals then submitted their 
best four score cards to be included in 
the competition. A complex handicap 
system then had to be applied before 
the final results could be announced. 

The overall winner (and competi¬ 
tion organiser) was a delighted Robin 


who now needs to build a bigger tro¬ 
phy cabinet! Second prize was won by 
Colin and third prize went to Andrew 
Ellis. 

Incoming chairman, Simon Miskin, 
thanked Lawrence for his work over 
the past four years which has set a firm 
foundation for the club. 

“The hard work of the committee 
members, support from club members 
and the recent inclusion of five new 
archery coaches means that we can 
now look forward to running competi¬ 
tions and tournaments on an outside 
range during the summer in addition to 
holding regular club shooting, coach¬ 
ing & beginners courses,” said Simon. 

SM 
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Year-8 girls win 
Turbo Touch test! 


TURBO 
touch is a 
new game 
that has 
been intro¬ 
duced to 
attract girls 
to the game 
of rugby. 

The year 8 
girls from 
Llantwit Major 
beat all the 
opposition in 
the first round 
in extremely 
wet conditions 
to reach the semi¬ 
final, which was played at Colcot Sports Centre in 
Barry. 

In the semi-final, they were up against Michaelston, 
which resulted in a 10- 2 win. The final was against St 
Cyres and though there were some very close moments 
the team went on to win 9-5. 

They will now go on to represent Cardiff Blues at 
Gemau Cymru. 



Back row - Cerys 
Thomas, Rhian 
Fleig, Cerys 
Thomas, Molly 
Allen, Heather 
Bowkett. Front row 
- Bethany Barrell, 
Hannah Jones, 
Nichol Jones. 


BARRY BEES FALTER 


BARRY BEES 
under-lOs made the 
long journey to 
Talywain RFC, and 
failed to maintain 
the form of their 
last couple of 
games. 

It was a tough and 
bruising encounter 
against an uncompromis¬ 
ing Talywain team. It 
was clear from the outset 
that the Bees were in for 
a hard game, with the big 
Talywain forwards mak¬ 


ing inroads into the Barry 
defence. 

The Bees managed to 
weather the early storm, 
and James Chapman fin¬ 
ished a good move to 
take the lead. This did lit¬ 
tle to stem the Talywain 
tide, and it did not take 
them long to breach the 
Barry line to equalise. 

The home side contin¬ 
ued to pile on the pres¬ 
sure and took a deserved 
lead with another power¬ 
ful drive. 

This seemed to wake 
up Barry, and they began 


Hawkeye lands 
the bullseye! 


BOOKMAKERS at 
Chepstow 
Racecourse were hit 
for six when 
Hawkeye Native, 
owned by former 
cricketer Neil 
Adams and Chris 
Williams, landed 
the prestigious 
Dunraven Bowl 
Novices Hunter 
Chase. 

Although Hawkeye 
Native was returned a 
25-1 chance, several 
bookmakers including 
regular point-to-point 
bookie James Lovell had 
offered and laid 66-1 
about the son of 
Pilsudski's chances. 
Cardiff s James Lovell 
said: “The result was a 
disaster for us.” 

Twelve horses faced 
the starter and Hawkeye 
Native, confidently rid¬ 
den by his 21-year-old 
trainer Matthew Barber, 
who was prominent 
throughout, went on to 
win easily by nine 
lengths from the 
favourite Findlay's Find 
partnered by Nick 
Williams, with Two 
Shook Men, ridden by 
Will Biddick, a further 
thirteen lengths away in 
third spot. 

On dismounting, 
Matthew, who was saT 
dling his first winner as a 
trainer with his first run¬ 
ner under rules - he trains 
on land owned by Chris 
Williams at Amroth - 


said: “This is a dream 
come true, as ever since I 
was a young boy I have 
dreamed of winning this 
race.” 

Mr Adams, mine host 
of the The Lobster Pot in 
Marines, admitted to 
having a good punt on 
Hawkeye Native but said 
it cost him a few quid as 
it was drinks all round in 
his pub when they 
arrived back home on 
Friday night. 

BRIAN LEE 


to play with a bit more 
fluency, with Cole 
Saunders forcing his way 
over to bring the scores 
level again. Inevitably 
Talywain finished the 
stronger and took the 
lead again just before the 
break. 

In the second half the 
game was more even, 
and ebbed and flowed 
from one try line to the 
other. The Bees tackled 
with more conviction, 
particularly Stephen and 
Spencer Williams who 
were outstanding in 
defence. 

Barry managed to get 
themselves into scoring 
positions, but again and 
again the final pass let 
them down, and they 
could not equalise; the 
final score remained 15- 
10 to the home team. 

Squad: Isaac 

McBride, Jacob Pereira, 
Rhys Lloyd, Charlie 
Bale, Ethan Watkins, 
Dylan Morris, Joseph 
Nationstead, Stephen 
Williams, Spencer 

Williams, James 

Chapman, Cole 

Saunders, Robson 

Mallam, Taylor Ross- 
Zeal, Kieran Gilbert- 
Jones, Aaron Cobom. 

JM 


Good start for 
Vale first XI 


THE opening of the 
season saw Vale 
missing their first 
team skipper Nick 
Hogben but stand- 
in skipper Mark 
Francis started the 
day well by winning 
the toss and insert¬ 
ing Brecon. 

The Vale attack was 
opened by 14 year old 
Ollie Pike and Huw 
Morris, and both bowled 
good lines, a splendid 
catch by Huw Morris at 
second slip accounting 
for the first wicket. 

With only eight runs 
coming from the first 
seven overs Brecon were 
finding life difficult but 
had progressed to 32 
before the next wicket 
fell. 

This was as a result of 
the first bowling change 
which saw Darren 
Upham introduced to the 
attack and he struck with 
his second ball clean, 
bowling M Williams. 

At the other end the 
spin of Matthew 
Williams was introduced 
and his third over saw the 
third wicket fall as he 
clean bowled his victim. 
Williams struck again as 
an edge behind was well 
taken by the evergreen 
keeper Gareth Andrews. 

The fall of the fourth 
wicket saw Brecon on 84 
after 26 overs. Williams 
finished his spell taking 
2-30 off his 10 overs. 

Brecon opening bats¬ 
man John Kenchington 
was proving difficult to 
dislodge and the Brecon 
innings was being built 
around him. 

Stand-in skipper 
Francis reluctantly intro¬ 
duced himself into the 
attack and in tandem 
with Upham, who had 
replaced Williams, 

applied further pressure 
with both bowling eco¬ 
nomical spells. Francis 
also picked up a wicket, 
hitting the top of middle 
stump. 

As Upham bowled out 
with good figures of 1-27 
off 10 overs, Francis 
returned to his opening 
bowlers. A father and son 
combination accounted 
for the next wicket as a 
stunning catch by Chris 


Pike at slip gave his son a 
second wicket. 

At the other end 
Morris picked up two 
wickets in his closing 
spell as first Matthew 
Williams held a high 
catch at cover removing 
John Kenchington, who 
had made a stubborn but 
very valuable 50, and 
skipper Francis holding a 
catch at mid off. Brecon 
closed their innings on 
133-8 off 50 overs. 

The Vale’s reply did 
not get off to the best of 
starts as Matthew 
Williams was bowled by 
a delivery coming back 
into him. Worse was to 
follow as Huw Morris, 
clean bowled, and 
Matthew Thomas, 
adjudged Ibw, both fell 
quickly to leave Vale 15- 
3. 

However, John P 
Davies and Matthew 
Gilbert showed real 
determination in rebuild¬ 
ing the Vale innings by 
putting together the high¬ 
est partnership of the 
match of 46 before 
Gilbert was well caught 
at slip for 23. 

This brought Gareth 
Andrews to the wicket, 
putting together a valu¬ 
able 34 run partnership 
with Davies before 
Davies was clean bowled 
for an excellent 38. 

The skipper came and 
went without troubling 
the scorers as he was 
adjudged Ibw with Vale 
now on 95-6. With the 
game now in the balance 
Andrews and Pike senior 
took the score to 121 
before Andrews was 
caught at cover for a very 
useful 29. 

The drama continued 
as Upham fell straight 
away driving a catch to 
mid off with the score 
still on 121. However, 
Vale nerves were eased 
as Chris Pike calmly 
steered Vale to a two 
wicket victory scoring 19 
not out before politely 
enquiring about his bat¬ 
ting position with the 
skipper. 

There will be sterner 
tests for Vale this season 
but it was an excellent 
winning start and Vale 
will hope to continue that 
at Barry Island this week. 

ME 


It goes from bad to worse 
for Barry’s chess teams 


THIS week saw a further 
two matches completed. 
The Gambits have now 
played all their games with 
the Camelots and Quarks 
completing their final 
matches next week. 

Only last week I commented on 
how teams vary so much at the 
end of the season. This is home 
out by our performances this 
week. 

The Camelots and the Gambits 
managed only one point between 
them out of a possible ten. Our 
squads for this round of games 
was so threadbare it was a case of 
if you are available you are play¬ 
ing! 

The Camelots, who had only 
last week become champions of 
division three, had a home game 
against the Pontypridd Barbarians. 
The Barbarians have been fighting 
relegation all season and last year 
they were only saved right at the 
end of the season. However they 


are a reasonably strong team and 
their league position belies their 
individual abilities. 

Our team was the weakest we 
had put out all season and fell to 
an unaccustomed defeat. This is 
the second time in April that one 
of our teams has lost 5-0. 

It already looks like an uphill 
battle for the Camelots next sea¬ 
son in division one. The 
Barbarians find themselves two 
points from safety with one round 
of games to go. 

The Gambits found out last 
week that they were relegated. 
They had a home game on the 
same night as the Camelots 
against the Cardiff Crowns. 

The Crowns had been in third 
place for most of the season but 
dropped out of the promotion 
places recently. They had a young 
strong team and we could only 
manage one point with Chris 
Green obtaining a win. We lost by 
a score of 4-1. 

The Gambits finished in eighth 


place with only a point separating 
the relegated clubs. The margin to 
safety was six points so the rele¬ 
gated teams can have no hard luck 
stories. 

The same cannnot be said for 
the Caerphilly Knights, who lost 
their final game 3-2. They ended 
up on the same number of points 
as the Crowns, but lost out by two 
match points meaning the Crowns 
will be in division two next year 
while the Knights will continue in 
the third division. 

Talking of hard luck stories, 
poor old Penarth saw all three of 
their teams relegated. Next year 
they will have teams in divisions 
two, three and four. 

For more details visit our web¬ 
site - barrychessclub.yolasite.com. 

The Barry Chess Club meets 
each Monday at their home venue 
of The West End Club, St Nicholas 
Road, Barry, CF62 6QY with 
matches starting at 7:30pm; new 
players of all ages and standards 
are welcomed. PJ 


Spencer goes 
through the mill - 

BUT IS NUMBER ONE! 


ON the weekend of 
April 6/7, Spencer 
Bennett and a group 
of his closest friends 
travelled to Crawley 
for the 4th IFK 
World Tournament. 

Over 200 fighters 
from over 35 different 
countries and organisa¬ 
tions were set to compete 
across two days, in one 
of the best tournaments 
kyokushin karate has 
seen. 

Spencer was feeling 
and looking in the shape 
of his life. As the current 
British and European 
lightweight champion, 
the pressure was on for 
Spencer to deliver. 

Spencer weighed in 
the day before the tour¬ 
nament at 67.4kgs, after 
dropping 12kgs through 
diet and exercise, to com¬ 
pete in the under-70kgs 
lightweight category. 

The first day of com¬ 
petition was off to an 
early start and Spencer 
had to win two fights to 
make it through to the 
second day. That was no 
problem for Spencer who 
had knocked his first 
opponent from Norway 
out in a staggering 23 
seconds, the fastest 
knockout of the day! 

Spencer’s second fight 
was up against a French 
competitor who was a bit 
trickier for Spencer. They 
had a hard two minute 
bout and Spencer’s oppo¬ 
nent actually began smil¬ 
ing while hitting him 
with some hard punches 
and kicks. 

This was obviously 
the fighters last ditch 
attempt to psych Spencer 
out but he just smiled 
back. After the two min¬ 
utes the referees called a 
draw so they fought for 
another minute, where 
Spencer clearly dominat¬ 
ed and won the fight with 
a unanimous decision. 

Day two started with 
Tamashawari, board 
breaking. Every competi¬ 
tor breaks boards which 
help the judges decide on 
a winner if the fights go 
to a draw later in the day; 
the fighter who has bro¬ 
ken the most boards 
wins. 

Spencer broke 14 
boards, five with a closed 
fist (punch), four with a 
knife hand (karate chop) 
and five with his elbow. 
After that was done, 
Spencer was up for his 
third fight of the week¬ 
end, the quarter-finals 
against a U^ainian, cur¬ 
rently ranked 20 in the 
world. 

These were now three 
minute fights with two 
minute extensions. This 
was a really hard fight 
and went to two exten¬ 
sions because it was so 
close. Overall they 
fought for seven minutes 
and Spencer won after 
breaking 14 boards to the 
Ukrainian’s 8. 

Spencer was now in 
the semi-finals but badly 
injured. After suffering 
many blows to the leg 


Spencer was suffering 
the early signs of a knee 
effusion, had swelling on 
both his shins and the 
medics suspected he had 
a broken hand. 

With encouragement 
from his coaches and 
wife Spencer carried on 
and fought a very tough 
Russian. He had been the 
one to watch all day, and 
is ranked in the top three 
in the world. 

After a three minute 
fight the round was a 
draw and went to a two 
minute extension. 

Spencer lost on a split 
decision so didn’t make it 
to the final. He finished 
in fourth place after 
valiantly fighting another 
two rounds, although 
injured, in the third place 
play-off. 

This was a controver¬ 
sial split decision but 
having sustained so 
many injuries and work¬ 
ing so hard, Spencer was 
over the moon to take 
fourth place which left 
him ranked number one 
in Britain and Europe 
and number four in the 
world - not bad for a 
Barry lad! 

After a night of pain 
and celebration, Spencer 
collapsed the following 
morning, giving his wife 
and friends a scare. A 
medic was called and he 
diagnosed Spencer with 


low blood pressure and 
severe dehydration, a 
common side-effect of 
two days competing. 

He got home on the 
Monday to a heroes wel¬ 
come from his son and 
after a trip to hospital 
was diagnosed with a 
severe knee effusion and 
unable to walk for a 
week. 

Following a brief 
refresher he is now back 
planning his competi¬ 
tions for the rest of the 
year, even though he isn’t 
fully recovered. 

He plans to fight again 
at least twice, including 
defending his British and 
European title in 
November. 

Spencer would like to 
thank everyone for their 
kind messages and sup¬ 
port following his suc¬ 
cess, his friend and coach 
Mark Goodwin for work¬ 
ing him so hard, his 
British teammates 
Samantha Williams and 
Leon Lungdregan for 
their help and support 
and also ‘T-Shirt printing 
for less’ for providing all 
the supporters with t- 
shirts for the event. 

If you are interested in 
training with Spencer or 
sending your children to 
his classes, please call 
07825788955 or contact 
him via Facebook. 

SB 


Barrivale 
bridge club 



THEAGM was held 
on Tuesday, April 9, 
when the retiring 
committee was, 
once again, re-elect¬ 
ed. 

The Bill Shore trophy, 
for the annual handicap, 
was presented to Dave 
Reed (pictured above). 
Afterwards, those present 
celebrated the club’s 26th 
birthday with a buffet, 
birthday cake and a 
teams event. 

Results: 1st Bryn 

Gough, Dave Reed, Tom 
Kendrick & Dave 
Thomas, 21 IMPS; 2nd 
Jane Brook, Noelle 
Bond, Diana Kendrick & 
Cynthia Luen,I8 IMPS 

Other results from 
Barrivale: April 16 - 1st 
Noelle Bond & Mark 


Roderick 74.7%; 2nd 
Alan Jones & Lyn 
Matthews 59.52%; 3rd 
Jane Brook & Denis 
Mottram 58.63%; Noelle 
& Mark also won on 
handicap. 

April 23: 1st Mark 
Roderick & Tony Ratcliff 
61.31%; 2nd Irene 
Thomas & Graham Jones 
60.12%; 3rd Kay Dyer & 
Mike Close 57.14%; 
Tom Kendrick & Dave 
Thomas won on handi¬ 
cap. 

New members are 
always welcome at 
Barrivale, if you would 
like to join us ring 01446 
418380 or 01446 733425 
or call at the Pioneer 
Hall, Beryl Road , Barry 
on Tuesdays at 7pm. 

MB 
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APPLICATION DEADUNE: S.-OOPM 8 May 2013 


homes^ 

HOTUINt 

OtAAe 709040 


BUrmiLLS tIOAG BARRV 


M4(/AwtMMnn* TfVW 
8uM • Itmitjf tm^lktg 
mm mMarnum ooeu^ncy 
r««|ur«m«nl • no pota 

• TAm bodrcon Owl 

• Saco^dnocr 

• C«nlr«i hMl^ 

■ DouNa gfcifnq 

• ConmiAiaJ 

Rtot CM,IO pec MM* 
rdaflra] imiar ctwrpaa 


CBtSSWCLL C(K/«tT. BARRY 


SuHattm for a tanalir 
n>a«tlii 9 mm mmximumi 


16 apO^ call tha hoMna. e-mail ue at 
NOMCMUOvaiBCffQlBmoYg^^ 

Of apciy In writing to: 
Vale ci QIan'forgan Council 
VtsiDle Services and Mousing 
Ovic Ofices Mcsiton RoadBarry CF63 4RIU 
or Newydd Mouaing Assoctatiofi 
121 Broad Streot« Barry CFe2 7AL 


CAMMS CORNER DINAS POWYS 


BUrmBXS WALK. BARRY 


COPPERFIELD COORT. BARRY 




H4i; ?s;rai 

Sullaeie fo« « > 

mootfnf tht mtmtimum 
ooeuponcy roqofroaMffl 
no paHa 

■ Tni>*badPOt»Ti flal 

■ rvattlocr 

• Cfnlr«l hnafog 
> 

Rtnt ttr.iO p«« loM* 
tntHOfm laalar tftmtffn 



H4V n arnmn m ^OOCtaO 

Btffl t$f • mo«lfoe 
iian occupancy 
nft*napail 
TbHM-hocIrxKvr f%r 
Rfftnocr 
ConPN rioofaie 
Doatan-^aaarg 


DYLAN CRESCENT. BARRY 


^MUfk&¥rwMd3? 

Sueoblo lor o tanoly 


Rent fW 14 p«r i 

Aoiv tiionioa 


eilZABETH AVENUE BARRY 


SbHaeio lor o f amty 


9 oocupehcy raqaIrtsaMMI 



% 1 • Tiafp CMWocm hDtee 

r 


• Cteral hMf<ng 

II 

B5 ■ 

> Dcutia-gia^bg 





■ O andPN* 

I Root fee AT pot 
I |ncl«clno vbWar diorpoa 


I • T t roo bcrtroon 
• CorOroJ aontnil 
> OctOla g om ng 
» Qanfona 
I Rnm CteXM por« 
I atcA««Srg oBitof 



FfOROO ELIN, BARRY 



i^i;.fibMooco troww 
eu«ieM#forolimly 
mocllns Iho moalotuio 
occupancy roqofromore 

• Paerocm fuuM 

• Gos (wnifB hMd<«g 

• Ooutlegluog 

• Potting 

Root Cie 4a {Mr cnet 
irci^Ang porooa chotgo 



HUNTER I 


L BARRY 




H4{/Ro4om« tor4nM 
Sunablo forotanolf 
tnootlog itM mmnunum 
OOOUpiMy noeolroioMoo 

- YMO*t>e<KMM fKUM 

- CantroJ hMioA 

- Otutilo elt2rtg 
•Omoms 

Rant Cie.70 par coolt 


ntu nam^w-rn I WCtttP 
/taoc^or t ooo 

•ulteMo for Ipmilto with 


HANO^R COURT, BARRY 

; ^taenPM (056601 
I Sonabfa lar • aioeia paraau 
or oauRo auat #P |66 wtin 
f oiaeicai ooodf) 

• Ono-bod groorvi ftoor tat 

• Siat (nr Miiat rri ar uaav 
[ • Conn* hoafriQ 

• Oiti>ti eaiatg 

• SctaraotWiagw ardaem« 
Boot €e5.S4 pat viraoA 


LOUQHER PLACE. ST ATHAN 


M4a AnWnnco .Teiaot 
i Sueabla lor ■ taioify 
tooling eio ntacoman 
ccopoocy foquoo oi ool 
TVto-boctccm fao 
Ftetflpor 
I • Ctrer# naetpg 

• OoUblaHllBOno 

* Qardana 

RomCASatpvvtoolc 

rtctrSng oolar cfwgao 



ocscupancy roqulromant 

• Tloao bad portitr tOLiao 

• Conirat baaing 
« Dojiao^gia^ng 

• Datdano 

Rant Cer eiptr Hoot 
trcJiaing vtotor ciiargaa 


A QCM11. BARRY 

m/frnmot fiCaSK 
SiaidNe Icr t Nbf la peraott 
oraoopia oatr 10 fS6 mm 
moScal naadal 

• Om<l«KpTB»n fWt 

• GraoniS4onr 

• Canyai*«aang 

• Ooutla gfeaotai 

• Scivona Maramo mwl no-n 
Rant Eteat p«r ooat 



H#£/r«Wranoo ?ia254T 
SiMUrntm fer o alnglo porac 
oaat 56 no pa(» 
*OfM-Dadfr«iN>ortii 

• L«0«l 0X444 ibpMor 

• Ctreroi •40lng 

• OcONtgiBSrg 

» Gorenna «nd parNng 
Rant Ceegt par ooot 
nctrAng aar^co cfmrgm 


FAIRCAKS DINAS POWYS 


5AARQU4 CLOaC, BARRY 


lieu rbwrar«aa.urasi 
Soltieia ler ■ aloglo paraoo 
er oeupfo ooar 40 

• Tioc-Pi»dn>em fat 

• Rnt too# 

• Oorire naet o g 

• Doiiila-gannQ 

• Godwraiafli ganfatM 

• AAanti 4 o ia tdnr 

ftaot tlff.44p« nc fnrtar. 
aM^n A ^ c^ergeo 


HANOVER COURT, DINAS POWYS 

^ H4U/elb«4CP IfQEdei 
j fuiiabia Ak 4 40104 p4fa4o 

I 4r Cdupl4 4040 #6 06 Mtth 

I madicil naoeiO 

• Cntb4droorTv tat 

• ntat Aocv 

• Conitai tM^ng 

• DoUao 0ooa>g 

• Sdiarta Mbaaagat ond oatrr 

I llatTttllXnpat^ 


MERTHYR OYFAN ROAO. BARRY 




MVf99mmncm2f$/M 
Sullaeio for a lamiy 
moallng lha oioilaMiffo 
occupancy raqiaromant 
« Thfoo taoctocan Naun 

• C«ibd hoaing 

• DfMNn-0a;tig 

• GM>do»o 

Rant ClOtiCO par mm* 
irdu4ng vtobr diargoa 


ENUE PCNARTH 




flop badraooinaad 

• loo-baOtoota Ail 

• fyatflocr 
<* CpnPal tMtring 

• Doutup 0une 

• CooMiunai gpKipna 

>«i Rant CBLCQ per mm* 



t4iuf¥mmnomfoarspr 
Sueabta lar m MoNN 
moo in g PM mootoman 
O C OKR— c y raqulro w ioo t 

• T^O-tMerocm tot 

• Ftac hoot 

• CorRoinouarg 

• DcObla'glBiirg 

• CfinwTMra* gantana 
Rare CAe.TS par ooa* 
ncaictrg aarona ebaqiao 




INURoRtpnot^grM 
StatobiB lor a fooilty 
w oaPng ttio maaimom 
ocooponcy raquvamant 


rotary, ao ana bdoO 




You must be a H0MES4U 
member to apply for any of 
these homes. 

When bidding for more than 
one property you will be 
asked to state your order of 
prelerence. 

Alt desenptons and other 
details are given m good faith 
arid are beieved to be correcl 
but any potential tenant 
should satisfy themselves as 
to their correctness 
Newydd cs a chantable 
housing associaton 


THOMPSON STREET, BARRY 



H4Um4«wico iioases 
SultablolpraiafiHr 
macling fha moalnuoi 
oocupuney rpcioIrpOMMi 

- T?V<PP pporoodl hpwtp 

- Om OpntrB hailing 

- Ocutiegiung 

• P9«*lng 

Rant ffO 06 (Mr «9«* 
nc*«c4rg aoroon rliatgn 


^URaWarai 7419(0 
Suttabia (Or 4 4n04 paraan 
or coiMla aaw 55- napada 

• Ota bmP Qo m Id 

• Sacard floor 

• Conbaf haaing 

• O<M(*aH0arng 
« Alanrn 4 vivdm 

Rani t105wZ3 pw nc -nWw, 
m mnm 6 mwdan ebargaa 


AHU mrnmnai rX)RS74 
I Sattabla lor a angla paraan 
er oaupla OMar 56- no pats 

• Onnbailrcani RP 

• Second Aenv (no Nt| 

• Gas carWol Sanlrg 

• OOiBla (Mi2lag 

• PifNng am gardam 
Rent CSi 60 (Mr waa* 
•nputtng panioacbarga 


• Oanrphaflesg 

• Do44>l9-t|Bil«g 

• Oiydam 

Rpoa 046 04 garnoa* 

ncUMng aMtar (PMrgaa 


REDLANDS HOUSE. PENARTH 


fWU RdWanga 74ap49 
S«4tabla ler m clagla paracn 
er oeupio OMar 40 - no pals 
« 3 s ona bodtnom tats 

* CaritM hadSag 

« Doijbla gndru 

• C«(rmu«4l gardafd 




RpM Cf 743 (M« vM4b 
nc*«Mng onlat tfmgwm 


WHITEWAYS, LLANTWrr MAJOR 


HPU Redmnoe 



MO rang tba manmam 
MOapancy raeubamant 

* Tnbeperoodi tM»i4 

• CartrehaMiag 

* Doibla-gaaing 

• Qanlana 

Rom eto 04 par Map 
ncuebg W4I4« orwgaa 


Importaot information for existing and new courv:il te 


From AemII 2013 Housing BeneM Rules heve changed 
for working ego* tenants who ive in Council and 
Housing Association proportios. If you are ot pension 
age this change will not affect you. 

DeductiofY( will now be made from Housing Benefit claim 
where a claimant is fvinQ in a property that is ciassed 
as loo brge tor them. There wB be a 14% deduction for 
one Odra bedroom and a 25% deductwn tor two a more 
bedrooms. 


To cpcueip room iwoda for a clart, oop badroom m PloaMd lor 

imkIi oI the tollDMing 

• every adUt coup^ 

• eny other adult aged over Mt 

• any tmo cMdron of ttw sama s4k up to ago 56. 

- any tiao cRkban ragardkaea ol aaoi agad undar 10; or 

• any other dvid. 

Foaaar ofvtdrm umi not tH^ided m dw calcuistKin 

tj^ RneMrydd 
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SOMERSET ROAD EAST, BARRY 

Placed on a corner position. Semi 
detached. Ample room to extend (subject 
to usual planning consent). Two reception 
rooms, fitted kitchen. Double garage/ 
ample parking. No chain. ER=D 

£154,950 



THE HEATHERS, BARRY 

Spacious modern detached. Four bedrooms. 
Living/dining room, wc cloakroom, study, 
kitchen/breakfast. Private enclosed rear 
garden. Double driveway in width, upvc DG. 
Gas CH. Offered with no chain. ER=D 

£192,500 



n ii 

H 35 at, 

EVERARD STREET, BARRY 

Mid teraced traditional. Living room and 
dining room. Kitchen, wc. Three 
bedrooms. 1st floor 2013 family 
bathroom. Low maintenance rear garden. 
Newly fitted carpets, decor. No chain. 

£117,950 



GREENACRES, BARRY 

Modern detached, wc cloakroom. Living 
room, fitted kitchen, dining room (converied 
garage). Three bedrooms (master ensuite). 
Enclosed level garden. 2012 replacement 
combi boiler, upvc DG. No chain. ER=C 
£159,950 



THE PASTURES, BARRY 

End of terraced. In need of some 
updating. Porch, living room, 
kitchen/breakfast, conservatory. Two 
bedrooms. Side and rear garden. 
Detached garage/parking. ER=D 

£92,950 


1 


PHYLLIS STREET, BARRY 

Three bedrooms. End of terraced. 
Traditional. Through living room, 
kitchen/diner. First floor bathroom, 
level enclosed garden. Side 
- rear access. ER=E. 

£114,950 



HEOL CORSGIWEN, BARRY 

Three bedrooms. Modern detached - Llanmoor 
Homes. Sitting room (converted garage). Living 
room, dining room, fitted kitchen, utility room, wc, 
master bedrooms with ensuite. Double driveway 
providing more than ample parking. ER=C 

£194,950 


CONWAY DRIVE, BARRY 

Detached dorma bungalow. Versatile living. 
Well presented. Fitted kitchen. Ground floor: 
bathroom, dining room or double bedroom. 
Living room opening to rear. 1st floor: 2 double 
bedfrooms, shower room. Driveway/car port/ 
storage area. Enclosed rear garden. ER=D 

£179,950 



CANON STREET, BARRY 

Mid terraced. Traditional dwelling. 
Minutes walk to beaches/parks. 
Through living room, kitchen/diner. 
Three bedrooms. 1st floor bathroom. 
No chain. Viewing recommended. ER=D 

£162,500 



WYE CLOSE, BARRY 

Two bedrooms. Semi detached 
bungalow. Maintenance free. Living 
room - bi-fold doors opening to rear. 
Replacement kitchen, upvc DG. Gas 
CH via combi. Driveway/garage. ER=C 

£159,950 



LISCUM WAY, BARRY 

Five bedroom detached (previously a 4 
bed). Downstairs cloakroom, living/dining 
room, conservatory, upvc DG. Gas CH. 
Drivew^ providing ample parking, 
garage. Enclosed rear garden. ER=D 
£224,950 



AELYCOED, BARRY 

Four bedrooms. Modern detached. 

Living/dining room. Sitting room 
(converted garage). Master ensuite. 
Utility room, wc cloak. Driveway/ 
enclosed garden. No chain. ER=D. 

£224,950 



GLADSTONE ROAD, BARRY 

Bay fronted. Mid terraced traditional. 
Shower/utility/wc. 21ft throuh living 
room, kitchen/diner. Three bedrooms. 
Hobby area in attic with velux window. 
Low maintenance rear garden. ER=C. 

£124,950 



SURANYGOG, BARRY 

Envious plot. Modern detached. Living 
room, dining room, kitchen/breakfast. Utility 
room - wc cloak. Integral garage. Three 
bedrooms (ensuite). More than ample 
parking. Garage/enclosed garden. ER=D. 
£187,000 


PURDEY CLOSE, BARRY 

Enviable plot. Three bedrooms. Semi 
detached. Larger than average garden. 
Ample room to extend (subject to usual 
planning consent). Driveway for many 
cars. No chain, upvc DG. Gas CH. ER=D 

£144,950 


NORDALE RISE, BARRY 

Modern mid terraced.Living room, kitchen. 
Two bedrooms. Family bathroom. Enclosed 
rear garden. Designated parking. Minutes 
walk to train station. Ideal buy to let. Rent 
achievable £550 pcm.ER=D 

£89,950 



OLD PORT ROAD, WENVOE 

Two bedroomed detached bungalow. Living 
room, family bathroom. Set in approx 4 
acres of land. Double garage. Placed off 
Old Port Road. Ideal building plot (with 
consent from local authority). No chain. 

£449,950 


BRYNHILL CLOSE, BARRY 

Extended mid terraced. Living room, dining 
room, open plan kitchen/breakfast. Stunning 
views over golf courseA/ale. Three bedrooms. 
Garage/parking, cul de sac position.Well 
presented. Situated off Port Road. 

£164,950 



ROMILLY PARK ROAD, BARRY 

Edwardian semi detached. Four reception rooms. Three storey. 
Five bedrooms. Far reaching sea views. UtilitWpantry/wc shower 
to ground floor. Family bathroom to first floor. Double garage with 
electric door. Parking via hardstanding to rear. 1 

9,950 



COURT ROAD, BARRY 

Mid terraced traditional. Through 25ft 
living room, additional sitting room, wc 
clo^room. Three bedrooms. Upstairs 
bathroom. Garage - lane access. 

No chain. ER=D 

£119,950 



PONTYPRIDD ROAD, BARRY 

Traditional semi detached bungalow. 
Bay fronted . Three bedrooms, 
reception room, sun lounge. 
Level enclosed rear garden. 
Driveway to front. ER=F 

£189,950 





LOMBARD STREET, BARRY 

Mid terraced traditional. Thee bedrooms. 
Through living room. Modern fitted kitchen. 
Ground floor: Modern bathroom suite. Lane 
access, upvc DG, Gas CH via combi. No 
chain. Viewing high recommended. ER=D 

£106,500 



BLACKBERRY DRIVE, BARRY 

Modern detached four bedroom (master 
ensuite). Living/dining room, kitchen/ 
breakfast, wc cloakroom. Driveway/ 
parking. Integral garage, larger than 
average patio. Enclosed garden. 

£209,950 



HOWARD COURT, BARRY 

Well presented. Two double bedrooms. 

2nd floor apartment. Living room 
overlooking Pontypridd Road. Modern 
fitted kitchen. Gas CH. upvc DG. 
Garage and ample parking. ER=D. 
£92,500 



ETON STREET, BARRY 

Bay fronted. Mid terraced traditional. Two 
reception rooms. Three bedrooms. 1st 
floor bathroom. Level enclosed garden. 
Lane access. Gas CH via combi.Walks to 
Porthkerry and beaches. No chain. ER=D. 

£145,950 



terrace. Further laid to lawn. A 

£ 212,000 



GLASY LLWYN, BARRY 

Three bedrooms. Modern detached, 
wc cloakroom. Bedroom one with 
ensuite. Living room, dining room, 
kitchen/ breakfast. Private enclosed 
garden. Driveway/garage. ER=C. 
£191,000 



WYNDHAM STREET, BARRY 

Bay fronted, spacious family home. 
Double exension. Living/dining room. 
Kitchen, sitting room, upvc DG. 
Gas CH. Four bedrooms. 
Master ensuite. ER=C 

£139,950 



TRINITY STREET, BARRY 

Three bedroomed. Mid terraced 
traditional, wc cloakroom. Living room, 
fitted kitchen, level enclosed garden. 
West End location. Gas central 
heating. ER=D. 

£114,950 


PONTYPRIDD ROAD, BARRY 

Stunning bay fronted, show home presented. Living room dining 
room, sitting room with vaulted ceiling, wc shower room/utility. 
Three bedrooms. Enclosed rear lev^ garden. Viewing highly 
recommended. Short walk to Porthceri Park. 

£224,950 



CLOS MANCHELDOWNE, BARRY 

Modern semi detached. Well presented. Three bedrooms, wc 
cloakroom, living room, kitchen/diner. Private enclosed garden. 
Parking spaces to front. Cul de sac position. ER=D 

£149,950 



WESTWARD RISE, BARRY 

Spacious modern detached. Living room, dining room, separate 
study, wc cloak, conservatory. Four bedroms (master ensuite). 
Family bathroom/shower room. Double gara^/electric door. 
Minutes walk to Porthceri park. ER=C 

£344,950 



GLENBROOK DRIVE, BARRY 

Two bedroomed. Modern semi 
detached. Fitted kitchen. Living 
room with patio doors. Shower 
room. Garage/parking/driveway. 
Enclosed rear garden. ER=C. 
£114,950 



YEW TREE COURT, BARRY 

Third floor apartment. Two 
bedrooms. Balcony overlooking 
Romilly Park. Fitted kitchen. 
Spacious living room. Designated 
parking. ER=E. 

£114,950 



GILBERT LANE, BARRY 

Four bedrooms. Detached dwelling, 
living/dining. Set in private lane with few 
other dwellings. Weil presented. Ensuite 
to master, landscaped rear garden. 
Ample parking/driveway/garage. ER=D. 
£194,950 



CARNYEBOL, BARRY 

Modern detached. Three/four bedrooms. 
Living room, dining room, converted 
garage. Master with ensuite. wc 
claokroom. Low maintenance garden. 
Driveway - providing parking. ER=D. 

£197,000 



TRINITY STREET, BARRY 

Three double bedrooms. Mid 
terraced traditional. Through living 
room. First floor bathroom, 
upvc DG. Gas CFI via combi. 
Enclosed garden. No chain. ER=D. 

£99,950 



SOLENT ROAD, BARRY 

Extended semi detached. In need 
of updating. Four bedrooms. Two 
reception rooms. Kitchen, enclosed 
garden. Side access/driveway. 
Cul de sac position. 

£134,950 
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Scoreline fails to 
reflect effort for 
Pencoed RFC 



ABOVE: Aaron Halse crosses for a 
score and BELOW: Chris John 
gets stuck in in the lineout. 
PICTURES BY JULE HANCOCK 





Druids face up to 
Premiership test 


HAVING gained 
promotion to the 
Mid Glamorgan 
District Premier 
League, the Druids 
lost no time in test¬ 
ing their credentials 
against Premiership 
opposition in a 
friendly against 
Brackla at the Rec. 

The visitors were a 
decent side with a reputa¬ 
tion for playing fast 
physical rugby having 
finished a creditable 
sixth place in the Premier 
division. 

However, the Druids 
started well and quickly 
dispelled any concerns 
that there might have 
been over whether they 
can compete in the 
Premiership next season. 

The half time score¬ 
line of 0-3 to Brackla told 
the story of a tough first 
half with no quarter 
being asked for or given. 

The second half began 
as the first had finished 
with the Druids taking 
greater control in all 
phases of play. 

Man of the match 
scrum half Rob Grapes 
eventually broke the 
deadlock by crossing for 
a try close to the posts 
following a darting run 
which resulted from a tap 
penalty being taken close 


to the Brackla line 
instead of taking the 
safer kick option. Ever- 
dependable Dan Powell 
converted to make it 7-3 
and it was game on. 

The intensity 

increased from both sides 
resulting, eventually, in 
Brackla closing the gap 
with a hotly disputed 
penalty being given 
despite both linesmen 
keeping their flags down. 

With ten minutes to go 
the Druids squeezed 
Brackla deep into their 
half which resulted in 
another penalty for the 
Druids 30 metres out. 

Dan Powell stepped 
up once again to confi¬ 
dently make it 10-6. With 
only minutes remaining 
so many teams struggle 
to close out a tight game, 
but the Druids managed 
the closing exchanges 
very well with fearless 
tackling in defence. 

Team: 15 James 

Leadham, 14 Rhys Ellis, 
13 Mike Myers, 12 
Damian Gardner-Pontin, 
11 Scott Keeling, 10 Dan 
Powell, 9 Rob Grapes, 8 
Gareth Watts, 7 Stephen 
Howells (c), 6 Matthew 
Young, 5 Paul Gore, 4 
Les Dixon, 3 Stu 
McNichol, 2 Alan 
Holloway, 1 Tony 
Burrows, Substitutes: 16 
James Parsons. 

BG 


THE final scoreline 
of this match 
between Pencoed 
and Mumbles did 
not reflect the home 
side’s efforts, and 
Pencoed were still 
in the match 
despite being 5-17 
behind well into the 
second half. 

In the opening 
moments young Pencoed 
second row Chris John 
showed the athleticism, 
which makes him such a 
prospect for the future, 
covering back to make a 
try-saving tackle at the 
corner flag. 

Pencoed then pro¬ 
duced the perfect riposte 
with another emergent 
youth player, Curtis 
Williams, breaking away 
down the blindside 
before Pencoed recycled 
possession and fellow 
back row forward Aaron 
Halse plunged over wide 
out. 

The big Mumbles 
pack were then to have 
their say in the match 
scoring two close up 
converted tries to lead 5- 
14. Pencoed hooker Tom 
Drew almost got over 
following a clever line 
out move, but it was the 
visitors who went into 
the break having main¬ 
tained their lead. 

Mumbles opened the 
second half with a penal¬ 
ty, and injuries began to 
take their toll on the 
home side who had 
already lost pacy full 
back Glen Hiscocks, 
prop Sean Donovan and 
flanker Williams follow¬ 
ing in quick succession. 

Despite this disruption 
Pencoed enjoyed their 
best period of the match, 
wing Liam Halse held 
just short of the line, and 
unfortunately for the 
home side sustained 
pressure on the Mumbles 
line came to nothing for 
a final score of 5-29. 

To Mumbles’ credit 
and with the incentive of 
snatching the league title 
with maximum match 
points in their remaining 
games, they finished 
strongly getting the fur¬ 
ther two tries necessary 
for the try bonus point 
through their pack. 

Pencoed youth won a 
hard fought victory 
against Nantyffyllon, 19- 
14, in the Bridgend & 
District Plate semi final. 
Tries for Pencoed came 
from Rhys Bargery, 
Jordan Hawkins and 
Ryan Russell, Adam 
Williams adding two 
conversions. 

Pencoed now meet 
Porthcawl youth in the 
Plate final, venue to be 
confirmed. 

TR 


Athletic 
defeated in 
epic game 



Sean Derrick. 


CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 48 

The injury hit Athletic 
had started with for¬ 
wards coach lock Paul 
Jones making his first 
appearance of the sea¬ 
son. Backs coach Stuart 
Morris had been pressed 
into action late in the 
game and hauled the 
Athletic back to a losing 
bonus point with a try 
two minutes from time. 

However, the Athletic 
were not content with 
this and tried to play out 
of their own 22. They 
were penalised and with 
the last kick of the game 
Thomson deprived them 
of their additional bonus 
point with a penalty goal 
to give his side a 43-33 
win and a personal 
match haul of 23 points. 

For the Athletic, 
flanker Ben Thomas, No 
8 Sean Derrick and lock 
Morgan Evans were the 
pick of the pack, with 
half backs Aled Thomas 
and Steve Lewis and 
centre Michael 
Hathaway standing out 
in the backs. 

The Athletic complete 
a very satisfactory 
Championship campaign 
at Bonymaen this 
Saturday, May 4; a sup¬ 
porter’s bus will be trav¬ 
elling to the game. 

TATA TOO 
STRONG 
FOR WEARY 
ATHLETIC 

Four games in 11 days 
and injuries to key 
players centre Tom 
Morgan, full back 
James Olds and No 8 
Sean Derrick finally 
took their toll on a 
small Bridgend 
Athletic 
Championship squad. 

Following three excel¬ 
lent wins, bringing 14 
points, the Athletic went 
down to a fired up Tata 
Steel, who avenged a 
March 26-21 defeat with 
a bonus point 34-12 vic¬ 
tory. 

Tata opened the scor¬ 
ing with a penalty from 
full back Gareth Walters. 
This was followed by a 
pushover try for No 8 
Robbie Morgan, convert¬ 
ed by Walters. 

Steve Lewis and 



Sean Williams. 


Walters then exchanged 
penalties, and a second 
Lewis penalty took his 
season’s points haul to 
200, and reduced the 
deficit to 13-6. 

Following a scrum on 
the Athletic 22 the ball 
was moved along the 
Tata line for wing Gareth 
Harvey to sprint over in 
the comer. Walters con¬ 
verted to extend the lead 
to 20-6. 

Lewis responded with 
two further penalties to 
reduce the deficit to 20-6 
and also bring up the 
500th Championship 
point for the Athletic in 
24 games. 

When influential 
flanker Sean Williams 
was yellow carded in the 
65th minute, Tata made 
their numbers count with 
a driving maul, resulting 
in a try for hooker Sean 
Crocker. 

Right at the death, 
from another five metre 
scrum. No 8 Robbie 
Morgan powered over 
for his second try. 
Walters converted to end 
the scoring at 34-12 in 
favour of the visitors. 

In a generally flat per¬ 
formance for the Athletic 
Sean Williams and 
Simon Mustoe and his 
replacement Nathan 
Holman stood out in the 
pack. 

Half-backs Aled 
Thomas and Steve Lewis 
tried hard with limited 
possession and centres 
Michael Hathaway and 
Chris Price were solid in 
defence, lacking attack¬ 
ing opportunities. 

AB 


‘TREMENDOUS 
ENCOUNTER’ AS 
KENFIG HILL WIN 



Chris Tossell. 


THIS game 
between Kenfig Hill 
and Ammanford 
was a highly enter¬ 
taining match with 
both sides playing a 
fast and skilful 
game. 

Things started badly 
for the Mules when they 
kicked off deep into the 
Anmanford half; the 
home side elected to run 
the ball and some missed 
tackles saw left winger 
Gary Stephens cross the 
line. 

Kenfig Hill came 
straight back at the 
opposition from the kick 
off and a scrum close to 
the line saw the ball 
reach centre Marc 
Fitzgerald, who powered 
his way through the cov¬ 
ering defence to score, 
outside half Nicky Giles 
adding the conversion. 

The Mules attacked 
straight from the kick off 
and prop Matthew 
Davies picked the ball 
up and sprinted across 
the line. Guiles convert¬ 
ing. 

Kenfig Hill were now 
in top gear, playing 
some scintillating rugby 
with Fitzgerald scoring 
his second try, Giles 
converting. 

Not to be outdone, 
Ammanford put a string 
of passes together and 
went the length of the 
field with scrum half 
Iwan Mainwaring finish¬ 
ing off with a try. 

The Mules went 
straight back at the home 
side and Fitzgerald 
scored his third try with 
a powerful run at the 
defence, Giles convert¬ 
ing. 

Kenfig Hill were 
dominant and a delicate 
chip over the covering 
defence by scrum half 
Matthew Tossell saw 
winger Shaun Burnell 
win the chase to touch 
down in the corner, the 
surefooted Giles putting 
over a difficult conver¬ 
sion. 

The halftime team 
talk by the Ammanford 
coaches must have been 
interesting to say the 
least because they start¬ 
ed the second half like a 
runaway express train, 
scoring two tries in as 
many minutes. 

The first came from 
second row Jake Baker, 
converted by outside 
half Carwyn Richards, 
and the second came 
through substitute 
Rhydian Morris, 
although the Mules had 
a justifiable claim that 
the ball was held up over 
the line and not ground¬ 
ed; Richards added the 
conversion. 

It was time for captain 
Chris Tossell to rally his 
troops and his teamtalk 
singed a few eyebrows, 
but it did the trick and 
the Mules took control 
of the game with Giles 
adding a long range 
penalty. 

Substitute prop Lewis 
David finished off the 
Kenfig Hill try scoring 


with a burst of pace 
from the 25 yard line to 
score near the posts, 
Giles again converting. 

Ammanford scored a 
final try through second 
row Jake Simm, convert¬ 
ed by Ryan Williams, 
and at the final whistle 
both sets of supporters 
agreed this was a 
tremendous game of 
rugby played at pace 
with a great deal of skill. 

Final score - Kenfig 
Hill 45, Ammanford 31. 

For Kenfig Hill, hat 
trick hero Marc 
Fitzgerald was named as 


THE clubAGM was 
held last week and 
Janet Richards, 
chairman, together 
with all existing offi¬ 
cers and committee 
members, were all 
re-elected. 

Prizes to all this past 
year’s trophy competi¬ 
tion winners were pre¬ 
sented - best perform¬ 
ance to Emer Disley who 
scooped three prizes. The 
forthcoming year’s cal¬ 
endar was distributed, 
with the first major event 
for the new season being 
the McAllister Salver on 
May 25. 

Latest results: 

Saturday, April 13: 
First Janet Richards & 
Sheila Storer; second 
Mildred Trigg-Knight & 
Audrey Tinkler. Monday, 
April 15: First Gary 
Williams & Tony 
Haworth; second Trish 


man of the match with 
fellow centre and captain 
Chris Tossell also out¬ 
standing. Matthew 
Tossell also had a good 
game at scrum half and 
Teaghan Price played 
well in the back row 
after returning from 
injury. 

Ben Jones was again a 
tower of strength in the 
second row and Scott 
Waller gave his custom¬ 
ary all action display in 
the back row while 
Ashley Hicky had a 
good game at hooker. 

GOS 


Saunders & Janet 
Richards. Thursday, 
April 18: First Gary 
Williams & Pat Haworth; 
second Peter & Sandie 
Jenkins. 

Saturday, April 20: 
First Kate Craven & 
Terry Dolan; second 
Peter & Sandie Jenkins. 
Monday, April 22nd: 
First Gary Williams & 
Tony Haworth; second 
Terry Dolan & Roger 
Plant. Thursday, April 
25: First John Cobby & 
Tony Haworth; second 
Alwyn Hill & Ken 
Edwards. 

The club meets three 
times a week - Saturday 
and Thursday at the 
Awel-y-Mor centre, and 
Monday at the Rest 
Hotel, 7pm-10.15pm; 
visitors welcome at any 
time. 

To contact the club, 
call our secretary, Trish, 
on 01656 785794. 

TONY HAWORTH 



Ben Jones. 


Porthcawl 
bridge club 
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)CTV Sysems 
Supplied 
, and Fitted ^ 


^ Sonos wi-fi * 
sound system installed. 
Visit our website 
for more details 
or call to arrange 
k a free demo’ ^ 


Vale of Glamorgan 


Bridgend jg 


www.onevisionltd.co.uk 


New and existing customers - ring for the iatest FREE Sky offers 

Free installation of Sky Dish and Sky Box. Free standard installation. 

Cat V extensions HD over Cat V systems installed. 

Digital aerials supplied and installed at competitive prices. 

Sky repairs, adjustments 
and instaiiations. 
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Is your ariel installer 
Confederation of Aerial Installers 
Certified? Police Checked? 
Using Industry Benchmark Aerials, 
Cables and Accessories? 


CALL ' 
PAUL WILLL 


This fantastic 
offer is for a 
limited time only, 
call us today 


3^0. 

Buy 3 blinds 
for the price of 2 



Probably Wales’ Number I for: 
' BKnds 
•Shutters 

•Awnit^ solar 
•Canopies bUndS 


North Road, Bridgend 

Industrial Estate, Bridgend CF31 3TP 

lei: 01656 663800 

DAYTONA 

Unit 3F, Palmersvale Business Centre, 
Palmerston Road, Barry 

Tel: 01446 740842 

www.solarsunshades.co.uk 


VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 


SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE 
INSTALLATION FROM £60 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 


TV WALL MOUNTING &TV SET UP &TUNE IN SERVICE 
ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 
Tel. TIM on 07980 702229 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
y COVERING ALL AREAS J 
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MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

s 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 
masonwise.builders@hotmail.com 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 


✓ N 

Glamorgan 

Property 

Maintenance 

General Property 
Maintenance & 
Building Work 

do it air 

01446 711023 
or 07950 004049 

info @ gpmaintenance.co.uk 


BARRY & VA1£ DAMP & TIMBER TREATMENT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PR OBLEMS 

PROPERTY 

MAINTENANCE ^ 

01446 420784 • 07970 642537 



The GEM - Reaching the people 
from Penarth to Porthcawl 



ital 

Aerials 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 331160 or 
^ Barry 01446 743267 



TELE-ELECTRICAL 
SERVICING 

Specialist repairs in TV, 
Video, DVD & Audio. 

Installations, tuning 
and set-up service. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 






Plasterers 

Cardiff & The vale 
Professional plastering 
and rendering services. 
General builders ■ 
all aspects 

07891 259219 


RJ.T 

PLASTERING 
& GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass, Roofs, 

Damp Proofing, 

Refurbishments. 

Best Prices. 

Free estimates. 

01446 622388 
or 07920 195775 



KAREN 
DREYER 

Bookkeeping & 
Administrative!^ 
Services 

T 01446 790644 
M 07712 809616 

karendreyer@talktalk.net 

vwvw.karendreyerbook 

keeping.webs.com 

Affordable rates 
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All aspects of carpentry work 


Professional, Friendly, Caring Service 


• Kitchen Refurbishments • Fencing • Flooring 

• Bespoke Wardrobes • Decking • Doors 
Contact Rhys on 01446 790384 / 07803 696451 


www.rgriffithscarpentryservices.com 


W 


1/its wood 


Kitchens •Flooring •Stairs 
Tiling •Maintenance •Patios 
Call Peter 07749 617322 


SAS 


CARPENTRY 

Kitchen & Bedroom 
Specialists 
Ring two Steves 

07891 - 387653 
07976 - 982641 







Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken 


^ domestic and 
CommerciaC 


• Clean, Tidy & Reliable 

• Insurance Work Undertaken 

• uPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering i 

01446 77113T & Quotations 

Cowbridge • Mobile: 07973 628842 
e-mail: jdrummondl37@gmail.com 


DAISY 


DECORATING 

Interior Painter 
& Decorator 

call Joy 07754 809090 




01446 

774484 



BLEND SALE!^ 

STARLINE 

Awnings S; Blinds 


Unit 3 & 4, Western Industrial Estate, Caerphilf 
CF83 IBQ • www.starline-blinds.co.ul 


TEL (029) 2086 0631 


GEINUIINE 
15% OFF 
SALE^ 



VALE CARPETS 

comej. to- (fou 

lOO’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


VALE BLINDS 

(Wales) Ltd 


SALElNOW ON 


• Vertical Blinds • Roller Blinds 

• Venetian Blinds • Roman Blinds 

• Velux Blinds • Curtain 
I Rails/Poles 

• Repairs & Servicing Undertaken 

• Perfect Fit Blinds • Intu Blinds 


Tel: (01446) 
710304 / 07792 733443 


STEVE SEGUST 

FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the co mf ort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of fiooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 



HO Computer 
Solutions 


• All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 078II 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 
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Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC AND Aluminium WINDOW AND Door Repair 
D o you have any of the following problems...? 

Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 





* Septic Tank * 

* Cesspit Emptying * 

* Treatment Piants * 

Royds is a well 
established service 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 

8 am - 8 pm (7 days) 


lifiMfoMf ne UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 


MUUWb ^ vv 


All Double Glazing Repairs & Maintenance 

puc-Y, Aluminium & Timber Windows 

• Misted Units inc. Bevels RpiHi 
& Stains 

• Broken Handles/Hinges 

• Door Locks Repaired & Upgraded 

• Replacement Door Panels 

• New Rubber Seals AND INSURANCE 

• Fully Qualified Locksmith QUOTATIONS 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 



35 years established company 

C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

INSTALLATION, SERVICE 
& BREAKDOWNS 

for all Gas, Oil, Solid Fuel, LPG 
Static Homes, Caravans, Etc 
Gas, Landlord Safety Checks 
plus Electrical Services 

by fully qualified indentured 
Service Engineers i985oi 



WIDOWS 

Upvc Windows, Doors, Conservatories, 
Porches, Fascias, Soffits, Gutters, 
Sealed Units, All Maintenance. 25 yrs exp. 

^ ^ ^ Call Martyn on: 

, 2 01446 796795 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 


NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, Fencing, 
Patios, Turfing 
Gutters & Facias Cleaned 
Power Washing 

• Free Estimates 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 




or 07712 631772 
martyn.george73@hotmail.co.uk 




Lilford Electrical 

Design, installation and testing 
for homes and businesses 

S Contact Rob: 

01446 796905 
07747 858514 

rclilford@gmail. com 
Fast ‘Polite • Professional 




Bridge 

Vale 

Tree Serv/ces 

Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 

FELLING, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 


fflGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 


Arborwood Tree Care 

Tree pruning • Crown lifting 
Tree felling • Dangerous tree work 
Pollarding • Dead wooding • Hedge cutting 
Tree dismantling • Root pruning 
Ground clearance 

Call us for a friendly, free quote. Fully insured. 

Tel: 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 


(fattkii Semcpsi 

HM IM . • IHl KIHG • TRLH HI IHL ICW.B 
Ast>i ••AAi; s, a-ndpaucw 
IvliriilMiiMr: #1444 4m2H 
or 07745 611751 


All types of 
Electrical work 
undertaken. 
Testing, Inspection 
& Certific ation 

N BESBI 


07891 965150 
01446 403072 


Free estimates, fuljy insured. 
. ' „ encing 
Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Ciearance 

• Patios and Paving 
Call Paul on 01446 

736525 or 07815 319427 
WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


Est 2002 


SERVICES 


Cowbridge & Vale Electrical 

All electrical installation works carried out. 
Emergency call-out, re-wires, sockets, lights, Security. 

National Inspection Council for 
Electrical Installation Contracting 


01446771655 
07885 347642 




Approved Contractor 




Tel: 

Mob: 07970 764590 


"I 


DOmESTIC T i 7 
IMSTftLlER 


ELECTRICIAN 

All electrical work undertaken 
Testing & Inspection 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 


A. Bradley 

Electrician 

•All electrical work undertaken 
• Honest, reliable, qualified service 
No job too small. Coll Andy 

07771 781748 
01446 722002 

ondy.bradley] @hotmail.co.uk 


Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 


I Installer 

i 1 Scheme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmr efTell@hotmail .co.uk 


CONSTANT 

GARDENER 


All aspects of 
Garden Maintenance 
undertaken in a friendly 
and professional manner. 
• Lawn care 

and Maintenance 

• Hedge Trimming 

• Pmning • Planting 
Tel. Phil 01446 744734 

or 07759 272871 


Home & Garden Care 
Barry & The Vale 

Handyman Service 

All garden maintenance: 
Grass Cutting. 
Fencing Repairs. 

Jet /Pressure 
Wash Service. 

No job too small, free quotes, 
friendly advice. Great Prices 

Andy Betts 
Tel 07980 063087 
01446 420059 


Landscaping • Treework • Lawns • Borders 
Pruning • Fencing • Planting Advice 
House Painting • Gutters Cleaned 


Use the GEM to 
promote your business. 
Reach 43,000 readers 
and be seen on the web. 


Gas 
Services 


Combination Boiler 
& LPG Specialist 


Com petitive& Reliable 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 




The GEM 

01446 774484 


WE SELL 


BOTTLED 

GAS 

Free ImcoI Delivery 
and Collection 


Tel. 01446 771999 
Unit 20, 

Vale Business Park, 
Llandow 

www.randt.co.uk 




K&A Services Ltd 


“AfcLmily run business” 


All aspects of general maintenance, 
carpentry, painting, decorating, carpet 
cleaning, gardening, garden 
& household rubbish clearance. 


No task: to big or small. Just ask! 


Contact: 07970 711879 or 01446 720840 




S.M. Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING - DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Fires Servicing • LPG Specialists 

• Static Homes/Caravans/Boats 230 ^ 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, ly Verion Ind. Estate, Barry 


P EDWARE>S 
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ATtMO 


VaiR narrlRFi mmMi 

Care 


Bathroom Suites • Combi Boilers 
Tiling • Servicing • Breakdowns dBf 
Taps & Washers • Radiators 


014441 7M127 07710 005320 


Q ? jC| Plumbing & Heating 

^ 01446 735 681 or 07815 097 994 24hrs 

IB" Combination Boiler Specialist 
I ^ Annual Boiler Service only £40 

For all your plumbing and heating requirements^ 

All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 


Fast, Friendly Service. 



HIM 


B Washing Machines Electric 
Cookers, Tumble Driers, etc 

Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 
Barry 744117 




Stables • Field Shelters • Kennels 
Home Offices • Log Cabins 


Ashdown 


Timber Framing • Potting Sheds 
Garages • Show Jumps • Hay Stores 

Tel: 01446 772800 or Mob: 07815 304 156 

www.ashdown-group.coiii • e-mail: info@ashdown-g 



JW Bathrooms 


Plumbing • Tiling 
Plastering • Wet Rooms 
Free estimates 
No job too small 


01446 400225 
07866 470754 


JOHN 
SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
& Tiling 


IK'Plumbing 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

• 0U4A«t|97l 

Orff M41 



All aspects 
of Plumbing 


NO JOB 
TOO SMALL 


Competitive & Reliable 

61446 796263 
07814 394378 


More PLUMBERS next page 
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DON'T/X) it 
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M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 
For all your 
plumbing 
needs. No job i 
too small 
07526 125982^ 
or 01446 753503 



DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs • Installation 
Tiling • Electrical 
07876 506982 ’ 

01446 740176 53440 


Driving School Ltd 

• Lessons from £10.99 • Instructor training 

• Learn from 14 years of age 

• One week crash courses including test 

• Automatic Vehicles now available 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 




Cowbridge & Vale 
PLASTERERS 

GUY FORD 

Quality Plastering 

All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 

Service 

No job too small 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 

Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 


Go Direct 
School or 


Quality Driving Lessons 
High Pass Rates 
Reasonable Prices 
All areas covered 

01046 719769 
07595 302700 


Tfee 

01446 

774484 




01446 404838 


Si Ivey Roofing 

• New Roofs/Repairs 
• UPVC Guttering & Fascias 
All new roofs covered by a 10 year 
insurance backed guarantee 
FREE ESTIMATES 
www.silveyroofin 0 .co.uk 




01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 


www.middletonroofing.co.uk 



Have you 
planned 
your 
Spring/ 
Summer 
marketing? 


01446 

774484 




MUSIC 1 


TUITION 1 


Penny | 


Weedon Kerr | 


FLCMARCOLGSM 


Adult Keyboard 


Classes 1 


coming soon...; 


01446 792171 1 



ARDENT 

TELEPHONE 

WIRING 

Local Telephone and 
Broadband Engineer. 
Extensions and Faults. 
Internet 

connection issues. 

Tel 07787 380972 


ardent.wiring@hotmail.co.uk 


^ Susan Viant 
Re-upholstery 

All aspects of 
re-upholstery underaken. 
Call 

01656 724005 

(day) 

01656 720722 

_ (evenings) _ J 





iNSTAL^n 

SKIP HIRE LTD^^^r ^ 
Mini, Midi & Large 
Builders 
Skips 

Delivered 
& Collected 

Possibly the Cheapest 
Skips in the Vale 

Tipper Hire 
& Digger Hire 
Available 

angg] 

Unit 12F, Atlantic Trading Estate, 
Barry CF63 3RF 

Tel. 01446 421072 

Email mstallskiphireltd@hotmail.co.uk 



Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists^ 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom instalkition 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk 



VEHICLE RECYCLING' 
& SCRAP METALS 


We buy any: Car, Van, Lorry, Bus, 
Scrap Metal, Gold and Silver etc. 

UP TO £20,000 ' piW^MEN T^ 

We will beat any price locallv lsl^ilEyil for: 
Copper, Lead. Brass, Aluminium, 
Stainless Steel, Household Wire, 
Armour Cable, etc. 

We collect: 
insurance or 3rd party 
writeoffs • Car Shells 
Engines & Gearboxes 


ONLY 
licensed 
company 
Registered with 
the DVLA and 
Environmental 
Agency in 
Barry 




Call us today on 

01446701707 

(24 Hours) 



Top prices for.. 

Computers - Electricals 
Non-Ferrous Metals 


Major Metals Recycling 

Why trash it? Cash it! 

We take all types of metal and metal content items 
from the General Public & Businesses. 
Competitive deais. Tradesmen weicome. 

Find us on Liandow Trading Estate. CF71 7PB 


WE NOW GIVE CASH FOR CLOTHES, 
BOOKS & DVD’S 


Any queries call 07972 510 158 


WANTED ALL CARS 

Saloons, Hatch, Sports, 4x4, MPV, 
Prestige, Vans, Classic Cars, Etc. 

With or without MoT/Tax. 
Instant Decisions - Instant Cash. 

01446 794866 - 07947 093729 




DH Solutions - Vehicle Traders 

Scrap or not we buy the lot CASH 


minimum - Any vehicle with at 
least 3 months MoT in good working order 


We buy all cars, vans, lorries and plant. 


jyfol minimum any vehicle 
up to £50,000 cash paid 


Free collection for all vehicles at a time to best suit you. 


Koxoj minimum any vehicle 
pre 1993 L Registration 


All vehicles quotes are on a complete vehicle basis with 
all the factory components. All unsaveable vehicles 
disposed of in a correct and legal manner. 

No wheeii, no prolilem 

www.scrapmetalvehicletrader.co.uk 

07785 943145 or 01446 728137 


BUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

£125 minimum paid on 
collection, for scrap, 
MOT failures, and tax 
expired vehicles. 
Also body shells and 
scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

02920 597887 
07971 648596 




d T 

SCRAPYOUR CAR LEGALLY! 



SBS SALVAGE Ltd 

BEST PRICES PRID 

FOR UNWfiNTED SCRfiP 
£1 to £100,000 

Cars, Vans, Heavy Iron, Engines, 
Copper, Brass, Lead, Aluminium, etc ... 

All vehicles are disposed of In a correct and legal manner. 

07772 054534 or 01446 421034 


TOWER 

SCAFFOLDING 

Bankrupt stock: 

New galvanised 6ft x 
4ft, 20ft working height. 
Complete with cross 
braces, safety rails. 
£225 free delivery 
Tel: 07836 270723,e,. 


Disability 
Road Scooter 

Kymco Maxi XL 8mph 
Very good condition. 
Includes rain canopy & 
frame £1,500 one. 
Contact Dave 
01446 747819 


Thomas Lloyd 

Ab Fab leather 
Chesterfield in oxblood: 
3 seater sofa 
2 seater sofa 
1 winged armchair 
Excellent condition. 

Bargain £450 
Tel: 07799 620365 


Single 
Electric Bed 

Slight mark on 
headboard. 

£75 

Tel: 07970 642537 


Mobility 

Equipment: 

2 X walk frames, bed 
bars, pillow rest, grabber, 
mobility sheets, 
wheelchair, pavement 
scooter. Will split, no 
reasonable offer refused. 
Tel 01446 736781 


Silver Cross 
Brown Pram 

Excellent condition. 

£275 

Must be seen. 

Telephone 
07990 881488 


Cowbridge 
Country Pine 

6 chairs inc. 

2 carvers £150. 
Sideboard £70. 
Dyson DC24 £100. 
Large Dog Crate £50. 
Tel: 01446 781046 





^Bedroom 
Property \ 

BARRY ROAD 

GCH, DG. 
£750pcm 

Tel: 07916 315977 
01446 620200 



HORSE 

YARD & lAND 
FOR RENT 


East Aberthaw 
• Shared • 
Contact Michele 
07961 889102 


3 

3 


Chesterfield 

Extra large 2 seater 
sofa. Dark brocade 
fabric, matching feather 
cushions. 

Good clean condition. 

£180 

Tel 01446 622210 

(after 6pm) 


Tender Sleep 

Hand crafted single 
bed with single 
mattress, storage and 
headboard £80. 
Quality 2 seater black 
leather sofa £80. 

Tel 01446 622210 
(after 6pm) 


Bebecar 
Racer Buggy 

Complete system, 
suitable from birth to 
toddler. 

Many, many extras. 

Tel 01446 773579 


Mercedes 
Roof Bars 

For C Class Salon 
2008 Model onwards. 
Cost new over £200, 
Bargain at £60. 

Tel 01446 404434 


Dreams Tempur 
‘RevelatiDn’ 

Single mattress and 
Tempur traditional 
pillow. Brand new, still 
in original packaging. 

Bargain £300.00 
Tel 01446 794269 


Leaf BlDwer & 
Vacuum 

Florabest FLB2500AI 
New, £30. 

Microscope XSP13A, 
8 magnification, 
ranging from 50x- 
1250x, as new £50. 




TReg 

Ford Focus 

1.6 5-Dr 

Blue, MOT Oct 2013, 
Tax April 2013. 
Good condition. 

£750 DFID 
07801 414805 


X Reg 998cc 

Nissan Micra 

Met Silver Hatchback, 
good condition, 40,000 
miles, MOT Nov 2013. 

£1,050 ono 
01446 773307 




I C rrHrrvTf.n 

DPS 


Lets Move In .co .uk 

Lettings and Property Management 


Do you have a property to rent? 

We can advertise your property 
on Rightmove until let for £49 

(You arrange the viewings and appoint a new tenant) 

Contact: 

07594 060337 

Email: philip@letsmovein.co.uk 
www.letsmovein.co.uk 
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Adult 

Distributors 

Wanted 

To deliver the new 
phone hook from BT. 

Flexible daytime hours to 
suit - you need use of a car 
or von. 

Call 0800 083 1134 

leaving your name, phone 
number & postcode. 
Please quote Ref 9 
Or visit our website: 

www.pdcuk.co.uk 

Book Keeper 

required for small 
family business. 
Approx 8 hours 
per week. 
Please send CVs to: 
liegemanor@btconnect.com 


FULLTIME 

SEASONAL 

CLEANER 

REQUIRED 

To include early 
mornings and weekends. 

Apply in writing to: 
Mark Mciiveen, 
Fontygary Leisure Park, 
Fontygary Road, 
Rhoose CF62 3ZT. 

Beech Tree Inn 

Culverhouse Cross 

requires 

Commis Chef/ 
Chef de Partie 

Fantastic opportunity to 
work in a professional, 
award-winning kitchen. 

Call us now on 
029 2059 3106 

www.thebeechtreeinn.info 


Cleaners 

required in 
Cowbridge area 

12.30pm-3.30pm & 
3.30pm-6.30pm 

For more information, 
piease caii Gien Group 
on 01656 748584. 

Quorum Associates 

Experienced 
Structural Engineer 

required for 

permanent position 
in a rapidly expanding 
South Wales based 
company. 

Contact 01446 774493 


[F®c? ©all 


FOR SALE: 

BLUE MERLE 
SHEEP DOG 
PUPPIES 

Ready now. 

For further 
information, please 
ring 01446 774458 



ANDREW WILLIAMS 

HOUSE 

CLEARANCES 

FULL/PART 

Over 20 years experience. 
Sympathetic handhng 
of deceased estates, 
used by estate agents 
and solicitors. 

01446 409266 
07885 251742 




The Kilby Family 

would like to extend many thanks to all the 
kind people who stopped to help them after 
their accident on Boverton Road (10th April). 
Especially the kind lady from the RAF Camp, 
St Athan - also the emergency services. 
Everyone's assistance was greatly appreciated. 




Congratulations 


Nathan & Hannah 

(FRANCIS) 

on the birth of 

Edward Gwilym 

on 19th April 2013 

(A little brother for Libby & Eloise) 



With much love from Mum, Dad, Tristan, 
Ning, Vincent, Talia, Aaron, Julia, Jotham, 
Helene & Grandparents Faith & Glyn XXX 
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JOE • JOE • JOE • JOE 

• JOE • JOE • JOE 

JOEBAKER m 


Lots of Love, 


Mum, Dad, 

Abigail 


and all the 


family. 

JOE • JOE • JOE • JOE 

• JOE • JOE • JOE 




BOND 

Arthur Douglas 

Suddenly after a very short illness at Llandough 
Hospital on 27th April 2013 aged 87 years. Beloved 
husband to Cornelia, much loved father to Tony, 
Maddie, Michael, Lynda and Sheila, cherished 
grandfather and great grandfather. Will be greatly 
missed by all who knew him. 

Resting at A.G. Adams & Son Funeral Home, 
Gladstone Road, Barry until the service in the chapel 
on Friday, 10th May 2013 at 11am, followed by 
committal service at The Cardiff & Glamorgan 
Crematorium, Port Road East, Barry at 12 noon. 
Flowers may be sent to the Funeral Home. 


PENGILLEY 

Joan Mary 

Ray and Eileen Eeles would like to thank everyone 
who came to Joan's funeral. We would also like to 
thank the Reverend Robert Evans for a beautiful 
service, Heather the organist, Ray for the Lesson, 
Barbara for the eulogy and John James for the funeral 
arrangements. 

Many thanks for all the sympathy cards and flowers 
received and also to Rhoose WI for arranging the 
refreshments for after the service. 


SMITH 

Aubrey 

Joan and family would like to thank everyone for 
their kind messages of condolences and attendance 
at Aubrey’s funeral. Sincere thanks to minister 
Craig Vaughan who conducted the service and 
also to Thomas Brothers Funeral Directors. 


BURT 

Mavis 

The family of the late Mavis Burt would like 
to thank aJl relatives, friends and neighbours 
for the kindness shown to them following the 
death of their beloved Mavis. The cards, 
messages, phone calls, visitations and excellent 
turn out at Coychurch Crematorium helped 
us enormously through a difficult period. 
Special thanks to Mr Ian Rees and his very 
professional team at Rosemount Funeral Care for their 
support, the Reverend Stephen Pare for his help before 
and during his excellent Service, Precious Petals 
Florists, Coity for their beautiful floral wreaths and 
Tondu Cricket Club for their support with the buffet. 

We would also like to thank Abergarw Manor 
Care Home for the care Mavis received in her final 
three years, and also turning out at Coychurch 
Crematorium in a good number. 

Thanks also to those who sent donations in Mavis’ 
memory to the Stroke Association of Wales. 
Mavis was much loved and will be 
greatly missed by all who knew her. 





UPSTONE 

Mildred 

Peacefully at home on April 19 aged 92, 
Mildred, beloved wife of the late Victor, much 
loved mother of John. 

She will be greatly missed by John and all her friends. 
Funeral Friday 3rd May in Ramoth, Cowbridge at 10.45, 
then Coychurch Crematorium at 12.00. 

Family flowers only, donations in heu to Arthritis 
Research UK do Thomas Brothers, Mitson Cottage, 
Llandough, Cowbridge. 




All adverts are accepted subject 
to our standard terms and 
conditions which are printed 
on our website, and are 
available on request. 

WWW. CO wbridge-today. CO. uk 


Rachel lands 
ladies’ open race 


RACHEL Leyshon from Bridgend, who 
works for Aberthin trainer Tim 
Vaughan, rode a well-judged race to win 
the ladies’ open event at the rearranged 
Curre & Llangibby Hunt Steeplechases 
on her father Andrew’s Shake The Bottle. 

Rachel, aged 19, had the 11-year-old bay gelding 
in a handy position throughout and, taking the lead 
four fences from the finish, went on to score by two- 
and-a-half lengths from the pacemaking Hocinail. 

Rachel said: “I get a lot of encouragement from 
assistant trainer Rhys Hughes and the boys in the 
yard.” Another of Tim Vaughan’s employees is 
Bradley Gibbs, who had a double for his father 
David on Cinaman in the PPORA club member’s 
race and Gwynne Phillips' homebred Tydraw Parc 
in division one of the open maiden. 

Bombettes denied 
in cup final loss 


Cinaman, a 10 - 1 chance, got home by half-a- 
length from Brimham Boy, with the favourite 
Avesomeofthat a further one and a half lengths away 
in third after the three horses had jumped the last 
almost in a line. 

Tydraw Parc, a five-year-old bay mare, won by 
three lengths from Empire Seeker. 

James Tudor, assistant trainer to Llancarfan’s 
Evan Williams, also came away with a double with 
The Snail in the men’s open race and Easily Pleased 
in division two of the open maiden. The Snail, who 
had to make all his own running, had his task made 
easier when 20-1 chance Penyfan Dawn (Jason 
Cook), who was disputing the lead, fell at the sec¬ 
ond last fence and when Up There (James Ridley), 
also in with a chance, crashed into the wing at the 
last fence. 

Evan David from Llanharan clocked up his fourth 
winner of the season when taking the member’s race 
on Caroline Maries’ Always Archie, who came home 
a distance ahead of the only other finisher Rockwell 
Rover (Joe Knox). Always Archie is trained by Abbi 
Vaughan. 

Matthew Barber, riding the eight-year-old bay 
gelding Gallaflynn, won the restricted for first time 
winning owner John Miles, who hails from 
Treharris. Another one of Mark Gichero’s recom¬ 
mendations, just like Hawkeye Native, Gallaflynn 
won by three lengths from Commanche Conflict and 
on the good-to-firm ground clocked the fastest time 
of the day - six minutes exactly. 

The other joint-favourite Prince Eleanor (Nick 
Williams) was pulled up four fences out. 

The hunt members are to be congratulated on get¬ 
ting the course in good condition, thanks to a 
machine which apparently costs £15,000! 

CONNOR WINS FIRST RACE 

Connor Brace, aged 11 from Laleston, grand¬ 
son of David Brace OBE, sponsor of the 
Dunraven Bowl at Chepstow, rode his first 
winner when winning the 138cms and under 
open pony race (division two) on his 10-year- 
old bay mare Molly VIII which came home 
ahead of the prolific Oscar ridden by Jordon 
Williams, aged 14, and Bugsy ridden by Jack 
Tudor, aged 10. 

Peter Bowen’s two sons James, aged 12, riding 
Push The Button, won the first pony race and Sean, 
aged 15 took the under 148cms race on Cudlic 
Verona. 

BRIAN LEE 

Le Tissier to 
speak at 
awards gala 


BARRY 
BOMBETTES 
travelled to 

Llandovery RFC on 
Sunday, April 28 for 
their first ever cup 
final. 

Our opponents were 
Gwernhyfed, a team nar¬ 
rowly beaten in the group 
stages. 

Bolstered by a fantas¬ 
tic travelling support, 
they made their way up 
to the WRU Finals with 
destiny on their minds. 

Warm-up preparations 
were hampered slightly 
when Ka Jones aggravat¬ 
ed an existing injury and 
sadly had to be replaced 
by new team member L 
Murray coming onto the 
bench. 

The forwards started 
as they have done all sea¬ 
son making inroads into 
the ‘Gwern’ defence. 
Barry had the upper hand 
in the pack and ‘Gwern’ 
looking for their backs. 

The ‘Gwern’ backs 
started getting ball with 
kicks behind the 
Bombette defence, and 
the pressure finally told 
as ‘Gwern’ managed to 
cross the whitewash out 
wide; the conversion 
missed. 

The Barry forwards 
then tore into ‘Gwern’, 
who started infringing 
and soon had a player 
binned for slowing the 
ball down. 

Barry were back in the 
game through a superb 
penalty by one of our 
best ball carriers, 
Richards. 

‘Gwern’ were creak¬ 
ing after wave after wave 
of Barry attacks and had 
another player binned. 
Barry sensed the game 
was there, but several 
strange refereeing deci¬ 
sions kept Barry out of 
penalty range. 

The second half start¬ 
ed at a frantic pace and 
soon after the numerical 
advantage was evened up 
as one of the sin binned 
players returned. 

Lock Garner-Joel was 
then sin binned for an 
apparent offside offence. 
‘Gwern’ sensed blood 
and from deep in the 
Barry 22 scored their 
second try, which was 
unconverted to make it 
3-10. 

Barry then upped their 
game and peppered the 


‘Gwern’ try line, but each 
time the referee gave the 
decision to the defence 
and judged the ball held 
up. These were crucial 
decisions as a try under 
the posts, with a guaran¬ 
teed conversion, would 
have tied the game. 

With the rain now 
falling ‘Gwern’ picked 
up their third and most 
crucial try which again 
went unconverted. 

Super substitutes came 
on with Kronda and 
Phillips replacing Britton 
and Cahill respectively; 
Garner-Joel received a 
second yellow and had to 
watch the final minutes 
from the touchline. 

The Bombettes contin¬ 
ued battling on and with 
time against them all 
replacements - Cushen, 
Hill, Murray and Beth 
Jones - got game time. 

The final play resulted 
in ‘Gwern’ touching 
down again for a fourth 
try which flattered them 
for a final score of 3-20. 
Tears were shed by a few, 
but the players soon 
realised the enormity of 
what they have achieved 
and smiles could soon be 
found. It was nice to see 
every squad player get a 
runners-up medal. 

Team: O’Neill, Potter, 
Beare, K Jones (c), 
Britton, Rees, Bannister, 
Cole, Yapp, Williams, 
Garner-Joel, Boffy, 
Cahill, Richards, Horne. 
Substitutes: Phillips, 

Kronda, B Jones, Kath 
Jones, S Cushen and L 
Murray. 

Although the usual 
women of the match was 
not awarded, the author’s 
view was for it to be 
shared between 

Williams and centre 
Beare for total commit¬ 
ment. 

The management 
would like to congratu¬ 
late the whole team for 
an absolute brilliant sea¬ 
son. Special mention to 
Rachel Beare, Nikki 
Yapp and Zara Potter 
who all picked up 
injuries; hats off to every 
single Bombette who has 
worn the shirt. 

There is a charity 
friendly against Maesteg 
Celtic this Saturday 
(May 4), kick off 
12.30pm. Come up and 
support the girls, while 
the men’s team take on a 
Royal Marines select XV. 

AM 


THE Barry Town 
Supporters 
Committee (BTSC) 
can announce that 
former 
Southampton and 
England midBelder 
Matthew Le Tissier 
will be the special 
guest speaker at 
this season's 

awards gala. 

Le Tissier is currently 
a prominent television 
pundit for Sky Sports 
News and will talk at 
length on some of the 
game's most infamous 
names, past and present - 
as well as his own 
sparkling career in the 
top flight of English 
football. 

The event is sched¬ 
uled for Friday, May 17 
(7pm) at the St. David’s 
Hotel & Spa in Cardiff 
Bay and will celebrate a 
season of unprecendent- 
ed success in the Welsh 
Cup, as the fully-ama- 
teur, fan-run Barry side 
came within a whisker of 
a sensational appearance 
in the showpiece final at 
Wrexham. 

A number of special¬ 
ly-prepared video pack¬ 
ages will take a look 
back at the run, as well 


as some of the highlights 
of another hard-fought 
Welsh League campaign. 

The latest additions to 
the Barry Town hall of 
fame will also be show¬ 
cased. 

Tickets for the 
evening, including a full 
three-course meal, can 
be bought online from 
the BTSC's ticket store 
at http://www.ticket- 
source.co.uk/barrytown- 
sc. 

Bookings can also be 
made at the upcoming 
home match against Ton 
Pentre, with supporters 
urged to contact Hannah 
Chesterfield or call the 
BTSC on 07557 665 847 
to secure their seat or 
table. 

Among the prizes to 
be issued on the night are 
awards for the manager's 
and supporters' player of 
the season and the goal 
of the season, previously 
won by TJ Nagi for his 
spectacular opener 
against Newport County 
last campaign. 

Eor more information 
on the event, visit the 
official BTSC website at 
WWW. clubwebsite. co. uk/ 
barrytownsc. 

AC 
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GOLDEN ERA REMEMBERED 
AT LLANTWIT MAJOR RFC 


Silver Ball heartache 
recalled by ‘Youngie’ 

IN his role of financial director of 
Llantwit Major RFC pool team, Alan 
Young is a popular, friendly character 
liked by all who meet him - his infectious 
cheerfulness and wonderful sense of 
humour make him stand out in a crowd 
and he is a fount of knowledge when it 
comes to the history and recent past of 
the town. 

I was delighted to have a chat to him this week 
about his involvement with rugby in the town - 
from youth rugby in 1954/55 to making his debut 
for the Ists in 1956 (on the wing) through the great 
Silver Ball successes, eventually hanging up his 
boots in the mid-70s (though he tells me he made a 
brief comeback in a dads v lads game one season). 

On the pool front, Alan has suffered a loss of 
form of late, but he was cheered this week with a 
storming comeback to help the team win 6-3. 

Alan is well known for running a top quality, 
family butcher business in Church Street. He started 


at 12 years of age as an errand boy, before serving 
his apprenticeship with Master Butcher DT Griffiths 
who, in turn, learnt his trade from farmer and anoth¬ 
er Master Butcher Dilwyn Jones of Clas Newydd 
Farm. 

Dilwyn’s son, Brian Jones, played more than 500 
games for Bridgend RFC and also played alongside 
Alan for Llantwit on several occasions. 

Alan pointed out that he is proud that three gen¬ 
erations have now worn the Llantwit RFC badge, 
with sons Jason, Leigh and Mathew following Alan 
(both Leigh and Matthew captained the Ists). 

On the mini rugby front, Leigh’s daughter, 
Lauren, played alongside Lawrence Howley and 
Jason’s sons, Jacob and Josh, have worn the shirt, 
while Mathew’s babies have been seen in the club in 
the pram. 

I first met Alan at a party in a close friend and 
neighbour’s house - Ralph Austin, former mayor of 
Llantwit - another rugby club stalwart. My wife 
and I were quite amused by this hairy, six foot plus 
ex-second row forward dressed as the sugar plum 
fairy, pink tights, tutu, wand and all! Quite a sight 
and the butt of many jokes, but Youngie took it all 
in his stride with his great temperament and won¬ 
derful sense of humour. 

Like Viv Griffiths, whom I spoke to earlier in the 


Bridgend bridge club news 


THE results for Bridgend 
Bridge Club for recent 
events are: 

Wednesday, April 24: First John 
Beard and John Raymond, second 
Tony Disley and Roger Penton, 
equal third Mary Moore and Di 
Jones & Liam Sheridan and 
Adrian Thomas. 

The winners on Thursday, April 
25 were Dave and Debbie Lea 


with John Evans and John Henson 
in second place. 

Friday, April 26: First Mary 
Moore and Jane Brook, second 
John and Christine Evans, third 
Norma and David Newman. 

In addition to the regular club 
nights on Wednesdays and Eridays 
at Nolton Church Hall at 7pm, to 
which all bridge players are wel¬ 
come, on Thursdays from 2pm 


until 5pm, also at Nolton Church 
Hall, there are gentle bridge ses¬ 
sions primarily for the less experi¬ 
enced and where assistance is 
available. 

Eor further informaton contact 
Steve Burgoyne on 01656 661968, 
John Evans on 01656 880372 or 
David Newman on 01656 649138. 

DN 


BARRY TYRE CENTRE 

A family owned business serving Barry for nearly 40 years. 



You can’t get 
better than a Barry 
tyre fitter! 



CAR SERVICING 

from only 

£ 49.95 

Main dealer servicing, 
but not at main dealer prices. 
Original specification 
parts used. 

Top grade oils used. 
Service records 
fully stamped. 


Please phone for a quote for your vehicle 
from a Matiz to a Mercedes! 


Al 

ri . ' J 




LOWER GUTHRIE 


> ij) STREET, BARRY CF63 4PS 
01446 737447 




HOLTON ROAD, 
BARRY CF634HU 
01446 745888 


www.bari'ytyreautocenti'e.co.uk 8Soam°"5!^Vpm“'^'' 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED Saturday 8.30am -1.00pm 


week, Alan was unfortunate to be injured and 
unable to play in either of the winning Silver Ball 
finals. 

He went down with a twisted ankle in a game 
before the first final, with first-aider Jim Davies 
running on with his ex-beer flagon full of winter- 
green which he poured all over Alan’s leg before 
strapping it up and saying “... that will get you to the 
end of the game.” 

At the end of the game, Alan took the bandage off 
and his leg swelled up like a balloon. It turned out 
to be a broken fibula and he missed the final; the 
second final he missed having suffered broken ribs 
in the semi-final at Kidwelly. 

The team spirit at Llantwit was brilliant and Alan 
proudly remembers the opening of the clubhouse 
and the president of the WRU, Jack Young, present¬ 
ing pewter tankards to the boys. 

I asked Alan if he thought the side he played in 
could compete with today’s team. “In all honesty, 
no”, he replied, “the game is so much faster these 
days. Props then used to be head down, rarely seen 
carrying the ball or tackling. The rules have 
changed; besides our average age is about 80 now 
and the knees just haven’t got it in them.” 

Alan recalls the hard working committee - 
George Bird, Viv, Jim and Curly Griffiths, Lawson 
Cox, Don Hardy, plus Dougie Neale, Sid Howe and 
Jim Davies. 

Dougie was baggage boy and never missed a 
game, but suffered terrible travel sickness and had 
to be given a seat next to the door of the bus on 
away games. They were all part of a special group. 

As Viv said, Llantwit were a fit side, thanks in no 
small part to trainer John L Thomas, they were well 
coached and organised as well. 

In those days, it was common to see the players 
set off on a run to the beach, pick up a pebble and 
run back as part of their training. 

Youngie and a teammate who won’t be named for 
diplomatic reasons came up with a plan. They 
would run down to Basil Thomas’ farm, borrow two 
bikes, cycle to the meadow, run a bit, cycle back to 
the farm and finish up by jogging the last yards. 

However they were amazed to find themselves 
overtaken by the superfit Gwilym Lewis. I bet Neil 
Thomas had a pebble in his kit bag all the time and 
fooled them all. 

Alan apologised in advance for anyone he leaves 
out, I must admit I did not give him any time to pre¬ 
pare his thoughts, but I am sure everyone will 
understand what with the passing of the years and so 
many great memories, he could have written a book. 

Players he told me about include the great con¬ 
troller Doug Vizard at outside half, not always pret¬ 
ty, but sensible. Doug could kick a leather ball the 
length of the pitch, and Billy Miles had quite a boot 
on him too. 

Eellow second row John Maddox, unassuming 
yet never bullied, was a shrewd player. Alan remem¬ 
bers one game down at Gowerton when the home 
side’s No. 10 was giving Llantwit a bit of a run 
around. 

John put his hand on Youngie’s shoulder at a 


lineout and said, “let’s not let him get the ball” and 
some great lineout play negated the threat. 

Other players that came to mind were scrumhalf 
Terry Lewis, Gwilym’s brother, and when he could¬ 
n’t play, brother George would step in to fill his 
boots. Tommy Morgan ex-Barry, centre John 
Eletcher, who had a lovely inside break, Dai 
Llewellyn, Noel Thomas, Neil Thomas, Henry 
Burford, Peter Williams, Paul Eairchild, Prank 
Parrant, Mel Cain and the brilliant back row trio, 
Rob Davies, Gwilym Lewis and Peter Weakley, 
Billy Miles, Jeff Hill... 

Going back to the committee, Youngie spoke of 
the efforts of ‘Curly’ Griffiths, who week after 
week, sold tote tickets that helped raise the £2,500 
to purchase the ex-sheep market grounds that the 
club was built on, a turning point in Llantwit’s his¬ 
tory. 

It appears Curly would also nip home to raid his 
coalbunker to fuel the boiler that Mervyn Lewis had 
plumbed into the old stables, so the boys could 
shower. 

Besides the rugby fraternity, the support of Dolly 
and Hughie, landlords of the Swan, was incredible. 

Among Llantwit’s most loyal supporters of the 
time were Norman Williams, Billy Hill, Jeff Hill’s 
dad, and Sid Escot, whose son also played. 

Alan always preferred away games to home as 
for home games he would have to work till 2pm, 
run up to the Swan or club, play the game, have a 
quick shower, then dash back to the shop before 
5pm to close up and clean up. 

Away games to the Valleys or Cardiff meant a 
longer break, a few drinks with the opposition, a 
stop-off on the way home, usually at the Hare and 
Hounds Aberthin because Billy loved their 
Worthington! 

To make sure no one drank his pint, Billy would 
put his false teeth in his glass when he went to the 
toilet - needless to say his beer was untouched. 

Many a time there would be a phone call back to 
the clubhouse explaining they had a puncture and 
might be a bit late back. 

Such was the tremendous team spirit and cama¬ 
raderie of the era that every Saturday after an away 
game, the club would be packed full of wives, girl¬ 
friends, committee and social members waiting for 
the side to return and when they did arrive they 
would be clapped into the clubhouse. 

Anyone who ever went to Alan’s shop would 
know he was a top quality butcher, just as he is a top 
quality chap. 

His knowledge of the town and people is incred¬ 
ible and his stories a joy to listen to. 

The Silver Ball winners put Llantwit Major on 
the Glamorgan and Wales rugby map, one of only a 
handful of sides to do the double. 

The rugby club has, and still does, serve the town 
well and a great debt is owed to all those who have 
played a part in its development and sustainability. 

This Sunday, lam looking forward to the reunion 
when it is hoped at least ten of the players will be 
present. 

DG 


The under-12s go goal crazy! 


LLANTWIT MAJOR 
under-12s have been on a 
fantastic run lately scoring 
17 goals in their last three 
games! 

The latest saw them win 8-0 
against Sully; Eraser Prior 
grabbed a hat trick, along with 
another hat trick for Dylan 
Chamberlain. 

The other goals were proved by 
Iwan Robinson Booth and 
Brandon Thomas. 

The coaching team of Matt 
Jones and Ashley Gifford are very 
proud of this squad. 

Squad: Ellis Harding, Jack 
Wisenden, Fraser Prior, Seth 
Talbot, Finn Wilkinson, Iwan 
Robinson-Booth, Rhys Roberts, 
Ben Wilson, Cameron Miller, Neil 
Peters, Dylan Chamberlain, Luke 
Martin, Brandon Thomas, leuan 
Harford (goalkeeper), Iwan Tellet, 
Dominic Henson and Jake 
Fairchild. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 27 
Matt and Ashley's under-12 


boys won for the fourth game in 
a row, keeping another clean 
sheet against Barry Celts. 

The goals were scored by 
Eraser Prior and Iwan Robinson 
Booth and they even allowed 
themselves the luxury of missing a 
penalty in the 2-0 win! 

Saturday saw Llantwit under- 
13 A return to winning ways in 
style after a couple of disappoint¬ 
ing results in the cup final and vir¬ 
tual league decider, both against 
Sully. 

The visitors were a strong and 
direct Cadoxton Imps A side, but 
Llantwit were more than up to the 
job and started the game in a 
determined mood with a couple of 
chances being created for man of 
the match Angus Mitchell which 
he couldn't quite convert. 

Liam Butcher soon put the 
hosts in front though with a stun¬ 
ning right foot volley on the drop 
from outside of the box into the 
top corner. 

Angus Mitchell then got a 
much deserved goal after the 


Cadoxton defence misjudged a big 
kick from keeper Joe Baker and he 
raced through to slot past the 
keeper for 2-0. 

Llantwit started the second half 
as they did the first and were soon 
3-0 up when Morgan Gore played 
a defence-splitting pass from the 
left wing to set up the first of three 
second half goals for half time 
substitute Moses Gee. 

Llantwit then seemed to switch 
off for 10 minutes, maybe think¬ 
ing the game was won, allowing 
Cadoxton to grab two goals back. 

Much to their credit Llantwit 
did not panic despite some 'vocif¬ 
erous' away support and Mo Gee 
scored two further goals to give 
the Major a well deserved 5-2 vic¬ 
tory. 

Llantwit under-16B came out 
second best in a exciting game at 
Windmill Lane, losing 3-2 against 
Sully. Tom Rawlings scored both 
goals for Llantwit but a mix up in 
defence allowed Sully to grab all 
the points. 

SC 
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Kart Club’s second round stays on track 



THE second round of Llandow Kart 
Club’s 2013 season took place in blustery 
conditions, with uncertain skies that 
eventually produced rain. 

An increased entry - boosted by the inclusion of 
both the NKRA and RAF Premier series - produced 
enough action to keep the focus firmly on track. 

The guest categories took the number of drivers 
to 104 for the weekend, despite the lack of Bambino 
class for the first time in several months. 

The absence of the youngest runners meant that 
the numerically strong Cadets opened the pro¬ 
gramme with 23 karts in action across Honda and 
Comer categories. 

Ethan Ling picked up from where he left off in 
March, taking Honda honours in the opening heat, 
but found opposition from Joshua Martin in the 
morning’s other races. 

Martin continued his winning form into the final, 
coming home comfortably clear of Ling, with Ross 
Deal and the visiting Jack Lordham next up. 

The Comers shared their heat wins between Tom 
Rawlings and Joshua Davis, with Daniel Lamport, 
Max Lenlon and Tommy Loster also in the mix. 

When the final rolled around, it was Davis again 
coming out on top, leading Lenlon across the line by 
a couple of seconds. Loster completed the podium, 
ahead of Lamport and Rawlings. 

Reigning champion Ben Stevens may have 
remained unbeaten - and claimed a new lap record 
- during the Honda Junior heats, but his anticipated 
run to a clean sweep in the final was dented by 
Thomas Croydon, who underlined his improving 
form with a narrow 0.62secs victory in the main 
event. 

The battle between the top two took them clear of 
the chasing group, where Patrick Hill overcame 
Tom Lord and Cristiano Nardone to claim the third 
podium spot. 

With just two entrants, the visiting Junior Blue 
class was combined with Junior TKM for the week¬ 
end, but it was the familiar faces that ran at the front 
of the field. 

Reigning Welsh champion Scott Morris returned 
to take victory in the opening heat, before Ryan 
Edwards took the next two. 

It was a reduced field for the final, with Alex 
Lewis, Hugo Holmes and Louis Beaven all missing, 
and that sat nicely with Edwards, who repeated his 


round one victory by coming home over four sec¬ 
onds clear of Morris. 

Lewis Griffiths, who had featured in the top four 
all day, completed the podium, with Alex Rees 
fourth. 

Junior Blue, meanwhile, went the way of 
Cameron Dew, who came out on top of sole rival 
Nathan Wells in each race. 

There were combined classes in the last of the 
junior races as Junior Rotax and Minimax again ran 
together. Rob Ellis, Matthew Tinning and Harry 
Andrews shared the ‘on the road’ honours early on. 

Despite having to give best to his rivals in heats 
one and two, Ellis was back on top when it mat¬ 
tered, winning the final by just 0.26secs over 
Andrews, with Tinning - later voted the meeting’s 
‘best rookie’- also on the podium. 

Minimax featured three runners, and it was Jodie 
Handford who came out on top, winning two heats 
and the final ahead of Ceran Sokhi and Joe 
Pritchard. 

The biggest surprise of the day probably came in 
Senior Honda, where Simon Evans’ dreams of 
another unbeaten weekend were dashed in the main 
event by Danny Griffiths. Evans, who had not lost 
a final since October 2010, started in inimitable 
fashion, cruising to victory in each of the heats. 

Griffiths came good when it mattered to best the 
multiple champion by three seconds, and claim 
‘driver of the day’ honours, as Evans’ tyres went off. 

Veteran Paul Saunders completed the podium 
with Monty Gorringe, twice second in the heats, 
taking fourth overall. 

There was no such upset in Senior Rotax, where 
Josh Codings returned from national championship 
duty to sweep the class, winning comfortably in 
each of the heats. He had to work harder in the final, 
however, with Steven Handford getting the jump at 
the start and leading for much of the way. Matthew 
Dowers had been a fixture in the top three through¬ 
out the heats, but failed to go the distance in the 
final, allowing Josh Gray to claim the third podium 
spot once Macaulay Austin had been excluded. 

Senior Blue’s annual visit to Llandow produced 
18 entries and the usual close competition, as Ian 
Branfield, Martin Wheeler and Elis Jackson shared 
the heat wins. 

The final, however, went the way of Duncan 
McCleod, who beat Chris Derrick to the line by 


Paul Hey hoe (2) remained unbeaten in the 
RAF Premier class during the series^ visit to 
Llandow in April 2013. 

0.78secs, with Branfield and Jackson heading Sam 
Dible to complete the rest of the top five. Wheeler 
came in sixth. 

The RAL Premier class, meanwhile, was the pre¬ 
serve of Paul Heyhoe, who claimed four wins from 
as many races, including a comfortable five-second 
success in the final. Simon Hilton took runner-up 
honours, with Marcus Ramsden, David Dean and 
novice Matthew Bellamy next up. 

RESULTS 

CADET HONDA 

1. Joshua Martin (Project One) 

2. Ethan Ling (Project One) 

3. Ross Deal (Project One) 

CADET COMER 

1. Joshua Davis (Zip) 

2. Max Eenlon (Birel) 

3. Tommy Eoster (Zip) 

JUNIOR HONDA 

1. Thomas Croydon (Jade) 

2. Ben Stevens (7Kart) 

3. Patrick Hill (Wright) 

JUNIOR TKM 

1. Ryan Edwards (Tonykart) 

2. Scott Morris 

3. Lewis Griffiths 
JUNIOR ROTAX 

1. Rob Ellis (Kosmic) 

2. Harry Andrews (CRG) 

3. Matthew Tinning (Gillard) 


Joshua Davis (77) splashes to victory in the 
Comer Cadet class at Llandow Kart Club’s 
April 2013 meeting. 

MINI MAX 

1. Jodie Handford (Tonykart) 

2. Ceran Sokhi (Kosmic) 

3. Joe Pritchard (Tonykart) 

SENIOR HONDA 

1. Danny Griffiths (MS) 

2. Simon Evans (7Kart) 

3. Paul Saunders (7Kart) 

SENIOR ROTAX 

1. Josh Collings (CRG) 

2. Steven Handford (Tonykart) 

3. Josh Gray (Tonykart) 

JUNIOR BLUE 

1. Cameron Dew (Haase) 

2. Nathan Wells (Tecno) 

SENIOR BLUE 

1. Duncan McCleod (Eormula K) 

2. Chris Derrick (Tonykart) 

3. Ian BranHeld (Tonykart) 

RAE PREMIER 

1. Paul Heyhoe (Tonykart) 

2. Simon Hilton (GMS-X30) 

3. Marcus Ramsden (CRG) 

BEST NOVICE: Matthew Tinning 

(Junior Rotax) 

DRIVER OE THE DAY: Danny 

Griffiths (Senior Honda) 

WORDS: CRAIG LLEWELLYN 
PICTURES: HARDY RODDE 
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Vauxhall Astra evolves into a pleasing package 


T oday, it 

seems that 
straight lines 
are frowned upon 
in car design. 

An advocate of this 
trend is the Vauxhall 
Astra, which started life 


as little more than a box 
more than 30 years ago. 
Introduced in 1979, over 
time the angular hatch¬ 
back developed into a 
curvaceous beauty as 
witnessed when the sixth 
generation was launched 
in 2009. 


More Cup joy 
for local teams 



THE last set of 
VOGAFL cup finals 
were played last 
weekend. 

In the year 11 final, on 
Sunday, April 28, 
Wenvoe Colts edged 
Penmark out 3-2 , and the 
Wenvoe Colts’ captain 
Alex Riley lifted the 
Classic Sportswear 
Trophy, which was pre¬ 
sented by referee co¬ 
ordinator, Mark Harvey. 

In the Barry Cup final 
on the same day, Colcot 
AFC defeated Cardiff 
Airport 3-2, with Colcot 
AFC co-captains 

Matthew Evans and 
Andy Townsend lifting 
the Barry Cup, presented 
by Vale AM, Jane Hutt. 

Dean Adams of 
Cardiff Airport was pre¬ 
sented with the Brian 



Dean Adams. 

Riseborough Memorial 
Golden Boot after being 
named man of the match 
in the final and he was 
presented with the trophy 
by Jane Hutt. MD 


Due to its age, many 
of us will undoubtedly 
have come into contact 
with an Astra. For 
instance, when I was 
growing up my family 
had a booted version, the 
Vauxhall Belmont, and I 
recall it had a poor 
three-speed auto gearbox 
and embarrassing per¬ 
formance, if you could 
call it that. 

Friends’ parents had 
standard hatchback 
Astras, and often men¬ 
tioned their reliability 
and the fact they were 
good workhorses. One 
of them had a brown 
example, and was proud 
of it. Others, with more 

cash, owned the sportier 
more tasteful black or 
red GTE versions, typi¬ 
cally as powerful second 

cars. 

The Astra has evolved 
and as I’m presented 
with the GTC Turbo 
SRi, it is a pleasing 
package. This is the 
modem equivalent of the 
old GTE, its sweeping 
curves and bright red 
paintwork command 
attention as it sits in the 
car park. 

It is a supremely 
sporty car, and its slight¬ 
ly protmding rear 
haunches help it look the 
part and elude to great 
performance. In fact, this 
increases expectations 
that it is at least fitted 
with a pokey 2-litre 
petrol engine. 

However, to my sur¬ 
prise, there’s a modest 


MOTORING with 
TIM SAUNDERS 



The Vauxhall Astra GTC 


1.6-litre 16-valve unit 
under the bonnet. But 
then you learn that 
Vauxhall has fiddled 
with it to produce 
177bhp. 

It takes just eight sec¬ 
onds for this hot 
hatch/coupe to reach 
60mph from standstill, 
and its top speed 
exceeds 130mph. This 
punchy performance 
allows me to safely 
overtake a car and a 
slow moving lorry as I 
move away from a 
roundabout, up a hill. 

In these days of high 
fuel prices, it will return 
over 35mpg even with 
enthusiastic driving. Its 
smooth six-speed manu¬ 
al box and excellent 
driving position help 
ensure that this Vauxhall 


delivers an enjoyable 
driving experience time 
and time again. 

With its comfortable 
cabin and leather seats, 
driver and passengers 
are sure to arrive relaxed 
and invigorated at the 
end of a journey. The 
driver’s seat is particu¬ 
larly comfortable, with 
an excellent lumbar sup¬ 
port making driving a 
pleasurable experience 
for someone with a tem¬ 
peramental back, like 
me. 

The front seats are 
even heated, a really 
useful feature on a cold 
morning. But the driver 
has to really stretch back 
to reach the seatbelt. 

Despite having just 
three doors, it is possible 
to place two bulky child 


seats in the rear, as you 
can see from the video at 
testdrives.biz. 

Simply pulling a lever 
at the top of the front 
seats slides and tilts 
them forward and allows 
for access to the back. 

The boot only seems 
to open by pushing the 
button on the keyfob. 

Eitted with an electric 
handbrake, there is auto¬ 
matic anti-roll but it 
does still seem to roll a 
little on occasions, 
requiring some nifty 
footwork with the clutch 
and accelerator, which is 
slightly unnerving. I still 
prefer a traditional hand¬ 
brake. 

Cruise control is sim¬ 
ple to use - just push the 
small lever on the left of 
the steering wheel down 
to set the speed - but it 
doesn’t prevent it from 
picking up speed when 
travelling downhill. 

“This striking brute is 
the third incarnation of 
the current shape of 
Astra, lining up along¬ 
side the five-door and 
Sports Tourer models,” 
says Parkers, the car 
experts. 

“It has its sights set 
on the likes of 
Volkswagen’s Scirocco 
and the Renault Megane 
Coupe; both attractive 
three-door hatchbacks 
with serious style and 
decent driving dynamics. 
Vauxhall’s offering has 
an emphasis on driving 
enjoyment, with the 
high-tech front suspen- 


Volleyball club prepares 
for new summer season 


RIGHT: 
Barry Island 
Volleyball Club were 
practising their 
skills recently in 
preparation for one 
of the major Welsh 
tournaments of the 
season which will be 
held on the Island 
in June. Coach Carl 
Harwood is shown 
centre front. 
PHOTOGRAPH by 
ANDY WICKS 



sion set-up from the 
Insignia VXR employed 
and a wider track 
utilised to vastly 
improve traction and 
agility.” 

Vauxhall Astra GTC : 

New price range. 


£18,920 - £26,535. 
0-60mph: 8secs. 

Top speed: 137mph. 
Power: 177bhp. 
Economy: 39mpg. 
Watch the video at 
testdrives.biz. 


Harriers enjoy 
presentation 
night success 



THERE was a bril- 
lant turnout for the 
Barry and Vale 
Harriers’ presenta¬ 
tion night held at 
Barry RFC; a big 
thank you for those 
of you that attended 
and supported the 
club. 

Welsh medals win¬ 
ners - Harry Carter, 
under-13 gold high jump 
champion, Tillie Carter 
under-17 3k Walk silver 
medal. Mosses Gee 
under-13 bronze medal, 
Tom Wiliams under-17 
gold 100m champion, 
luean Orton under-17 
bronze 100m hurdles and 
bronze high jump 
medals, Amin Ullah 
under-15 silver in long 
jump and silver 300m 
and gold 80m hurdles 
champion and Eaye 
Gibbon under-15 bronze 
in 75m hurdles. 
COACHES AWARDS 

leuan Bennett - under- 
11s: athlete of the year 
went to Mason Grady, 
and the endeavor award 
went to Grace Come and 
Elbe Wells. 

Dawn Howells 
under-13s: athlete of the 
year went to Mariella 
Watts, endeavor award 
went to Amy Blake, ath¬ 
lete of the year went to 
Antonio Peacockand the 
endeavor award went to 



Hannah Jones. 

Andy Jolly - under- 
15s/under-17s: athlete of 
the year went to Elliott 
Richards, and the 
endeavor award went to 
Emily Ross. 

Ered Malkin 
under 15s: athlete of the 
year went to Richard 
Dangerfield, the endeav¬ 
or award went toBethan 
Jones. 

Danny Carter - under- 
15s /under-17s: athlete of 
the year went to Eaye 
Gibbon, endeavor award 
went to Tillie Carter, and 
Welsh honours were 
awarded to Tom 
Williams. 

Ered Malkin would 
like to thank all the 
coaches for their hard 
work throughout the sea¬ 
son and an even bigger 
thank you to all the ath¬ 
letes who have represent¬ 
ed the club in the sport¬ 
ing spirit that they have 
been shown. LS 


CAR HIRE FROM 
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Gwyn achieves maiden win 

MEMBERS and guests of had secured his maiden win was presentation ceremony and 
the Glamorgan Farmers’ with long applause. evening meal. 

QccAmVklArl af Gwyn’s net 72 score was good The absence for various reasons 
T Jif to win the day’s event, fin- of regular attendees Bryan Owen, 

Grauoc CrOlI GIUD near g^ots ahead of Brian Tosh Taylor, Trevor Wooding, 

Brecon last Thursday to Jones and Keith Davies, who fin- Neil McLean and Dai John had a 
compete for the Shrieval ished second and third respective- ^najor impact on the number of 
Trophy, kindly donated to ^ ^th a net 74; presideih ^^alls lost during the round, with 
the society by the late Mr finished fourth ^2 spending the night in the 

Islwyn Rees. Cradoc Go\f Club cantain Brian neighbouring county. 

The captain of Cradoc Golf jones, who finished with a net 73 , resulted in Glyn Watt^ 

Club, Mr Brian Jones, was just ahead of Barrie Melhuish and “a 

delighted to join the 24 contestants Rhys Jones, won the guest section, sponsored bottle of whiskey and 
for this annual medal round com- Nearest the pin on the par three raised for Prostrate Cancer 
petition, all eager to win one of the holes were Aubrey Bowen, Barrie Wales. 

many prizes supplied by the spon- Melhuish and Keith Davies while society’s next meeting is 

sor, Mr Mark Rees. Rhys Jones, a nephew of society scheduled for Thursday May 30 at 

After a very enjoyable after- president Geraint Davies, won the Brynhill Golf Club, Barry when 
noon of golf on a course high up in Bear Hotel, Cowbridge sponsored rnembers will be competing for 
the Brecon Beacons with its mag- longest drive competition. It was their own version of The Walker 
nificent views of the surrounding pleasing to welcome Geraint’s Cup, kindly sponsored by 
countryside, the announcement father lorwerth, who recently cel- Cowbridge solicitors Gaskell & 
that society captain Gwyn Thomas ebrated his 90th birthday, to the Walker. T.McC 


LANDOWI 



Van Sales-Spares-Repairs| 
' Van MOT Preparation 

' Vehicle Recovery- 
Collection and Delivery 

Tel: 01446 793550 or 793540 
Mobile: 07810 350433 

Unit 10 Vale Business Park, Llandow 
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£3,490 


£3,490 


£4,490 


£15,990 


£4,390 


08 58 MERCEDES BENZ C Class C200 
2.1 CDi SE 4-Dr. Grey, Diesel, 1 Owner, 
FSH, Climate Control, MFSW, Alloys, 74k 


£9,190 


09 09 VAUXHALL Corsa 1 .Oil 2v Ufe. Blue, 
Air Con, CD Player, EAA/Indows, C/Locking, 
PAS, Insurance Group 1,34k. 


£4,990 


04 54 LAND ROVER Freelander 2.0 TD4 SE 
Hardback 3-Dr. Silver, Diesel, FSH, Half Beige 
Leather, Heated Seats, Air Con, Sunroof, 89k 


£4,990 


05 05 JAGUAR X-Type 2.0D SE 4-Dr. 
Green, Diesel, Full Beige Leather, Cruise & 
Climate Control, 6-CD Player, 70k. 


£4,790 


08 08 RENAULT Clio Campus 1.2 3-Dr. 
Black, FSH, Low Insurance Group, CD 
Player, 58MPG, 47k. 


£3,690 


735555 www.abcarsalesltd.co.uk 


SAT NAV 
CF63 2NW 


A..[? 


MOT’S 


£25 


All Repair Work 
Undertaken At 
Competitive Prices 


I Car 

Servicing 


Cardiff Road, Barry, Vale of Glamorgan CF63 2NW All major 


www.abservicecentre.co.uk 

Tel. 01446 735591 


WE ARE OPEN 

Monday - Friday 8.30am-5.30pm 
Saturday 8.30am - 1.00pm 


credit 
cards 
accepted 


rom 


£99 


ViSA 






Diesel Particulate 
Filter Removal 

No more limp mode or 
annoying lights. 

Lifetime Software Guarantee. 


from 


Vehicle Remapping 

Eco Tune - Fuel Economy gains 

of up to 17%. 

Performance Tune - performance 
gains of up to 35%. 

50/50 - Increase fuel economy & power. 


from 


EGR Deletion 

No more having to buy 
expensive EGR valves. 

Lifetime Software Guarantee 


from 


Car Diagnostics 

Any make, any model. 
The most up to date 
equipment available. 


08 58 CITROEN Cl 1 .Oi Rhythm 3Dr. 
Red, FSH, Insurance Group 1, 
£20 a year Tax, CD Player, 34k 


08 58 MERCEDES BENZ S Cbss S320 3.0 CDi 4-Dr. 
Silver, Diesel, Auto, FSH, Sat Nay Full Black Leather, 
Cruise & Climate Control & much more, 74k 


08 08 RENAULT Clio 1.2 TCE Expression 
3-Dr. Black, Alloys, Air Con, CD Player, 
EAA/indows, C/Locking, 53k 


05 05 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6116v Club 5-Dr 
Easytronic. Blue, Auto, Air Con, Alloys, CD 
Player, EAA/indows, C/Locking, 61k. 


04 04 VOLVO S60 2.4 S 4-Dr. Silver, 
Diesel Half Black Leather, AJIoys, 
CD Player, Climate Control, 78k 
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"Excellent customer service and technical 
knowledge throughout dealership location. The 
staff are ail very helpful and professional with 
experience on aii makes dealt with on site." 

RAC inspector Officer Nov 2012 



Our diagnostic sarvicas ara usad by Sytnar, Stratstona, Dick Lovett, Evans Haishaw, Sinciair 
and many other franchised dealers. 


Former DMier Staff ex frmntdhm 

ATA Master Level certified end Manufacturer trained 

BMW. Mercedes. Porsctie. VAO. Ferrari Maserati. LamborQhini 

Dealer equipment & diegncetice 

Up to 60% aavinga on dealer prices 

Free Mercedes end Lexus Courtesy Cars including Fra# Vahioia 

Cdiection and Courtesy car drop off 

Country Wide Baoovary and Car Transportation 

Full Bocfywork. Dent Repairs, Alloy Wheel refurbs. 

VaAeting/Oetailing services aveSable Accldanf Recovery with Free 

Local Recovery ar>d full claims management services 

Latest Hunter 4 Wheal Compiiterised Alignment 


100% RAC Inspection 

Members of Motor Codes which is 
Trading Standards Institute Approved 


s/ 

MOTOR INDUSTRY 
(ODEOFPRACnCE 

OFT 

— z — 


Service cmd Repoir 

--! 



AP«»B0VEDC0 t X 



EURO SPECIAUSTS 


5 & 10 Woodharn Road. Barry Docks CF63 4JE 
www.permoveo.ltd.uk 

Service & Repairs: 0800 033 7807 or 01446 732272 
Bodywork & Accident Solutions: 02921 660 906 
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53 MERCEDES 320 CLK 
Auto Avantqarde 

In ice blue, full leaTner trim, 
stylish sports coupe at 

£3,995 


2000 MAZDA MX5 
California 

In Yellow, 51,000 miles, very nice example at 

£3,495 


07 JAGUAR XKR 4.2 
Auto 

Met grey with beige leather, 53,000 miles 

£22,995 


09 FORD Fiesta 
Zetec S 1.6 

In vision blue, 43,000 miles, 2 owners 

£7,695 


61 PORSCHE Cayenne 
3.0 Diesel 

White, full beige leather, 7,000 miles 

£59,995 



JUST A SELECTION OF OUR STOCK... 


60 SUZUKI Swift 1.3 
SZ3 

3-Dr, in burnt orange, 20,000 miles, 
low insurance 

£6,495 



09 SEAT Ibiza 
1.4 Sport 

In black, 36,000 miles 

£5,995 



11 VAUXHALL Agila 
Expression 1.0 Ecoflex 

In red, 15,000 miles, £30 road tax 

£5,995 



X MERCEDES 320 SLK Auto 

Convertible. Electric blue with full 
leather trim. 82,000 miles 

£4,495 


PORSCHE Cayenne 3.0 Diesel Auto. In white with 
full beige leather, 7,000 miles, too many extras to list . . 

.£59,995 

JAGUAR XKR 4.2 Auto. Met grey with beige leather, 

53,000 miles, fantastic value at .£22,995 

MITSUBISHI Lancer GS2 1.8 Automatic. In met 

burgundy, 20,000 miles, 1 owner .£8,495 

RENAULT Wind Roadster D-Que 1.6. In silver blue with 

black leather, 24,000 miles.£7,995 

MAZDA 6 1.8 S. In met black, 12,926 miles, superb 

example at.£7,995 

FORD Fiesta 1.6 Zetec S. In vision blue, 43,000 miles, 

2 owners .£7,695 

FIAT 500 Sport 1.2. In red, 39,000 miles, £30 road tax, 

low insurance.£7,495 

FORD C-Max Zetec 1.6 Diesel in met blue, 51,000 

miles .£6,995 

JAGUAR SType 2.7 Diesel SE. In Jaguar Racing Green 

with full leather only 52,000 miles.£6,995 

TOYOTA Auris 1.6 TR 3-dr. In light met blue, 35,000 

miles .£6,495 

VAUXHALL Zafira 1.9 Diesel Design. In black with 

leather trim, 84,000 miles, 7-seater .£6,495 

SUZUKI Swift 1.3 SZ3 3-dr. In burnt orange, 20,000 

miles, low insurance.£6,495 

PEUGEOT 107 Urban Lite 1.0 3-dr in yellow, 5,000 

miles, £20 road tax.£5,995 

VAUXHALL Agila Expression 1.0 Ecoflex 5-dr. In red, 

15,000 miles, £30 road tax.£5,995 

SEAT Ibiza 1.4 Sport 5-dr. In black, 36,000 miles .... 

.£5,995 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 SXi 5-dr. In silver, 43,000 miles, 

low insurance.£5,995 

VAUXHALL Zafira 1.6 Breeze. In black, 37,000 miles, 7- 

seater.£5,995 

FORD Fiesta 1.4 Diesel Zetec 5-dr. In met black, low 

insurance + £30 road tax, excellent mpg .£5,995 

HONDA Jazz 1.4 SE Automatic. In red, 42,000 miles, 

very desirable.£5,995 

PEUGEOT 308 1.6 SE (150) 5-Dr. In met burgundy, 

32,000 miles, full glass roof .£5,495 

SKODA Fabia 2 1.6 Estate. In met gold, 29,000 miles, 2 

owners.£5,695 

SMART Four Two Passion Diesel Automatic. 

Black/silver, 43,000 miles, 1 owner.£5,495 

MERCEDES C320 SE Automatic Sport Coupe. In 
silver, 46,000 miles with panoramic roof etc ... .£5,495 
FORD Ka 1.2 Style. In sblush, 21,000 miles with alloys, 

1 owner.£4,995 

FORD Focus 1.6 Style 5-dr. In met blue, 67,000 miles 

with a/c .£4,995 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 Life Automatic. Met grey, 52,000 

miles with air con.£4,995 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 Club Auto 5-dr. In met gold, 

30,000 miles, a/c, cd .£4,995 

SEAT Altea 1.6 Reference Sport. In red, 62,000 miles 

.£4,995 

HONDA Accord 2.4 V-TEC Executive. In met blue with 

cream leather trim, 42,000 miles .£4,995 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.6SX 5-dr. In met silver, 54,000 

miles, ideal family hatch.£4,695 

PEUGEOT 107 Sport XS. In black with red trim, 
31,000 miles, £20 road tax.£4,695 


06 TOYOTA Corolla 1.6 Colour 5-dr. In light met blue, 

70,000 miles, a/c, alloys.£4,495 

X MERCEDES 320 SLK Auto. Electric blue with full leather 

trim, 82,000 miles, convertible .£4,495 

08 CITROEN C3 Cachet 14 5-dr. In silver, 53,000 miles, low 
insurance.£4,295 

56 CITROEN C4 VTS Coupe. In met grey, 39,000 miles, 

high spec example at .£4,295 

54 LANDROVER Freelander 1.8SE 5-dr. In silver, 74,000 

miles with a/c, leather etc.£4,295 

05 FORD Focus 2.0 Diesel Ghia 5-Dr. In black, 81,000 

miles .£4,295 

06 FORD Focus 1.6 Diesel LX Estate. In silver, 86,000 

miles .£3,995 

06 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Diesel Style Climate 5-dr. In glacier 

silver, 67,000 miles, £30 road tax.£3,995 

06 TOYOTA Aygo 1.0 Sport 3-dr. In glacier blue, 61,000 
miles, £30 road tax.£3,995 

55 SMART Fourtwo Passion Convertible. In orange/ 

silver, 35,000 miles with a/c, £30 RFL .£3,995 

05 VAUXHALL Tigra 1.4. In silver blue, 52,000 miles, 
convertible at.£3,995 

53 MERCEDES 320 CLK Auto Avantgarde. In ice blue, full 

leather trim, stylish sports coupe at .£3,995 

02 MINI Cooper. Yellow with black roof, 37,000 miles, local 

carat.£3,995 

06 CITROEN Cl Vibe 3-dr. In yellow, 50,000 miles, low 

insurance.£3,795 

07 VAUXHALL Vectra 1.8 Exclusive 5-dr. In met blue. 

Ideal family hatch at.£3,495 

06 HYUNDAI Getz 1.1 CDX 5-dr. In silver, 42,000 miles. 
Low insurance .£3,495 

57 FORD Ka Luxury. In silver with black leather trim, 

30,000 miles, a/c, alloys etc.£3,495 

55 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Zetec Climate 3-dr. In met blue, 

56,000 miles .£3,495 

55 RENAULT Modus Privilege Automatic. In gold, 34,000 

miles, superb example.£3,495 

55 RENAULT Grand Scenic 1.6 Dynamique. In black, 

ideal 7 seater at.£2,995 

05 CITROEN C3 1.4SX. In black, 76,000 miles_£2,995 

54 RENAULT Clio 1.4 Expression Automatic 5-dr. In dark 

met green, 44,000 miles.£2,995 

54 ALFA Romeo 156 Veloce 2.0 JTS. In met blue, 70,000 

miles, full leather .£2,795 

04 FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec Auto. In silver mint, 80,000 

miles .£2,695 

06 CHEVROLET Lacetti 1.8 Sport 5-dr. In silver with full 

leather trim, 75,000 miles.£2,495 

52 ROVER 75 Connoisseur V6 SE Auto. In light met blue, 

45,000 miles, full leather, sat nav, TV.£2,495 

05 DAEWOO Lacetti 1.4 SE 5-dr. In met blue, 77,000 

miles, CD, e/windows, c/locking .£1,995 

02 HYUNDAI Agila 1.0 GSi 5-dr. In green, 44,000 miles, 
low insurance.£1,995 



08 FORD C-Max Zetec 
1.6 Diesel 

Met blue, 51,000 miles 

£7,695 



57 HONDA Jazz 1.4 SE 
Automatic 

In red, 42,000 miles, very desirable 

£5,995 



08 SKODA Fabia 2 1.6 
Estate 

In met gold, 29,000 miles 2 owners 

£5,695 



11 PEUGEOT 107 
Urban Lite 1.0 3-dr 

Yellow, 5,000 miles, £20 road tax 

£5,995 


RBC 


All cars sui 

Just a small seL 


pplied with new MoT and 3 months RAC warranty. 

lection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 


RBC 

WARRANTIES 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry train Station) 01446 722600 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT All • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABU • All CARS HPi CHAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • AH MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 




MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 
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AS THE PLANE FILLS UP FOR THE TOUR DOWN UNDER... 

Wales get the Lions’ share 


S O there we have it at 
last - the long-awaited 
British and Irish Lions’ 
tour party for Australia was 
finally unveiled on Tuesday 
by head coach Warren 
Gatland - ending months of 
intense speculation and 
debate on both sides of 
Offa’s Dyke and beyond. 

For most of this year’s Six 
Nations, the London media 
pack were loudly pressing the 
claims of a resurgent England 
team, autumn conquerors of 
the All Blacks. 

Clearly, the men in white 
from ‘HQ’ would form the 
bulk of the troops Down 
Under, with defending Grand 
Slam champions Wales strug¬ 
gling for form and with 
Scotland and Ireland both bat¬ 
tling to avoid the dreaded 
‘wooden spoon’ - that dubious 
distinction eventually went to 
the pre-tournament favourites, 
France! 

Then came the dramatic cli¬ 
max at a frenzied Millennium 
Stadium when the Dragon sud¬ 
denly belched fire and slew St 
George - for a rampant Wales 
to win the Six Nations champi¬ 


onship for the fourth time in 
nine years and deprive the 
shell-shocked, previously- 
unbeaten English of their 
expected Grand Slam. 

Their failure to rise to this 
ultimate competitive challenge 
in the_ crunch battle of the 2013 
campaign, could not fail to be 
compared with their impres¬ 
sive Welsh rivals’ grim resolve 
to retain the Six Nations title 
they had won the previous 
year. 

The shock 30-3 result, and, 
more importantly, the con¬ 
trasting performances of 
Lions’ contenders when put 
under extreme mental and 
physical pressure that, if any¬ 
thing, will be magnified in 
Australia, turned the Lions’ 
betting on its head. 

Suddenly, the previously 
written-off Welsh were back in 
the frame, surely much to the 
relief of Gatland, whose hands 
were now freed to fully consid¬ 
er players he has long nur¬ 
tured as the Wales national 
coach. 

Not surprisingly, he has also 
opted to surround himself with 
the bulk of his trusted back 
room staff on the plane - Rob 


BACK PAGE 
COMMENT 

by Don John 


Howley, Rhys Long, Rhodri 
Bown, Prabhat Mathema, 
Adam Beard - and later 
adding kicking coach Neil 
Jenkins. 

(Strangely there is no place 
for his long-standing loyal lieu¬ 
tenant, Shaun Edwards, still 
arguably one of the best 
defence coaches in the world, 
though one can only assume 
this was more a political deci¬ 
sion than a rugby one - made 
in the interests of party bal¬ 
ance!) 

Even so, arch realist Gatland 
will have known before facing 
the waiting media on Tuesday 
that any selection heavily 
weighted in favour of his own 
Welsh players would hardly 
meet universal approval, and 
that some of those left out may 
attract more attention than 
those included! 

In the event, the most high- 
profile omission is England 
skipper, Chris Robshaw, once 


mooted as the tour captain, 
though he was always up 
against tough Welsh and Irish 
contenders for a back row slot. 
That mantle is now donned by 
his open side rival, Wales’ 
skipper, Sam Warburton. 

Arguably, the most startling 
omission, though, is that of the 
versatile James Hook, so often 
inexplicably out of favour with 
Wales. 

With only two specialist out¬ 
side halves on tour, one of the 
northern hemispheres’s most 
naturally-gifted rugby players 
can count himself desperately 
unlucky not to travel as the 
utility backline cover par excel¬ 
lence. 

On the whole, the 37-man 
complement inevitably reflects 
current playing strengths - 
and owes much to the final 
outcome of the recent Six 
Nations championship: 

Wales 15; England 10; 

Ireland 9; Scotland 3. 

LIONS SQUAD FOR THE 
TOUR TO AUSTRALIA: 
BACKS: Leigh Halfpenny 
(Wales), Stuart Hogg 
(Scotland), Rob Kearney 
(Ireland), Tommy Bowe 
(Ireland), Alex Cuthbert 


(Wales), Sean Maitland 
(Scotland), George North 
(Wales), Jonathan Davies 
(Wales), Brian O'Driscoll 
(Ireland), Jamie Roberts 
(Wales), Manu Tuilagi 
(England), Owen Farrell 
(England), Jonathan Sexton 
(Ireland), Conor Murray 
(Ireland), Mike Phillips 
(Wales), Ben Youngs 
(England). 

FORWARDS: Dan Cole 
(England), Cian Healy 
(Ireland), Gethin Jenkins 
(Wales), Adam Jones (Wales), 
Matt Stevens (England), Mako 
Vunipola (England), Dylan 
Hartley (England), Richard 
Hibbard (Wales), Tom Youngs 
(England), Ian Evans (Wales), 
Richie Gray (Scotland), Alun- 
Wyn Jones (Wales), Paul 
O'Connell (Ireland), Geoff 
Parling (England), Tom Croft 
(England), Toby Faletau 
(Wales), Jamie Heaslip 
(Ireland), Dan Lydiate (Wales), 
Sean O'Brien (Ireland), Justin 
Tipuric (Wales), Sam 
Warburton (Wales, captain). 

No doubt there will he con¬ 
siderably more media debate 
before the 2013 Lions leave the 
airport departure lounge! 



Michael Hathaway. 
PICTURES BY GLENNSPORTS 


VAN HIRE FROM 
£38 PER DAY! 
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Tries aplenty 
as the Athletic 
slip to defeat 



LLANHARAN won a high 
scoring game 43-33, outscor- 
ing Bridgend Athletic by six 
tries to five. 

The game started with both sides 
looking to finish in seventh place in 
the inaugural Championship season 
with Llanharan one point ahead of the 
Athletic. 

The cliche a game of two halves 
certainly applied to this fixture as the 
Athletic raced into a bonus point 28- 
12 half time lead, outscoring the home 
side by four tries to two, but were 
then outplayed in the second half as 
the home side notched up four tries to 
the visitors one. 

The Athletic got off to the best pos¬ 
sible start. In the second minute 
flanker Ben Thomas charged down an 
attempted clearance kick inside the 
Llanharan 22 and lock Morgan Evans 
was on hand to gather and dive over 
for his first try of the season. Outside 
half Steve Lewis converted. 

Lewis then intercepted on half way 
and out stripped the defence to cross 
under the posts. He added the conver¬ 
sion to put the Athletic 14-0 ahead. 

Llanharan responded when centre 
Gavin Smith broke clear and ran in 
from half way. The Athletic then 
dropped a pass inside the Llanharan 
22; outside half Harvey Thomson was 
alert and picked up to race 70 metres 
under the posts. He converted his own 
try to reduce the deficit to 12-10. 


Athletic centre Michael Hathaway 
then made an outside break 40 metres 
out and drew the full back before 
releasing No 8 Sean Derrick to cross. 
A few minutes later Derrick was again 
the recipient of a scoring pass, this 
time following an excellent break 
from a scrum on half way by scrum 
half Aled Thomas. 

This try brought a bonus point for 
the Athletic and made Derrick the 
Athletics’ leading try scorer with eight 
for the season. Lewis converted both 
Derrick tries to give the visitors a 28- 
12 half time lead. 

Llanharan came out firing in the 
second half and following a period of 
pressure inside the Athletic 22, hooker 
Rhys Cleverley went over; Thomson 
converted. 

Two minutes later wing Rhys 
Walker gathered a chip ahead to out¬ 
pace the Athletic defence for 
Llanharan’s bonus point try. Thomson 
converted to reduce the Llanharan 
deficit to 28-26. 

An Athletic clearance kick was 
gathered on half way by Llanharan. 
The Athletic tackling was disappoint¬ 
ing as a bout of inter passing saw 
Morgan Williams cross wide out for 
the home side to lead for the first time 
at 33-28. 

This lead was extended to 40-28 as 
outside half Thomson crossed for his 
second try and fifth conversion. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 37 
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Gas BBQ'S from £59.99 

Ultra Chef Stainless Steel BBQ 
used for illustration purposes only. 

Price reduced from £299.99 to £195 plus VAT. 
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